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AUTUMN FESTIVAL FUN!

Lots of fun was had at the Autumn 
Festival, held in the Lion’s Club Park on 
Saturday 24th April.

The kids had a ball, with activity packs 
and modelling clay sculptures supplied 
by the Neighbourhood House. There 
was entertaining stage shows that had 
people singing and children dancing, 
as well as yummy food from local 
producers.

What a great day!

Support your local news.
Riddell Roundup is a not-for-profit publication 
brought to you every month by dedicated volunteers 
and auspiced by the Riddells Creek Neighbourhood 
House. Email riddellroundup@gmail.com to 
subscribe for your free full colour electronic copy.

MAY - 2021
Riddells Creek  
Farmers Market 
15th May 2021
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Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell

HISTORY OF RIDDELLS CREEK MECHANICS 
INSTITUTE 
The enjoyment received from writing the history of our 
community revealed itself this week when a descendant of 
Mr. Sexton and also of Mr. Kilmartin requested to look at 
the Honour Roll in the Hall. We learnt that one of this lady’s 
ancestors was born in a tent by the bridge over the creek. It 
brings these recorded names to life. 

In August 1921 another sink was put into one back room and 
enamel jugs were purchased for the other back room. There 
was a concert party for the Blind for which there was no 
charge. A gift of books was donated by Mr. Gilman valued at 
eight pounds. In October the renovations were completed. 
A vote of thanks was given to Mr. Crow for supervising the 
project. There was to be an official opening of the hall with a 
social evening on November 18th with a musical programme 
and dancing. Messrs. Dwyer, Wright, Howard and Miss Smith 
offered their musical services free of charge. In August 
1922 it was decided to install one large generator and three 
small ones. Constant committee members were Messrs. 
Sutherland, Amess, Murphy, Crow, Dwyer and Moore. Also 
a new member, Mr. Doggett. In April 1923 an American 
Tea was to be held on the King’s Birthday to raise funds for 
crockery. Mr. Sutherland handed in his resignation which 
was accepted with regret. In September a new committee 
was elected. It being Messrs. Amess, Crow, Murphy, Moore, 
McKay, Dwyer and Bolitho. 

New books were purchased with the annual subscription 
being ten shillings, or two shillings and six pence quarterly. 
In November the Austral Picture Touring Company asked 
for the use of the hall on 7th December. It was decided any 
future shows would need the company to install the Regulation 
operating box complying with Public Health Regulations. In 
1924 that decision was reversed. The Hall would install the box 
and the company charged for the hall. On 17th April 1925 a 
euchre party and dance was held as a fund raiser for trestles 
and tables. On 14th June 1926 the committee received 25 
pounds from the Progress Association as its share of a race 
meeting held previously for fund raising. In March 1927 the 
building was full of possums and sadly a permit was granted to 
destroy 20. In August 1928 a Fete was held to raise funds for a 
swimming pool. Fund raising dances were held regularly for the 
swimming pool. 

In October a new committee was appointed, it being Messrs. 
Bolitho, Moore, Crow, Dwyer, Harley and Hird. In January 
1929 electricity was to be installed. In March 1929 picture 
shows were to be held regularly with the committee getting 

25% of the takings. In July the Football Club requested 
reduced rates for Saturday Night Dances. The Committee 
said the Football Club couldn’t monopolise Saturday nights. 
Smoking was forbidden in the Hall, but the Constable was 
brought in to dances as a reminder to everyone of that 
rule. In September the piano was in need of repair. Mr. 
McCormack agreed to take the piano to Melbourne and 
back for one pound each way. The hall was closed while the 
piano was being repaired. The Melbourne Athenaeum Library 
offered the Mechanics Libraries the latest fiction books at 
one shilling each, but not less than 50. They were purchased. 

To be continued.
By Val Sparshott

Pictured above: The interior of the hall has many historical 
images of Riddells Creek and its early residents. The hall is used 
by Riddells Creek Dance School, School’s Out Holiday program 
and for other functions.

THANK YOU N.H. FROM GISBORNE
We received a wonderful card from a Gisborne resident 
who obtained a copy of the March 2021 Riddell 
Roundup from the Neighbourhood House. He was very 
complimentary on the layout and images, exclaiming 
‘that for a community newspaper it was spot on!’ and 
‘If you ever go colour, it would be a contender for 
community newspaper of the year.’ He also wanted to 
thank the lovely station master who was very kind and 
helped him with his parcels. Thanks very much N.H 
from Gisborne, your feedback is much appreciated.
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Our trading hours are:
    Monday   - 08:30 - 20:00

    Tuesday  - 08:30 - 20:00

    Wednesday - 08:30 - 20:00

    Thursday  - 08:30 - 20:00

    Friday  - 08:30 - 20:00

    Saturday  - 08:30 - 20:00

    Sunday  - 09:00 - 20:00

   Stay safe everyone!



- 4 -

Volunteering, Safety, Commmunity Building and Socialising

Community Group Updates

RIDDELLS CREEK CFA

WOOD HEATERS
This is a timely reminder to all residents 
with wood heaters of the importance of 
ensuring that their chimney or flue is 
swept on a regular basis to prevent the 
buildup of creosote and minimize the 
chance of chimney fires. 

HOME FIRE SAFETY
Heaters, chimneys, electric blankets 
and clothes dryers can become a fire 
risk, particularly if they have been 
sitting unused for a period of time. 
To minimize the risk to you and your 
family both the CFA and MFB are 
advising people to adopt the following 
safety measures:

 • Check chimneys, flues and fire 
boxes for cracks, rust and debris
 • Ensure fireguards are used around 

wood heaters
 • Ensure all heaters are properly 

maintained
 • Keep drying clothes at least one 

metre from heaters, especially electric 
bar heaters
 • Check electric blankets for kinks in 

the wiring
 • Clean the lint filter in your dryer 

(after every use)
 • Check appliances for visibly frayed 

or damaged wiring
 • Don’t piggy back electrical 

appliances off power boards. It can 
cause an electrical fire
 • Take care with candles and don’t 

leave them unattended
 • Keep matches and lighters well out 

of reach of children
 • Keep any flammable materials and 

accelerants away from homes
 • Make sure smoke alarm batteries 

have been changed and the alarms 
tested – only a working smoke alarm 
saves lives, and
 • Don’t deadlock yourself in your 

home. Iif there is a fire, escaping is 
made more difficult.

TURN OUTS

We’ve had 8 jobs since the last update 
bringing us to 32 for the year. 3 local 
jobs including 1 structure fire and 2 
Incidents. 5 support calls to Gisborne, 
Clarkfield and Bolinda. 

BRIGADE CONTACT DETAILS

Fire Station Phone: 5428 6000 
www.facebook.com/
RiddellsCreekFireBrigade 
www.instagram.com/riddells_creek_cfa    
www.cfa.vic.gov.au 
EMERGENCIES ONLY - 000

BOOK CLUB
This month’s book 
was ‘An Exclusive 
Love’, by Johanna 
Adorjan. 

The book-cover 
tells us the writing 
is ‘intense, complex, 
uplifting, passionate, 
painful and often hilarious.’ I fear the 
publisher may have inadvertently used 
the cover of another book. (Hilarious?)

 It describes the search by a young 
woman for information about her 
grandparents, who committed suicide 

together because the grandfather 
was going to die and the grandmother 
couldn’t face life without him. The 
situation didn’t make me laugh – not 
once.

Her search clarifies the personalities 
of the grandparents and dwells on the 
intense love they shared. The timelines 
of the story jump all over the place so 
that the reader is never quite sure what 
is happening when – so I suppose that 
the story is indeed complex. And the 
grandmother dominates her husband in 
a way that could only be described as 
painful.

The young woman is determined to 
understand the reasons for the suicide 
pact and her efforts demonstrate a 
passionate obsession. To her I suppose 
that could be uplifting. However, 
I’m not stimulated to spend my life 
looking for the reasons of other couples 
seeking mutual suicide to resolve the 
dilemmas they face. 

In summary, it is possible to describe 
the book as intense, complex, 
uplifting, passionate and painful and 
to this extent I offer an apology to 
the publisher for my earlier comment. 
However, I do retain my right to deny 
any hilarity.

Note: The above records one reaction 
to a book originally written in German 
by an experienced writer and converted 
to English by an award-winning 
translator with an OBE.  Hence, 
the above review by a reader with 
no literary qualifications might be 
questionable. 

George Wright

MENS SHED
We were privileged to be given the 
opportunity to visit Construction 
Training International (cranes) on 
Kilmore Road. The owner of CTI, Peter 
Patterson showed us around the facility 
which was in the process of training 
construction workers on that day. 
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Thank-you Peter.

Some of our members resumed 
their involvement with Woodend 
Primary School Carlsruhe Annex with 
instruction in very basic woodworking 
skills. Because of COVID-19 we were 
unable to do this last year. RCMS has 
been involved with WPS Carlsruhe 
Annex in this role for a number of 
years now.

Congratulations to Romsey Mens 
Shed for their recent opening, the 
celebration of that milestone was 
attended by several of our members 
and was most enjoyable.

Due to the success of previous cooking 
classes run by Dromkeen a few years 
ago, an offer has been made to run 
them again. We are very keen to take 
up their offer. Perhaps there might be 
men in the community also keen to join 
us in these classes.

The RCMS is open on Tuesdays from 
10am to 3pm and Thursday evenings 
from 7pm to 10 pm.

Don Clark 0409 334 551

SENIOR CITIZENS
Hooray, we are back at the Club once 
again, enjoying our lovely meals and 
camaraderie. We have not, as yet, 
started playing cards or bowls, but I am 
hoping it won’t be long before we can 
get started.

Our thoughts are with those members 
who can’t join us again, but we hope 
they enjoy their time in their different 
retirement villages.

Our Annual Meeting went without 
any dramas, (They started the next 
meeting, only joking!). So we are all 
looking forward to the year ahead.

 Big hug for all.
Edna 54286163

CWA
It’s been awhile since CWA posted 
but we are still here and looking for 
members. By the time you read this we 
will have participated in the Creative 
Arts Exhibition being held in Kyneton.  
Last year with COVID lockdown the 
event that had been scheduled to 
be held here in Riddells Creek was 
cancelled. I’m sure our ladies will do us 
proud.

Next month we will be doing some 
planning for the next 12 months 
and discussing on craft and ideas for 
fundraising. A number of us will be 
doing our Food Handling Certificate 
with the Neighbourhood House.

We are having a dinner meeting in June 
if you would like to join us and find out 
about what we do. We would love some 
new faces to join our friendly group.  

If you have any questions or would like 
to join us for dinner please call Karen 
0408792426. We meet on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.

DROMKEEN
There is a lot happening over the next 
few months at Dromkeen. 

STORY TIME WITH CLAIRE 
SAXBY
We have a very special story time in 
June! Claire Saxby will be reading her 
beautifully illustrated new book called 
‘Iceberg’. 

Children will learn about the many 
different animals that live in some of 
the coldest regions of the earth.

There will be a craft activity for 
children to do. Claire will be signing 
copies of her books, which are available 
for purchase.

What’s happening 
with the Police 
Station?
A response to a letter written by David 
Laurie regarding the Riddells Creek 
Police Station...

Good Morning David,

My name is Inspector Chris Large, 
the Local Area Police Commander 
for the Macedon Ranges. I’m 
touching base regarding the e-mail 
you sent to the Minister regarding 
your concerns about the Riddells 
Creek Police Station.

I acknowledge the station has not 
been permanently staffed for a period 
of time since the retirement of 
Leading Senior Constable Doherty, 
however I’m pleased to be able to 
advise that we will soon be selecting 
Neil’s replacement, and that new 
member will be taking up residence 
within the coming month or so.

As you’ve highlighted, Riddell 
Roundup is an important way to 
connect with residents and I can 
assure you it will be a priority for the 
new officer to start providing content 
upon his or her arrival into the role.

As has been the case since Neil’s 
departure, Riddells Creek will 
continue to policed via neighbouring 
stations within our police service 
area, both via proactive tasking and 
responding to calls for assistance.

Regards,

Chris Large
Inspector
Macedon Ranges Police Service
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RIDDELLS CREEK 
PHARMACY

-  Professional Health Care, Service 
   and Advice 
-  Vitamins 
-  Huge range of Gifts for all occasions
-  Passport Photos
-  Natio, Max Factor cosmetics 
-  Asthma equipment, Blood Glucose & 
-  Blood Pressure monitors 

Open -  Mon, Wed & Thur 9am-7pm
 -  Tues & Fri 9am-6pm
 -  Saturday 9am-1pm

7 Station Street
Riddells Creek
Ph 5428 6622
Fax 5428 7765

What kind of music 
do rabbits like?

I can fly, I can walk 
and I can swim but I 
don’t get wet. What 

am I?

I am a horse 
without legs and 

a body, I jump but 
never run. What 

kind of a horse am 
I?

Riddells 
Riddles

Answers p.18

0431 138 101
Local Plumbing Solutions 
for the Macedon Ranges

www.kennedysplumbing.com.au

Biggest Morning Tea

10am Thursday 27th May, 2021

$10 donati on fee.  All money raised going to Cancer Research
Morning tea refreshments, tea and coff ee provided

Please call the hotel to book your spot.  All Welcome

New Regular Opening Hours
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

from 3pm till late

 Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
from 12noon till late

Function Room and Beer Garden available

Live music will start again soon
Please join our Facebook Page to keep up with all 

upcoming events

www.riddellscreekhotel.com

10-12 Hamilton Street
Riddells Creek
03 5428 6777
riddellscreekhotel.com.au
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Wisdom & Surgical Extractions Under Sleep 
Dentistry and General Anaesthesia 

at Kilmore Hospital
We Bulk Bill under the Child Dental Benefit Schedule

Riddells Creek - 5428 7737
Wallan - 5783 4727

www.advanceddentalgroup.com.au

YOUR LOCAL DENTIST

Emergency and Weekend 
Appointments Available
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1ST RIDDELL SCOUT 
GROUP
The enthusiasm of youth and adults 
blows my mind. In the second 
week of the school holidays the 
1st Riddells Creek Cub Scouts’ 
joined 3,300 other 8-11 year 

olds at Gilwell Park for the tri-annual 5 day camp. There 
is no doubt this is a highlight of all Cub Scouts journey 
and the excitement and adventure is contagious, 100% 
camping under canvas, no electricity or screens, just flat out 
adventure, with the favorite being the mud run.

The leaders did not miss out either, also having a great time with 
30 Cubs as they navigated wet sponges being fired at them, the 
giant slippery slide and of course joining in the mud run.

Our Scouts also shone in April bringing home a Gold Pennant 
from a camp called Stradbroke Cup held over Easter at 
Treetops Scout Camp. This is a camp where the Scouts have 
advisors come to their camp who provide guidance and tips on 
how to create an effective, safe and fun campsite. A day later, 
after the Scouts have prepared an evening meal which is also 
graded on a number of factors, they are then graded on their 
camp and the improvements. The “Carrots 2.0” Scout Unit 
took out a Gold Pennant for such a super performance. Oh, 
and there was all of the activities across the weekend with 250 
other Scouts from across the region to make it even more fun.

Venturers had Hoadley Hide over Easter at Blackwood. This 
is another Campsite under Scouts Victoria’s portfolio and, at 
an annual event that has been running for the past 69 years, 
100 Venturers had a great time hiking over 35kms with their 
full kit while taking part in all sorts of activities along the way 
and evening events and celebrations.

April has been an incredible month where we have seen 
Scouting shining brightly at the Scout Hall and on the 
campsite. 2021 is looking like being an amazing year.

Keep an eye on our Facebook page as we prepare for Joeys to 
re commence and bring a friend/open nights not far away to 
allow other youth to come and give Scouting a go.

1st Riddells Creek Scout Group is the Facebook page, and 
all other enquiries are welcome via gl.1striddellscreek@
scoutsvictoria.com.au or on 0483 849 830.

Hope you have enjoyed hearing about all of the adventures 
in April. We would love to see you come and give Scouting a 
try, 

Andrew Smyth, Group Leader.

Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell
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LIONS CLUB NEWS
Thank you to our generous community 
for your continued support to the Lions 
Easter Raffle.

It was enjoyable to all Lions to be out and about chatting to 
community members and visitors to Riddells Creek in the 
month of April while selling raffle tickets..

The lucky Easter Hamper winners are:

1st Prize        Raffael Merola       Ticket No. 1670
2nd Prize       Heather Tayler          Ticket No. 1698
3rd Prize          Glenda Storck         Ticket No. 1635

We are currently in grant application mode chasing 
government COVID funding.

Our goal is for an additional Sun shelter community space 
at the Sutherlands Road side of the Lions park, ideally 
an independent larger shelter to cater for our growing 
community and increased visitors to the Macedon Ranges, to 
better support our many user groups that frequent the park 
and to provide greater protection from our Macedon ranges 
weather.

Currently applications are in progress and awaiting 
notification; 

Rob Mitchells Stronger Community Grants application for 
$10,000

Bendigo Bank Community Funding for $13,000

MRSC Community Funding $12,000

Lions Activities fundraising account $10,000 est.

We have commenced discussions with MRSC for this much 
needed additional undercover space and any funding along 
with community support will play an integral part in the result.

Lions are also finalising details of a new memorial plaque at 
the base of the Flag pole outside the Mechanics Hall that 
went walkabout some time ago. In addition we recently 
purchased a new replacement Australian flag.

We continue to privately support families in need within our 
community. This support would not be forthcoming without 
the generosity of this community. Please contact us if you 
are aware of persons within our community who may benefit 
from a little assistance. 

There are so many great ventures and local ideas to support 

but more hands would make light work. 

If you believe you are in a position to assist on our 
Committee, annual membership is $110 per year, we would 
welcome some fresh new faces. Even if you are just good at a 
BBQ turning sausages!

If you are interested in becoming involved with Lions 
or taking part in upcoming projects please phone our 
membership Chairman Ian Arnel 0411 437 167 / Secretary 
Steve Williams 54287320 / Narelle McGellin 0408558156.

#WeServe #LionsAustralia

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK
To mark National Volunteer Week later this month, Sunbury 
and Cobaw Community Health’s Volunteer Central Vic service 
wants to acknowledge volunteers across the region who are 
helping our communities recover from the events of 2020. 

“We know that up to 36% of volunteers permanently stepped 
back from volunteering during the COVID pandemic last 
year,” says Lisa Richards, Coordinator at Volunteer Central 
Vic. “As a result, many community organisations and services 
are now desperately trying to recruit new volunteers. It is 
critical in this recovery period that we continue to support 
community connection and social cohesion through 
volunteering.”

Have you enjoyed volunteering in the past? Now is a great 
time to reconsider how to connect with what matters to 
you, whether that is helping the environment, working with 
animals, brushing up your workplace skills or supporting 
people in need. 

Volunteer Central Vic will be hosting drop-in desks at local 
libraries from 17 to 22 May where you can find out more 
about volunteering opportunities in your area. Staff will be 
there to offer advice and support and to invite you to imagine 
what volunteering might look like in the future through an 
interactive display. See their website for more details at www.
volunteercentralvic.com.au or call Lisa Richards on 5421 1619 
or email info@volunteercentralvic.com.au.
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The heart and hub of the community

Neighbourhood house

To celebrate our volunteer force 
in Riddell we will be hosting a 
Community Group Expo during 
Volunteer Week at the House 

All community groups are invited to 
contact the House and book a spot 

to display information and details about what they do to the wider community. 
Join us on Tuesday 19th May for an evening of showcasing and presentations 
between 4.30pm and 7.30pm.

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
The Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House would like to thank some special volunteers 
who have uniquely contributed their time, talents and resources during APRIL:

Ann Tonkin - Sorting our Recycling Hub and hosting our Youth Night 
Mustafa Ayhan - House maintenance tasks 
Cath and Colin Maplesden - Installing donated POPE hose 
Susie Laurie - installation of new sandpit 
Peter McGellin - upgrades on our computers.

MAY NEWS
FROM THE 

HOUSE

RECONNECTING RIDDELL
Riddell has done it tough in the last few years. It’s time to 
reunite and reinvigorate our community! “Reconnecting 
Riddell” is a project that will build a strong community that 
together has a united purpose for the future. 

Let’s connect, communicate, coordinate, share resources, 
and learn and work together.Join in with some of our 
activities over the coming months:

 • Giant Asset and Connections Map 
 • Host or Join a Kitchen Table Conversation 
 • Book a Place or Present at our Community Expo Join our 

Skills Bank 
 • Come Along to Our Community Session 
 • Join our Working Party 
 • Attend a Training Session 

For more details or to register your interest please 
contact Lisa Linton Community Development Manager 
54287836 or email manager@
riddellscreeknh.com.au 

Funded through Macedon 
Ranges Shire Council Community Funding

RIDDELLS CREEK STAKEHOLDER GROUP 
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House (RCNH) is inviting 
Expressions of Interest from Riddells Creek community groups 
and organisations for an independent Stakeholder Group. 

The purpose of the Stakeholder Group will be to connect, 
communicate and better coordinate community groups and 

their activities across Riddells Creek. Please give the House 
a call so we can email you an EOI Form. EOI close on Friday 
7th May 2021.

RECYCLING SCHEME

During April we welcomed Ann, our new Recycling Marshall. 
Together we have been sorting and organising our updated 
recycling hub - including clear signage.  

The Neighbourhood House has linked into a range of 
recycling initiatives meaning we can accept a large range of 
items at our Recycling Hub. Unfortunately we are no longer 
accepting milk bottle tops, however these can now be placed 
in the yellow MRSC recycling bin. 

*Expected changes to battery collection/recycling in June/
July 2021

Makers Market
Every third Saturday of the month at the performing arts 
centre at Riddells Creek Primary School from 9am-1pm.
The market is designed for local Artisans to display and sell 
their products to local communities in the area. The market 
is held on the same day as the popular Farmers Market. 

NEXT MARKET - 15TH MAY

Mens Shed
 TUESDAYS 10AM-3PM
 THURSDAYS 7PM-10PM
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 Business Advisory 

 Accounting and Taxation 

Services 

 Superannuation 

 Audit and Assurance 

 Bookkeeping & Payroll 

Services 

 Corporate and 

Administrative Services  

 

17 Nicholson Street, Woodend  

T: 03 5427 8100 

E: info@lmck.com.au 

www.langleymckimmie.com.au 

 

JOHN HABER
Grass Slashing, Mowing, 

Fire Breaks & Contract 
Hay Baling

Fully Insured & Workcover 
Approved

Heavy Tilt Tray Services 
• For Transporting Machinery, 

Containers, Vehicles, Site 
Sheds, etc.

• 9m Tilt and Slide Tray with an 
additional 6m trailer

• Interstate Specialist
T: 5428 7166
M: 0427 058 164
ABN 80 453 590 902

general practice 
of the year

16 BRANTOME STREET 
GISBORNE 3437

PH: 03 5428 3355
www.gisbornemedical.com.au

• New Homes
• Extensions
• Renova� ons
• Decks
• Pergolas
• Windows/Doors
• All building and carpentry needs

Call James for a free quote today
0437 682 442

• Family Law
• Capital Gains Tax

• Rental Determination
• Superannuation Compliance
• Deceased Estates / Probate

5A Station Street
Riddells Creek 3431

P: 5429 1344
M: 0411 415 945

E: nick@northwestern.net.au
www.northwestern.net.au

Your Ad Your Ad 
HereHere

85% of readers 
utilise the 
services of 

Riddell Roundup 
advertisers!
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Taking care of our local environment

Sustainability + Environment

2030: WILL WE MAKE IT?
The Antarctic ice shelves are getting ready to break away in 
about 30 years. We’re locked into the worst of the IPCC’s 
four climate warming scenarios. Tipping $10 billion into an 
Earth Fund, Amazon chief executive Bezos wants to spend 
it all in ten years. It’s now or never. Ten years to reverse 
our slide into catastrophe. At Riddells Creek Landcare, our 
budget is more modest and consists almost entirely of our 
voluntary labour. Where is that time going? 

We formed to protect the 120 hectares of bush at the top 
of Gap Road called Barrm Birrm, place of many yam roots. 
More Riddell residents are walking there, enjoying this 
gorgeous hill country. Our annual Clean Up Australia Day 
event in Barrm Birrm turned up the lowest amount of rubbish 
ever, and six year old Lhasa got his certificate for helping out. 
Those of you walking through Barrm Birrm are taking care 
of the place, picking up rubbish as you come across it. Even 
the party sites near the dam were clear of cans and bottles, a 
wonderful change from the old ‘dumping ground’ mentality.

In 2020, the Shire put up signs saying that Barrm Birrm is 
private land, and valuable vegetation. Amazingly, the flood of 
4WDs and trail bikes has eased up. That’s good, but there’s 
a slow increase of people camping illegally. Camping has 
a devastating effect, stripping away delicate grasses and 
exposing the surface to erosion. 

We now need a regular round of working bees to cut back the 
exotic acacias threatening to overpower the local ecosystem. 
Trees like Cootamundra and Sallow Wattle shade out the 
local grasses; gorse, blackberry and bluebell creeper all need 
attention. It’s not difficult work, but we want you to help us.

On the grasslands that fringe Riddells Creek, our group is 
using satellite photos to track and record the loss of Woody 

Grasslands, an endangered ecosystem. The Shire should be 
paying attention to any change in the way a grassland is used, 
but this hasn’t been happening, and we want to bring areas at 
risk to the attention of owners and the Shire.

And last, we connect our members to educational events 
where they learn how to look after their properties, and learn 
about the local flora and fauna. Drop me a line and you can 
join in too. 

These are all small actions, but think of them as the next 
step, like this keyline in a dry hillside. Just take the next step 
that you can take. 

Ross Colliver
Riddells Creek Landcar

Environmental 
eNews

The Macedon Ranges Shire Council produces an 
eNewsletter  each month which includes the latest 
updates on environment events and programs in the 
Macedon Ranges.

There are podcasts, workshops, online courses and 
more available. To subscribe, go to confirmsubscription.
com/h/t/BD0618C039E68C57

You can also share your local environment initiatives 
and events through this eNews. Please email through 
your submissions to environment@mrsc.vic.gov.au
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IN MY GARDEN
The days are getting shorter and cooler but this fact seems to have 
passed by my cannas. I divided them last winter and they seemed to 
take a long time to recover, producing flower spikes very late in the 
season so they are still in full bloom at a time when they are usually 
finished. My cannas are a dwarf variety called ‘Ace of Spades’ and 
they are a rich fire engine red, so are providing some welcome 
colour in the garden.

The weeping apricot is beginning to turn and the smokebush is 
giving a few hints of its eventual dazzling display. Many of my 
succulents are beginning to emerge from their summer dormancy 
and I’m taking cuttings of aeoniums especially – it’s called 
headchopping because you cut off the main rosette, make a cutting 
of this and then the remaining stem will hopefully produce a heap 
of new baby rosettes. I bought some new plant stands for my 
succulents to get them off the ground and hopefully out of the 
reach of slugs and snails that have made a right mess of some of my 
plants.

Last weekend I planted 12 cloves of garlic in one of my polystyrene boxes, watered the newly emerging sweet pea 
seedlings, picked a bunch of late autumn roses, picked the very last cherry tomatoes and froze a big container of them 
and admired the salvias putting on their last show of flowers before winter. I also watched an eastern spinebill sipping the 
nectar from the flowers of the Mexican lily Beschorneria yuccoides. The long thin flowers seem made for a bird such as 
this. This is a tough grey-green strappy leaved plant that is doing very well in my garden. It provides a good foil to the 
round green leaves of other plants.

By Melanie Kinsey

Riddells Creek Farmers Market 
April saw another hugely successful market with over 1,100 shoppers coming through the gates and nearly 
50 stalls of produce to choose from. 

Rachel, our market manager, has been busy tracking down some of the best new 
producers the region has to offer, so we always have something new alongside our 
wonderful regulars, many of whom have been with the market since it began. Last month 
we welcomed the lovely folks from Ortale Market Garden, a new business based in 
Cherokee, with some delicious fresh greens and veggies. 

One of our most popular stalls, Les Notres 
from Clarkefield, is opening a pop-up shop 
in Riddell from Sunday, 2nd May, so fans 
of their amazing French Pastries won’t have 
to wait until the next market. See their 
Instagram for more details. 

Our market is on every 3rd Saturday of the 
month, 9am-1pm at Riddells Creek Primary 
School and the next market is on Saturday, 
15th May. Keep an eye on our Instagram 
and Facebook pages for more information, 
and we look forward to seeing you there.

Mexican lily
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EGGPLANT PASTA SAUCE
We have lots of tomatoes that aren’t that great for salads or 
sandwiches and a bumper crop of eggplants from the garden 
this year, so I’m stocking up on pasta sauce for the winter.

My mother-in-law taught me how to make ‘Imam’s Biyildi’ 
(stuffed eggplant) but my daughter hated the look of 
eggplant so I modified the recipe and turned it into a pasta 
sauce - she now eats eggplant any which way!

INGREDIENTS
2 onions finely diced
¼-½ cup olive oil
4 cloves of garlic
4 tbs chopped parsley
1 tsp chopped dried mint
2-3 400g tins chopped tomatoes (or fresh tomatoes)
2-3 eggplants
1 tsp sugar
Salt and pepper to taste
2 tbs lemon juice

METHOD
 • Cut the stem ends from each eggplant and cut eggplants 

in half lengthwise.
 • Make 3 lengthwise slits, almost from end to end, cutting 

into the flesh, but not all the way through.
 • Heat 1/4 cup olive oil in a large saucepan over medium-

high heat.
 • Add the eggplant, cut side down, and fry gently, until dark 

golden-brown on the cut side.
 • Turn over and fry on the skin side a couple more minutes.
 • Remove from oil (most of it will have been absorbed) and 

chop when cool enough to handle.
 • Saute onion in a little olive oil, when soft add the garlic, 

tomatoes, parsley, salt, and pepper. Add chopped eggplant 
and simmer gently for 20-30 minutes, until it is a rich, thick 
sauce. Serve on pasta. Freezes well.
The story behind the original dish is that the Imam (a 
Turkish official in the Ottoman Empire) fainted when his 

wife told him she’d used up all the olive oil in making this 
dish. Eggplant is an oil sponge, it loves to soak it up. For the 
traditional recipe, go to www.food.com/recipe/imam-bayildi

• Log Book Servicing 
• Roadworthy Certificates 
• Tyres & Repairs 
• Wheel Alignment 
• Mechanical Repairs 
• Air Conditioning 
• Courtesy Car Available 

70 Main Road Riddells Creek VIC 3431   

 

 

 

  

(03) 5428 7555 

New Moon Circle
HARNESSING YOUR POWER THROUGH 

MOVEMENT & MANIFESTATION

$55 incl afternoon tea &  goodie bag
Saturday 15 May

2pm - 5:30pm
Riddells Creek Community Centre

74 Main Rd, Riddells Creek
For info www.sunrangesqoya.com.au

www.lovelifewithmonique.com
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Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change without notice. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply. 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (1547274-1571309) OUT_1846888, 16/02/2021

Bendigo Bank’s Complete Home Loan offers all the features 
you expect from a great home loan, and some you don’t.

Like super-competitive rates, free redraw and a 100% offset 
account on fixed and variable rate home loans.

Come home to a better home loan. Search Bendigo Bank 
home loans.

Your Quality, Locally Owned Solar Installer

Owned by Riddells Creek resident David Bruce.  
We’re dedicated to performance, quality & reliability

www.essentialsolar.com.au

Call today on  (03) 8335 9990  to book your free in home solar assessment
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MORE   SUPPORT   FOR   MACEDON   RANGES  
 SPORTS   PRECINC T     
Plans   for   a   major   sports   and   recreation   hub   in   New   Gisborne  
 have   received   a   further   boost   thanks   to   support   from   the  
 Andrews   Labor   Government’s   Growing   Suburbs   Fund.     

Local   Government   Minister   Shaun   Leane   has   announced  
 Macedon   Ranges   Shire   Council   will   receive   $3.2   million   from  
 the   Growing   Suburbs   Fund,   which   helps   Melbourne’s   rapidly  
 developing   interface   and   peri-urban   councils   deliver   high-
quality   facilities   for   their   communities.     

The   funding   will   help   deliver   the   first   stage   of   the   Macedon  
 Ranges   Regional   Sports   Precinct,   including   gardens,   a  
 wetland,   an   outdoor   gym,   barbecue   areas,   a   play   space   and   a  
 walking,   cycling   and   fitness   track.     

A   $41   million   development,   the   sports   precinct   has  
 previously   received   $11.6   million   from   the   Victorian  
 Government   towards   an   indoor sports   arena,   new   turf   and  
 synthetic   sports   fields,   tennis   and   netball   courts.     

This   is   the   first   time   Macedon   Ranges   has   received   Growing  
 Suburbs   Fund   support,   after   the   popular   and   successful   fund  
 was   expanded   to   peri-urban   councils   last   year.     

“I’m   delighted   the   Victorian   Government   has   continued   its 
support   for   our   thriving   community   with yet   more   significant  
 support   for   the   fantastic   sports   precinct   project,”   said  
  Member   for   Macedon,   Mary-Anne   Thomas, .  “We   know   the  
 Macedon   Ranges   is   a   great   place   to   live,   and   the   Regional  
 Sports   Precinct   will   make   it   an   even   better   one   –   this  
 investment   will   be   great   for   families,   children   and   everyone  
 in   our   community.”   

Since   its   establishment   in   2015   the   Growing   Suburbs   Fund  
 has   facilitated   $913.2   million   in   local   infrastructure,   created  

 more   than   8,880   jobs   and   supported   253   projects   across  
 Melbourne’s   fastest   growing   areas.     

For   more   information   on   the   Growing   Suburbs   Fund  
 and   otherlocal   government   grants   programs,   visit    www.
localgovernment.vic.gov.au     

news from our local member
Local News...

Mary-Anne Thomas MP
ADVERTISEMENT

LABOR MEMBER FOR MACEDON 

As your local Member 
of Parliament I am keen 
to hear from the 
community and 
assist with any 
State Government 
matter.
Mary-Anne Thomas

Authorised by MA Thomas, Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, Gisborne. Funded from Parliamentary budget.

Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 
9 Goode Street, Gisborne, VIC 3437
P: 5428 2138
E: mary-anne.thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au
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Celebrating Creativity Across the Ranges

ARTS,  CULTURE and Events

New Era for Gisborne Singers
After a pause of more than a year due to COVID-19, the 
Gisborne Singers will perform again in May. Their new young 
director, Luke Severn, has prepared a programme called 
‘Americana’, consisting of traditional and modern American 
compositions. The programme will be presented twice on 
Sunday 23rd May at the Barcham Theatre at Gisborne 
Secondary College. The first performance is at 1 pm. and the 
second at 3.30. Tickets are $40 (full), $35 (concession) and 
$20 (students). Children under 12 are free.

Bookings can be made via the choir’s website: 
gisbornesingers.org.au or by phoning 0480 156 263.

Choir members live not only in Gisborne but in Riddells 
Creek, Romsey, Lancefield, Woodend and Kyneton.

D’Arcy Wood

RAINBOW PRIDE
Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health is encouraging 
local businesses to display the rainbow flag in the lead up 
to this month’s International Day Against Homophobia, 
Biphobia, Interphobia and Transphobia or ‘IDAHOBIT’.  It 
is hoped that the Macedon Ranges will join thousands of 
organisations, schools and individuals across the country in a 
display of colour to celebrate the LGBTIQA+ community.

An official flag-raising ceremony will be held at the Kyneton 
Town Hall on Monday 17 May at 12pm with flags also being 

raised at Council buildings in Woodend and Gisborne.

“After being forced to hold last year’s flag-raising ceremony 
online,” says Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health’s 
Jeremy Hearne, “we are thrilled to be able to mark this 
important day together in person and we encourage all 
community members to join us.”

Hosted in conjunction with Macedon Ranges Shire Council, 
the event which has been held locally for the past five years 
aims to raise awareness of the discrimination LGBTIQA+ 
people still face. As well as taking part in the flag-raising 
event, everyone is encouraged to proudly display the rainbow 
colours in whatever way they can and send in their photos 
which will be shared online.

Send your rainbow photos to healthpromotion@scchc.org.
au.  If you need a flag to display at your business, contact 
5421 1666.

Save the Date
Saturday 9th October 2021 - Lancefield Park
The Lancefield/Macedon Ranges Relay For Life is 
happy to announce the rescheduled date for our 2021 
Relay. 

Funding from events like Relay For Life helps to sustain 
support services such as Cancer Council’s 13 11 20 
information and support line, which directly helped 
47 Macedon Ranges residents last year alone. It also 
includes Cancer Connect, which links those affected 
by cancer to others who are going through a similar 
experience. Funds raised also support research into a 
range of cancers including many of the lesser known 
cancers which are less well funded in terms of research.

To join the Lancefield Relay For Life event please phone 
1300 65 65 85 or visit relayforlife.org.au.

Riddells Riddles
 1. Hip hop
 2. A bird’s shadow
 3. A chess piece 
     (horse/knight)
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TRY SOME THING NEW AND CREATIVE AT 
DROMKEEN
Dromkeen is a beautiful homestead on our very doorstep. 
Why not try one of the creative courses on offer at 
Dromkeen over the next few months, visit the gallery or 
enjoy a cuppa (and one of Denise’s renowned vanilla slices!).

Take a look at what is on offer.

ANIMALS IN THE LANDSCAPE
Join talented Victorian artist Thel Cardwell for an Oils and 
pastels workshop.

When - Saturday 12th June, 1pm - 4pm
Cost - $50.00 per person

BLACKSMITHING WORKSHOP
Learn how to make a fire poker using traditional techniques 
with local blacksmith Rob Mansen.

When - 10am-1pm
Cost - $140.00 full price/$110.00 concession

For all bookings, contact bernadette@dromkeen.com.au

THE BARINGO FILM 
CLUB 

The Baringo Film Club is back with three 
screenings per week.

The programme for May 2021 is as follows:
Screening times: 3pm Wednesday, 3pm and 
6pm Saturday. 

5-8  It Must be Heaven 
  (Comedy/France )
12-15   The Children’s Act 
  (Drama/UK/USA)
19-22  A Good Woman Is Hard to Find
  (Thriller/Drama/USA)
26-29  Freedom Writers 
  (Drama/USA)

www.baringofilmclub.com

Pictured: Rob Mansen teaching a participant
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RIDDELLS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL
Riddells Creek Primary School is a great place to be. As a 
staff, we are a community of learners and continually review 
our curriculum planning and data to ensure we are meeting 
the needs of our students. These days, there is so much more 
to education than just the ‘3 Rs’.  

As the Principal of this school, I am immensely proud of our 
Arts programs – Visual Arts, Music and Drama. This year, 
we will showcase our commitment to the arts through our 
biennial school production, A Kidsummer Night’s Dream – 
based on the comedy written by William Shakespeare. We 
are bringing the event back to our school premises and will 
keep you informed as we progress so you can get your tickets 
to this high-quality performance. Thank you to Nick Gibson 
and Kira Verde for coordinating our production.

KIMOCHIS HAVE COME TO SCHOOL!!
RCPS is the first school in our network of schools to have 
adopted the social and emotional educational program called 
‘Kimochis’.  Kimochi (KEY MO Chee) means ‘feelings’ in 
Japanese.

It is a school-based, social and emotional learning program 
designed to give children the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
they need to recognize and manage their emotions, 
demonstrate caring and concern for others, establish 
positive relationships, make responsible decisions, and handle 
challenging situations constructively. Everyone has BIG 
feelings in challenging times.

We understand that being able to articulate and manage 
one’s emotions appropriately is necessary for school success, 
academic achievement, positive social relationships and the 
development of emotional competence.

The kimochi family consists of toy characters, keys to 
communication and a huge bag of feelings which provide real 
examples of and teach our students the core competencies of
self-awareness- self-management - social awareness - 
relationship skills - responsible decision making.

To find out more - RCPS will be holding a parent information 

meeting on Tuesday 25th May 6.00 pm at school. More 
information will be provided closer to the date through our 
newsletter, website and compass announcements. 

Amelia Desormeaux
Assistant Principal

Education in Riddells Creek

Learning Locally
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Top 10 picture books that will have kids laughing out loud
There is nothing better than getting a fantastic reaction from kids when you 
read them a really good picture story book. Here are some of my favourites, 
guaranteed to have kids laughing and interacting with the book as you read.

The book with no pictures / B.J. Novak
Rodney loses it / Michael Gerard Bauer
Triangle / Mac Barnett, Jon Klassen
I want my hat back / Jon Klassen
Did you take the B from my ook? / Matt Stanton
Stupid carrots / David Campbell
Bedtime is boring / David Campbell
Stuck / Oliver Jeffers
The day the crayon’s quit / Drew Daywalt
Alexander and the terrible, horrible, no-good, very bad day / Judith Vorst
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FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS
Dear Resident,

A new Chief Executive Officer has been appointed. Mr 
Bernie O’Sullivan has accepted the position of CEO, 
commencing May 10th. Bernie comes to us from the City 
of Greater Bendigo where he is the Director Strategy 
and Growth. Bernie also has an affinity with Macedon 
Ranges, growing up on a large farming property at Pastoria 
and attending school in Kyneton before embarking on an 
impressive career path.   We also acknowledge the input of 
Acting CEO John Nevins since late last year.   

As COVID restrictions ease, the Shire’s Service Centre 
opening hours are increasing. Woodend and Romsey will 
be 9am-2pm Mon–Fri, with Kyneton and Gisborne 9am-
4pm Mon-Fri.  Seeking to provide additional support to 
the community in the coming months, Council will also be 
trialling a web-chat function via Council’s website mrsc.vic.
gov.au (https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au).   

Disability Parking Permits are changing. Council has now 
transitioned to the new State-wide Accessible Parking 
Permit (APP) Scheme, an online system. Residents who 
require a new permit, or need to renew or replace a permit, 
will need to apply via this new application process. All 
existing Council permits will remain valid until they expire.

We recently attended the ‘New Residents’ event at 
Lancefield. A particularly good afternoon spent discussing 
issues with both old and new community members. A similar 
event will also be held in Romsey on April 18th. 

Rest assured we are working for ‘a better deal’ for East Ward 
during current Budget discussions. An item of particular 
interest is funding to repair/replace the picket fencing in 
Main Road, Riddells Creek. There are quite a few other 
requests on the table.

After last month’s article, we received many inquiries seeking 
further information on the Shire’s recycling woes. Basically, 
we are experiencing about a 16.9% contamination rate in our 
comingled recycling. Since the introduction of the four-bin 
system, recycling contamination rates have been reported 
as high as 30%. As the contamination rate in a truck goes 
up, so too does the cost to process the recycled materials 
and then dispose of the contaminants. If the contamination 
rate goes too high, the whole load goes to landfill and this 
costs more than double the clean recycling charge. Most 
of the contamination is non-recyclable plastic, composite 
packaging materials and plastic bags (recycling being put 
inside the bins in plastic bags). In February 2020, Council 

rolled out its fortnightly garbage and weekly FOGO service 
to approximately three quarters of the residents. The result 
has been a 32% decrease in household general waste. Further 
reductions are anticipated as the service is rolled out to the 
remaining areas of the Shire in July 2021.      

Till next time.

Annette Death  0427 956 117  
adeath@mrsc.vic.gov.au
Bill West  0400 025 455  
bwest@mrsc.vic.gov.au
Geoff Neil  0419 244 776  
gneil@mrsc.vic.gov.au   
 

Local Council News...

news from the shire
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F

Paws In Peace is a home euthanasia service for cats and dogs in the 
Macedon Ranges & surrounds, established by local veterinarian Dr 
Louisa Taylor. 

In your own home - Dr Lou provides a calm and peaceful end of life 
for pets in the comfort of their own home and has understanding and 
empathy for the family during this incredibly difficult time.

Stress free – Home euthanasia eliminates the stress of the car ride to 
the vet which so many pets do not enjoy.

Peaceful passing – Pets can remain in their own bed and can be held by 
their family members as they pass. Dr Lou administers a sedative to 
the pet first so that they don’t experience any worry or stress.

Aftercare arrangements available – Dr Lou can arrange cremation of 
pets by Edenhills Pet Cremations, including return of ashes directly to 
your home.

For more information please call 
Dr Lou 0412 866 036 

www.pawsinpeace.com.au
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Caring for our Community

Health & Wellbeing

RIDDELL COUNTRY PRAC TICE
WHY AM I SO TIRED DOC? PART 4 DEPRESSION
Physical symptoms are why many folk come to see their GP, 
but on many occasions the underlying cause turns out to be a 
psychological or mental health problem.

Exploration of the ‘tiredness’ may include follow up questions 
about problems sleeping or insomnia: it could be hard to 
fall asleep or early waking and finding it hard to fall back to 
sleep. Moods can change but sustained lowering of mood or 
sadness, for weeks on end, along with tearfulness associated 
with low energy, poor motivation and concentration are 
typical features of major depression. Anxiety and sense of 
panic can also be a feature with depression. 

Enjoyment of life can disappear and people question if life is 
worth living, at its worst. 

Suicidal thoughts are scary and can occur, even when people 
have no intention or plan to hurt themselves, but the GP 
will enquire if those thoughts are present, to help grade the 
severity of the depression. 

Once identified, a mental health plan will be drawn up and 
can include counselling options with the GP, a psychologist 
and/or a psychiatrist, with medications to help lift the 
mood, assist sleep and concentration, by altering the ‘brain 
chemicals’ or neurotransmitters (serotonin, noradrenaline, 
melatonin) which go out of balance with major severe 
depression. 

Call the GP if you have any concerns about any of these 
patterns of symptoms.

Dr Ken Baddeley

LOCAL COMMUNITY MEMBERS RAISING 
FUNDS FOR FIRST RESPONDERS
Local residents, Kate and Leanne have teamed up to 
fundraise for The Code 9 Foundation. Kate and Leanne both 
have family members who are former first responders who 
have been affected by PTSD. Their aim is to raise $40,000 
to train an assistance dog for Code 9 through Assistance 
Dogs Australia. 

The Code 9 Foundation was founded by Mark Thomas in 
2003 as a PTSD support group. From the small beginnings 
of a Facebook group with 30 members, Code 9 has now 
expanded to a membership of over 2,800 first responders, 
including police, fire, ambulance and dispatchers within the 
group. The foundation provides support to all first responders 
who have been affected by PTSD, depression, anxiety and 
other mental health conditions that result from their service 
to the community.

Leanne and Kate have set up the Riddell Fudge Factory and 
produce delicious homemade fudge, with 100% of sales going 
to Code 9 and they have already raised over $4000 in the 
past few months. If you would like to support Leanne, Kate 
and The Code 9 Foundation, visit the Riddell Fudge Factory 
on Facebook or look for them at the Riddells Creek Farmers 
Market.

For further information about The Code 9 Foundation, visit 
www.code9ptsd.org.au/

BROKEN GLASS FOUND IN 
NEIGHBOURHOOD
There is a lot of broken glass around Riddells Creek at 
the moment. Someone clearly thinks it is entertaining 
to break bottles on the roads, which is endangering 
the feet of dogs and local wildlife, and then even the 
kids at the primary school were prevented from using 
their own playground because of broken glass. If you 
see broken glass outside your property, please help by 
carefully sweeping up what you can. And if you are ever 
with someone who is breaking glass, please don’t be a 
bystander. Ask them to stop. 
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Meet Ralph (17 year old and Ruby 
(nine years old)

This is Jesse, 
a five year 
old Australian 
Bulldog

WALKING YOUR DOG AROUND RIDDELLS 
CREEK
Are you new to Riddells Creek and unsure what the local 
Council laws say about walking your dog? The MRSC 
Council Dog and Cat Order 2019 is pretty straightforward:

‘The owner of a dog must restrain the dog by means of a 
leash, chain or cord when the dog is in any public place that 
is not designated by Council as an off-leash area.’

The designated off-leash areas in Riddells Creek are:

 • Riddells Creek Recreation Reserve, Sutherlands Road 
(when sporting events and training are not in progress).
 • Rangeview Park, Rangeview Drive – the southeast area 

between Yellowgum Avenue and Parkview Terrace.

The Order lists lots more off-leash areas in other local towns. 
When exercising dogs off leash, owners must:

 • maintain a clear and unobstructed view of the dog at all 
times
 • carry a leash
 • maintain effective control (i.e. dog responds to calls, does 

not bother other people or animals).
There is some important info in the Order for cat owners 
too:

‘The owner of a cat must keep the cat securely confined to 
the owner’s property and must not allow the cat to wander 
at large outside of the owner’s property between sunset and 
sunrise.’

Good for local wildlife and good for your kitty too. For 
information visit:

www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/Live-Work/Cats-Dogs-Pets/Dog-Off-
Leash-and-Prohibited-Areas 

www.visitmacedonranges.com/blog/a-dog-friendly-
macedon-ranges-guide-for-summer-2018/

This is Lacey, 
a seven year 
Tricolour English 
Setter.
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Celebrating our local sports clubs and teams

Sports

CALDER FLY FISHING
BASICS AND BIOMECHANICS FROM A CHAMPION 
FLY CASTER
In April we had our life member, world casting champion and 
old friend John Waters come up to deliver a clinic in fly line 
casting.

His message was to focus on the basics, both overhead cast 
and roll cast, to get the fly line, leader, and the fly where it 
needs to be. We should consider all other casts a variation on 
the basics; the better the basics the better the variations. 

John invited us to base our casting on the application of 
biomechanics, the science of human movement, as we should 
in any sport. This denotes that motion should be initiated at 
the biggest joint and finish it at the smallest for optimum 
power production.

For us, fly casters, his message was to follow the science 
and best practice to master a cast, focusing on this body 
movement as the driver, not the rod or line; we should 
consider that an outcome. He also recommended that for the 
quickest and best fly placement we should minimize our false 
casts.

John detailed technical specifics such as rod grip, body 
stance, smooth movement and acceleration of the arm, and 
blocking of the wrist. He also detailed a good practice regime 
for casting improvement. Even seasoned fly fishers came 
away from the presentation with some new knowledge.

For more information on the Calder Fly Fishing Association 
visit calderflyfishing.com.au 

Louis Bokor

ROMSEY GOLF CLUB
In mid-March one of the large old trees dropped a huge 
branch. The club was concerned that this had unbalanced the 
tree and that a large branch extending onto the 5th fairway 
and towards the 5th green might also come down. After 
discussions with DELWP (Romsey Park is Crown Land) and 
the Shire it was decided that the Shire would review the tree 
to trim branches and lighten the load on the larger branches. 
Our thanks to Dean Frank and the team from MRSC.

2021 Algie Mitchell Shield (1st played in 1970) - all rounds 
are completed. The quarter and semi-finals were generally 
close matches leading to the final between current club 
champion, Mick Squire and past captain Scott Williams. The 

final, played in perfect conditions, was a very tight tussle with 
Mick coming out on top down the 19th.

Greens Works - two of our greens have been invaded by 
couch grass. This couch must be attended to before we 
scarify the greens or we will just cut it up and spread it 
more widely. On 29th March seven members worked with 
forks to lift the couch then small brushes to paint on a 
herbicide - very slow work. We scarified, seeded, fertilised 
and top dressed all greens on 13th April. Great efforts by our 
volunteer work force.

Men’s Pennant began on Sunday, 21st March at Trentham GC. 
Unfortunately that round was washed out. The 2nd round was 
played on 27th March at Mt Macedon GC. RGC registered 
a good win, 4/3 against the home team. The 3rd round, 11th 
April, was at Romsey. RGC took on Kilmore. Conditions were 
tough - drizzle, gusting NW winds and just 10 degrees when 
play began. RGC recorded a strong 4.5/2.5 win.

The 28th Romsey Challenge Bowl, held on Thursday 8th 
April saw 51 players from Dalhousie District and surrounding 
clubs tee off. The day was almost perfect and everyone was 
impressed by the steady improvements across the course 
and Romsey Park. The Woodend team came out winners with 
104 pts. RGC would like to thank TJ Scott & Sons who again 
sponsored the event.

As our course improves, word gets around and more players 
turn up for a hit. The club spends a great deal of time and 
money to maintain and improve the course and Romsey 
Park; it would be great if all visitors paid the very reasonable 
$10 for all day golf. This can be done online https://www.
romseygolfclub.net ‘BOOK NOW’ button or at the Green 
Fees box on the 1st tee.

For detailed reports on all results;
www.romseygolfclub.net/results/2021/
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RCJMBA
We have a fully loaded edition this month, so grab yourself a 
cuppa and settle on in. 

Grand Final day was huge. What an amazing effort from 
absolutely everyone. We are so proud of each and every 
player, volunteer, committee member, parent and sponsor 
who contributed in the lead up to and on the day.The day was 
a huge success both on and off the court. Raffle tickets were 
selling like hot cakes and many hungry tummies were looked 
after by those providing the onsite bbq. 

RIDDELL RAPTORS 
Winners are grinners, and the under 21s absolutely couldn’t 
wipe the smile off their faces. In an exceptional three day 
tournament the boys took out the grand prize with a 39 – 27 
point win. All representative teams played a phenomenal 
tournament; some great wins and losses by only a whisker. To 
think back to this time last year when we were tucked up in 
our homes to now being back on the court doing what we do 
best has been a real joy. 

Did it just drop about 15 degrees? Winter Season starts in 
the second week of Term Two. An update will be in next 
month’s newsletter, so be sure to keep an eye out to find out 
what has been happening in the first month of the RCJMBA 

winter season. 

Facebook – As always, please keep an eye out on the 
Facebook page for the most up to date and relevant 
information regarding basketball and tournament news.

RIDDELLS CREEK NE TBALL ASSOCIATION
At long last we are back and the enforced break has been 
way too long for our young netballers which is reflected in a 
drop in numbers for this season’s competition. Approaching 
the new season we have only registered six teams: two x 9 
and under, one x 11 and under, two x 13 and under and one 
x 17 and under. Sadly, we had to withdraw our 15 and under 
team due to lack of players, an uncomfortable first for our 
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Association. But we keep going to allow the girls and boys 
who still enjoy this great team sport to play competitively 
and enjoy themselves in a fun environment. We are always 
looking for recruits, especially in the 9 and under age group 
so contact Flo Wallace on 0408 360 128 if you have a 
youngster who is dying to show their talent. Games start on 
17th April and continue at the New Gisborne netball courts 
until August. 

Speaking of 9 and unders, training is usually held on the 
outdoor primary school courts on Wednesdays (rain, hail, 
wind and sunshine) for which we are extremely grateful to 
the school. However, in a first for these resilient youngsters 
we were able to train indoors at the Leisure Centre just 
before the season commenced, a bonus for all concerned. 
Everyone enjoyed the change of environment.

RIDDELLS CREEK PONY CLUB
What a busy month it has been for our local pony club. 
At the end of March we hosted the Central Zone Lowden 
Family. This event invited all pony club members from 
beginner riders on the lead to high level riders and everyone 
in-between. It ran smoothly with all riders competing in 
showing, show jumping, mounted games and fancy dress.  
It was great to see so many members back out and about 
enjoying their horses and ponies.  

We backed the weekend up with our annual Riddells Creek 
Easter Horse Trials. What an amazing event! We had riders 
competing for State Championships selection from all across 
the state. We offered grades for everyone starting at Grade 
Six for the riders starting out, all the way to the Grade One 
and 110cm classes. This is always a major event for our club 
and we want to thank each and every local sponsor who 
donated and helped create an even better event.  

Moving forward from Easter we have the Central Zone 

Games and Flat Teams Championships to which we are 
sending both flat teams and a games team to compete for a 
spot at the State Championships.  

We are also very honoured as a club to be holding the Pony 
Club Victoria State Horse Trials Festival on the 8th and 
9th of May. This event is the culmination of a season of 
training from many members across the state who have been 
competing and achieving qualifiers to be able to compete and 
be in contention for placings at the State Championships. 
This event hosts the best of the best in the higher grades 110-
3 alongside the interzone team’s competition for grades four 
and five where these members ride on teams for their zones.  

We are looking forward to a great month ahead. 

J’Aime Mallon

MACEDON RANGES WIN TOP HONOURS 
AT COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS
For the first time, the Macedon Ranges has taken out 
Division 1 at the Basketball Victoria Country (BVC) 
Championships on the weekend.

The Macedon Ranges Basketball Association’s (MRBA) 
Under 14 Boys’ squad took top honours winning ten games 
straight over three days at the round robin tournament in 
Traralgon. As a result they are now the top ranked country 
basketball team for their age group in Victoria.

MRBA President, John Gehman, acknowledged “the huge 
effort from the boys for going ten for ten against the best 
from much bigger associations like Geelong, Bendigo, 
Warrnambool and Ballarat”. 

About the win, Head Coach, John Maxwell from Gisborne, 
said “our main focus this weekend was our defensive 
intensity. From game one to then we were able to maintain a 
very high standard which is a credit to the team’s depth and 
fitness.”

The MRBA squad is a true representation of quality 
basketball from across the shire with coaches and players 
being drawn from across the Macedon Ranges. 

David Huxtable, General Manager, Member and Community 
Services for Basketball Victoria, stated “the Macedon 
Ranges should be extremely proud of the boys’ achievement 
in winning Division 1 at the Country Championships. It is 
a testimony to the hard work of all the players, coaches 
and committee for such a small association to achieve the 
Division 1 Victorian Country Championship flag”.

The Country Championships are held each year for U12, 
U14, U16 and U18 representative teams from across Victoria. 
Each association fields its strongest team to take on the 
best from across the state from as far afield as Swan Hill, 
Wodonga and Warrnambool. 
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The MRBA sends its congratulations to all involved in this 
major achievement including Head Coach - John Maxwell, 
Assistant Coach - Chris Tarrant, Team Manager – Anthony 
Woodcock and all the players – Christian Beecroft, Rhys 
Garrahan, Alex Gray, Noah Hanegraaf, Ruben Hewitt, 
Sonny Maxwell, Finn McGinty, Luke Laird, Ben Taylor and 
Joel Zoch.

For taking out Division 1 at the Country Championships, 
the MRBA squad also gain automatic entry to the National 
Junior Classic in September, where they will take on the best 
metropolitan and country teams from across Australia.
Pictured: MRBA Under 14 Boys with medals

RCR
Hope everyone enjoyed their Easter 
break in our Combined Summer/ Winter 
SBA Competition season. For many RCR 
families the holidays included a return to 
travelling around the state with regional and representative 
basketball comps.

VICTORIAN COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Ben Taylor represented Macedon Ranges Basketball 
Association (MRBA) in the U14 Victorian Country 
Championships in Traralgon. Congratulations to Ben’s team 
- they made it through to the National Championships in 
September. MRBA is our local pathway to these higher level 
comps and we’d like to thank the MRBA for the opportunity 
provided to our players.

Livvy and Tilly were all smiles as they played in the U12 
MRBA team in Traralgon. Shawn Bowden joined the U19A 
MRBA team while Ollie played in the U12 team in Bendigo.

RCR player and RCJMBA Referee Max O’Connell scored 
a gig refereeing in the U12 Vic Country Championships in 
Bendigo. This was a great opportunity for Max to further 
develop his ref skills and we are very proud he was chosen. 
Thanks to Jo Poyser, a valued RCR committee member who 
as RCJMBA Committee member is responsible for recruiting 
and training of junior referees within RCJMBA. Max started 
referee duties three ago and has earned the respect of 
everyone on and off the court. Being selected for a gold medal 
game shows that Max has a strong ref career ahead.

CALL OUT FOR RIDDELL RAPTORS PLAYERS – 
BALLARAT COMPETITION 12-14TH JUNE 2021
All players registered with RCR and RCJMBA are eligible to 
represent Riddells Creek in RCJMBA’s representative team 
– Raptors. Get involved and don the purple shirt!! Contact 
Scott Butler if you are interested rcjmbarep@gmail.com

There were many RCR players that keenly returned to 
Raptors with some great wins at the Whittlesea City 
Basketball Association (WCBA) Junior Autumn Classic 
Tournament. Congrats to all involved on a fantastic weekend 
of basketball. Special mention to the U21 team - who as 
premiers were undefeated in all their games.

Season Fees: Final $160 instalment of fees for the extended 
season were due on 30 April 2021. If this has been 
overlooked then please pay ASAP or contact us if any issues.

Pictured: MRBA player Ben Taylor       Pictured: MRBA players Livvy and Tilly
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Call 1300 650 422    SMS 0480 015 200

Customer 
Assistance
Programs to suit 
your needs.

Find out more at 
westernwater.com.au/assist
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Community and Essential Services
 
POLICE // FIRE // AMBULANCE  EMERGENCY...........000
Riddells Creek CFA .......................03 5428 6000 / 000 
Riddells Creek Police Station..........03 5428 6171 / 000 
State Emergency Services (SES)......................13 25 00
Macedon Ranges Shire..........................03 5422 0333  
(including emergency after-hours and access to on-call Local Laws rangers)
Riddells Creek Post Office.......................... 5428 6602 
Riddells Creek Men’s Shed .....................(Don Clark) 0409 334 551
Riddells Creek Primary School...........…03 5428 7277
Riddells Creek Kindergarten................... 03 5428 7207
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House...... 03 5428 7836
VicEmergency Hotline:........................... 1800 226 226
Wildlife Victoria — to report injured animal:...1300 094 535
Poisons Information Centre (VIC):..................13 11 26
Lifeline—crisis support and suicide prevention: ...13 11 14
DirectLine—drug and alcohol support.......1800 888 236
Family Drug Help ....................................1300 660 068
Suicide call back service: ........................1300 659 467
Kids Helpline: ...........................................1800 551 800
MensLine Australia: ................................1300 789 978
1800RESPECT ...................................1800 737 732 24
24 hour national sexual assault, family and domestic violence counselling line
Centre for Non-Violence…...................... 03 5430 3000
Translating & Interpreting Service....................... 131 450
Free access to a telephone or on-site interpreter in your own language. 
Immediate phone interpreting is available 24 hours, every day of the year.

Riddell Roundup Advertisers
 
Advanced Dental Group........................................03 5428 7737
Andrew Baddeley - Podiatrist................................. 03 5428 7591
Bendigo Community Bank ............................................5420 7210
Cassie McTaggart (Riddells Creek Dancing School) ................. 0439 413 222
Dromkeen ............................................................... 0432 282 704
Gisborne Medical Centre ...................................... 03 5428 3355
Essential Solar........................................................03 8335 9990
Gisborne Peak Winery................................................. 5428 2228
HighTech Plumbing and Gas ............................... 0401 182 948
JB Painting & Decorating ................ .54287542 / 0412 540 789
John Haber Grass Slashing ............... 5428 7166 / 0427 058 164
Langley McKimmie Chartered Accountants .............. 03 5427 8100
Macedon Ranges Chaffeur Cars  ......................... 1300  85 35 75
Macedon Ranges Family Law ......................................... 5428 8711
Nolan Builds ............................................................0437 682 442
NorthWestern Property Group ....................................5429 1344
Paul the Electrician ................................................. 0416 190 968
Pearce Webster Dugdales Law........................................9670  0700
Poultons Garage.............................................................5428 7555
Powered Services ....................................................0401 661 400
Riddell Motors ...............................................................5428 6190
Riddells Creek Hotel  ....................................................5428 6777
Riddells Creek Pharmacy...............................................5428 6622
Riddell Stockfeed.......................................................... 5428 7001
Sheridan Blinds................................0419 034 941 / 0417 526 844
Sacred Heart College  ............................................. 03 5421 1200
Slipstream Motorcycles.............. .............................. 9740 3100
Smillie Appliance Servicing .................................... 0414 355 409
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Open Evening
Tuesday 18 May, 4pm – 8pm
Book Online: shckyneton.catholic.edu.au

Sacred Heart College Kyneton

Hands on activities, information sessions 
and displays – something for everyone.


