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SHARING WHAT WE HAVE
The Neighbourhood House has have set up a Community 
Pantry, for people to take what they need - no questions 
asked. 

Donations of non-perishable food/cleaning/personal care 
products can also be made at any time. You can find the 
pantry on our front verandah.

Thanks to a team of dedicated, physically distancing 
volunteers, our community garden is looking great again. 
There are vegetables planted and we look forward to sharing 
its harvest in the future. 

Our refurbished house (pictured below) is looking fabulous too.

More RCNH news on page 10...

Pictured below: The Neighbourhood House are full of colour this spring

Support your local news.
Riddell Roundup is a not-for-profit publication 
brought to you every month by dedicated volunteers 
and auspiced by the Riddells Creek Neighbourhood 
House. Email riddellroundup@gmail.com to 
subscribe for your free full colour electronic copy.

-NOVEMBER 2020 -
Riddells Creek  
Farmers Market 
Sat 21st nov 2020
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 Attention all Customers

Notice of 
Change of Hours

As of Monday 2nd November, 
we will be open until 8pm every 

night of the week

Thanks, Joanne

Shamrock No.16 Pty Ltd T/As Riddells Creek Supermarket
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Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell

Pictured above: Riddells Creek, 24th September 2017, from a vantage point at the bottom of Rivergum Road during a tranquil Spring 
Pictured below: Riddells Creek in flood, 28th November 2010, from the same vantage spot as the photo above 
Photos by Robin Godfrey
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Volunteering, Safety, Commmunity Building and Socialising

Community Group Updates

RIDDELLS CREEK CFA
FIRE RESTRICTIONS
At this stage it’s not known the 
exact date of when restrictions will 
commence for the Macedon Ranges 
and the City of Hume. However, once 
restrictions are declared there can be 
no burning off without a valid permit. 

If you’re planning to do any burning 
off in the next few weeks please refer 
to the CFA website, local council 
websites or phone the station. If you 
are burning-off before the fire danger 
period please register this with the 
VicFire Burn-off notification line on 
1800 668 511.

FIRE SEASON PREPAREDNESS
Recently Mount Macedon, Hesket 
Kerrie and Riddells Creek brigades 
hosted a number of virtual community 
engagement sessions in October to 
support the local communities plan 
for this summer. You can access these 
recorded sessions via the Riddells 
Creek CFA Facebook site. 

La Nina forecast for coming months 
means the possibilities of increased 
rainfall, severe thunderstorms and 
longer heatwaves. With this in mind, 
now is the time to prepare your 
property for summer. A well-managed 
property means:

 • removing fuel sources away from 
your house (BBQ cylinders)
 • cleaning debris from the roof and 

gutters
 • checking Fire Danger Rating before 

using any mechanical equipment.
Further information can be found on 
the CFA website.

SANTA RUN
Under the current COVID-19 
environment, the traditional interaction 
with Santa and the lollies provided to 
the children may alter.

TURN OUTS
Over the last month the brigade has 
responded to 5 calls. Only 1 incident in 
the Riddells Creek Brigade area with 
the remaining 4 supporting calls for 
Bulla, Bolinda, Romsey and Sunbury.

This year the brigade has responded to 
a total of 88 incidents.
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BRIGADE CONTACT DETAILS

Fire Station Phone: 5428 6000 
www.facebook.com/
RiddellsCreekFireBrigade 
www.instagram.com/riddells_creek_cfa    
www.cfa.vic.gov.au 
EMERGENCIES ONLY - 000

SENIOR CITZ
Hello Everyone, 

First of all, my apologies for not 
getting our contribution into last 
month’s Roundup. So I have sacked my 
Secretary and am now on my own. So 
look out!

There’s one thing about it, you didn’t 
miss much as there is really nothing 
new to relate.

To be back at the Club by Christmas, I 
don’t think is on the agenda, but watch 
this space, you never know. 

The main thing is for you all to stay 
positive and keep active in the hope 
that we will be all together before too 
long. Your health is most important to 
us, so please keep safe and don’t forget 
your mask. Till next time 

Edna     54286163

BOOK CLUB
On a glorious sunny spring day, under 
a shady oak tree, the book club group 
finally met (albeit 1.5 metres apart), 
now that 10 people are permitted 
together in a public space. We enjoyed 
a picnic afternoon tea and watched 
the ducks with their tiny ducklings and 
discussed the latest book: All the Light 
We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.

All but two members (who had not read 
it) found it to be beautifully written, 

with 530 pages that keeps the reader 
constantly anxious for the next page. 
There are no chapters as such, while 
the story moves back and forth through 
time, covering the period before and 
during World War II (particularly the 
bombing of Saint-Malo) and finishes in 
2014. 

We are introduced to the three main 
characters: Marie-Laure is a blind 
French girl; Werner is a talented young 
man, clever with radio transmitters, 
who unwittingly joins the Hitler Youth 
movement, not realising what lies ahead. 

Finally, Von Rumpel is a cruel jewel 
expert collecting for the Führer by 
seizing fine artworks and valuable 
collectibles, all whilst hoping to retrieve 
a missing ancient and cursed jewel that 
he believes will cure his cancer. Other 
characters include Marie’s father, 
her great uncle Etienne (who is also 
very clever with radio transmitters), 
Frederick and Volkheimer. At times the 
story was quite chilling, at other times 
thought provoking, other times sad, but 

the book was always very interesting.

An excerpt from the back cover: ‘In 
this magnificent, deeply moving novel, 
the stories of Marie-Laure and Werner 
illuminate the ways, against all odds, 
people try to be good to one another.’ 
Recommended by the book club 
readers.

CWA
Hello Fellow Riddellians,

Hopefully everyone is enjoying the 
longer days. By the time you read 
this, we may be enjoying some more 
freedom.

CWA has been very quiet this year. We 
have had a few zoom meetings and our 
AGM. We are all looking forward to 
being able to resume next year.

If you would like to know who we are, and 
what we do, feel free to give me a call.

Karen 0408 792 426
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Riddells Creek Hotel is OPEN for drinks and dine in 
meals as from Thursday 2nd July, 2020

Our current opening hours are:

BAR  Open from 3pm Monday-Saturday

BISTRO We have dine in seating for 20 patrons.   
  Bookings preferred.

  Monday-Saturday 

  2 sittings           5.30-7pm

     7.15-9pm

  Sundays - We will be open for lunch 
    from Sunday 25th October

Our Take-Away service for meals and drinks will 
continue to operate. Delivery may be limited to 
Riddells Creek ONLY. Pick up is always available
Thank you to our wonderful Community for your 
continued support and understanding. Helping to 

keep our community SAFE and WELL

10-12 Hamilton Street
Riddells Creek
03 5428 6777
riddellscreekhotel.com.au

SERVICE INTERRUPTION NOTICE
There will be a complete shutdown on the Sunbury / Bendigo /Swan 
Hill and Echuca Lines as follows:
From Friday evening the 6th November up to and including 
Saturday 21st November. Coaches will replace trains, with a mixture 
of express, semi express and stopping coaches. Please plan ahead 
and allow extra time for your travel.
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Wisdom & Surgical Extractions Under Sleep 
Dentistry and General Anaesthesia 

at Kilmore Hospital
We Bulk Bill under the Child Dental Benefit Schedule

Riddells Creek - 5428 7737
Wallan - 5783 4727

www.advanceddentalgroup.com.au

YOUR LOCAL DENTIST

Emergency and Weekend 
Appointments Available
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Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell

• Log Book Servicing 
• Roadworthy Certificates 
• Tyres & Repairs 
• Wheel Alignment 
• Mechanical Repairs 
• Air Conditioning 
• Courtesy Car Available 

70 Main Road Riddells Creek VIC 3431   

 

 

 

  

(03) 5428 7555 

LIONS CLUB 
NEWS
“thread a little magic 
– make someone’s day wonderful”

Believe it or not, the Riddells Creek 
Lions Club has mastered the online 
digital world of Zoom meetings. At 
our October members’ meeting we 
conversed with the Zone Chairperson 
1VDG Harry Brindley ASM and 
Zone Chairman Alan McGaughey 
who welcomed and inducted our new 
members and conducted a group 
discussion of local projects with awards 
for the good work being undertaken.  

Our Christmas cakes have arrived 
and as restrictions lift you may see us 
outdoors selling. They will be available 
to purchase after Cup weekend at 
Riddells Creek Foodworks and the 
Riddell Nursery.  Should you wish to 
order some cakes direct, please make 
contact with one our members noted 
below and we will work out pickup/
delivery, or keep your eyes on our 
Facebook page for our location at 
upcoming events.

Membership Chairman Ian Arnel 0411 
437 167 / Secretary Steve Williams 
54287320 / Narelle McGellin 
0408558156
(Puzzle thanks to Taylors Lakes Lions Club ISO newsletter)

CASABLANCA     SOUTH PACIFIC     ALL ABOUT EVE    
ROMAN HOLIDAY  REBECCA      STAGECOACH  
KING KONG  BEN HUR  CITIZEN KANE 
THE BIG SLEEP  HIGH NOON  NOTORIOUS
A STAR IS BORN RED DRIVER  REAR WINDOW
PSYCHO  MRS MINIVER  THE QUIET MAN
MY FAIR LADY  THE AFRICAN QUEEN
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Thank you Victoria. 

As hard as this is, every sacrifice 

we’re making is making a 

difference. But we can’t stop now, 

or lose everything we’ve worked for. 

We will get through this together.

For details go to 
vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

EVERYTHING

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

WE’RE DOING IS

Time for a Bath!          Photo by John Power
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The heart and hub of the community

Neighbourhood house

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT THE HOUSE?
Although the House building itself is closed there is still a lot 
going on.

We are still running a range of FREE activities online through 
the House including yoga, meditation and Dungeons and 
Dragons. See our website or FB page for more information.  
Alternatively, you can ring on 5428 7836 or email Celia, our 
programs coordinator at coordinator@riddellscreeknh.com.
au.

EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO
Festival
Have you heard the whispers that the Riddells Creek 
Community Festival is happening this year? 

A diverse group of community members have put their hands 
up to bring this event to life.  Because of COVID-related 
restrictions, the festival will be online.

The Riddells Creek Community Festival (RCCF) will run 
from Friday 27 to Sunday 29 November 2020, offering a full 
weekend program and with something for everyone to enjoy!

If you would like to join this group of festival organisers, or 
support the festival in any way, please contact us for more 
information.

Reconnecting Riddell
A community stakeholders meeting on 9 November 2020 
at 10.30am is part of our Reconnecting Riddell project. 
This project is about creating resilience and working as one, 
particularly in times of emergencies. 

2020 has taught us that we all need to support and work 
together as we live in a world of immense change and 
uncertainty.

We encourage all community groups to be involved.  Please 
contact Celia to find out more about this event and get your 
Zoom link.

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND ANNUAL 
REPORT
We conducted our AGM (via Zoom of course!) on 19 
October. We had 47 people attend and hear from our guest 
speaker Nicole Battle, CEO of Neighbourhood Houses 
Victoria. The consensus and feedback from the AGM has 
been overwhelmingly positive and we welcome our two new 
Board members, Niki Wells and Mus Ayhan.

The Board is now:

President  Kristine Rawlinson
Vice-President  Samantha Stark
Secretary  Justine Morgan
Treasurer  Nicole Rowan
Ordinary Members Maria Loriente, Mercedes Ramirex,
   Niki Wells, Mus Ayhan

For those of you who were unable to attend, you 
can see our Annual Report and the speech I made 
on behalf of the board on our website: https://www.
riddellscreekneighbourhoodhouse.com/. The Annual Report 
contains comprehensive information about the House’s 
activities and finances. I would like to invite anyone with 
any questions about the House’s finances, governance 
or programs to get in touch – we’d love to have the 
conversation.

We were proud to report a net profit for the year ended 30 
June 2020. Our bank balance as at 30 June 2020 was over 
$80,000.

More importantly, we are proud to report that the 
Association is fully compliant, accessible to all, refurbished 
through Federal Government grant monies and travelling in a 
very positive direction.

Below are excerpts from the presentations by our President 
on behalf of the Board.

“I could not be more proud of how our community, and 
in particular our staff, volunteers and board have worked 
together to build partnerships and create projects that will 
secure a healthy and vibrant future in Riddells Creek.”

“The Board is very confident that we are now in a very 
healthy financial position with a strong emphasis on 
community development. We also have the full support of 
our funding bodies, the Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Macedon Ranges Shire Council, and of 
the sector’s peak body, Neighbourhood Houses Victoria. 
They are all truly impressed with the calibre of the Board 
membership, our recent achievements, including becoming 
a registered charity, and our dedication to the future of the 
House.”

“So, tonight I say, let’s celebrate all we have achieved and 
how far we have come. Let’s acknowledge the hard work 
and dedication of previous committees to get the House 
up and running. Importantly, let’s think about why we are 
here tonight and why we continue to be involved in the 
Neighbourhood House.”



- 11 -

RIDDELLS CREEK FARMERS MARKE T
MARKET COORDINATOR AND OTHER ROLES AVAILABLE
The FM committee hopes everyone in Riddells Creek enjoys our market and the 
benefits it brings to our community. These include great food, produce and a friendly 
place to catch up with friends and neighbours. The market also helps create local jobs,  
promote new local businesses and boost our local economy - local local local!

The FM committee has steadily strengthened our market with assistance from our 
current Market Coordinator, who has recently decided to take on new challenges. So 
we are now looking to appoint a new Coordinator - and given our growth we are also looking to expand our capabilities 
to ensure the market is here for the long term.

The Riddells Creek Farmers Market (RCFM) is building a small professional team to:

 • coordinate the monthly market and liaise with stall holders
 • develop and deliver a marketing plan to promote the market across the region, including conducting customer and 

stall holder surveys
 • provide administrative support to the RCFM committee including accounts, annual budget, minutes and reporting
 • create and deliver events at the market, such as fundraising BBQs, cooking demonstrations or foster partnerships 

with other groups in Riddell - innovative ideas are welcome.
The RCFM committee is seeking expressions of interest from suitably experienced people to undertake these broad 
roles on a part-time sub-contract basis. Roles will be ongoing, subject to performance review by the FM committee. 

The Market Coordinator role will commence in December 2020 to ensure coordination of markets for 2021 can be in 
place by January 2021.

Expressions of interest close 30th November 2020.

Please contact the FM Committee by email - riddellscreekfm@gmail.com or call Lachlan Milne, Secretary on 
0419 120 044.



- 12 -

 

A Ministry of Mercy Education Limited - ABN 69 154 531 870 

Contact our Registrar for enrolment enquiries: T: 5421 1238   
E: dlawrence@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au W: www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au  

Learn. Care. Flourish. 
SSaaccrreedd  HHeeaarrtt  CCoolllleeggee  KKyynneettoonn 

Years 8-12, 2021 - Limited Places ● Year 7, 2022 - Waiting List 

Interested in discovering more about life at Sacred Heart College? 
Our Principal, Dr Darren Egberts, invites prospective parents and students to 
participate in one of our Virtual Conversations via Zoom. 
When: 18 November commencing at 9:30am 
How:   Register using the online booking form on the Tours page of the  
 College website. A Zoom link will be sent by email. 

Wishing our Class of 2020 the very best as they approach their final exams.  
While the year hasn't been what we expected, your resilience and determination  

has been admirable. We know you will all do your best.  

 

 

 
 

 

 Business Advisory 

 Accounting and Taxation 

Services 

 Superannuation 

 Audit and Assurance 

 Bookkeeping Services 

 Corporate and 

Administrative Services  

 

 

17 Nicholson Street, Woodend  

T: 03 5427 8100 

E: info@lmck.com.au 

www.langleymckimmie.com.au 

 

JOHN HABER
Grass Slashing, Mowing, 

Fire Breaks & Contract 
Hay Baling

Fully Insured & Workcover 
Approved

Heavy Tilt Tray Services 
• For Transporting Machinery, 

Containers, Vehicles, Site 
Sheds, etc.

• 9m Tilt and Slide Tray with an 
additional 6m trailer

• Interstate Specialist
T: 5428 7166
M: 0427 058 164
ABN 80 453 590 902

general practice 
of the year

16 BRANTOME STREET 
GISBORNE 3437

PH: 03 5428 3355
www.gisbornemedical.com.au

JOKE OF THE MONTH    
Q.  How do you get a squirrel to like you?

A. Act like a nut!

• New Homes
• Extensions
• Renova� ons
• Decks
• Pergolas
• Windows/Doors
• All building and carpentry needs

Call James for a free quote today
0437 682 442



- 13 -

Taking care of our local environment

Sustainability + Environment

CREEK STORIES
I’m jealous. Here is the centrefold of the Gisborne Gazette - 
a double page feature titled: ‘Fond Memories of the Queen 
of the Skies’. Yes, the big fat jumbo, the 747, is being retired, 
and here are stories from former pilots, engineers and cabin 
staff about their experiences with that aircraft. 

Gisborne, and Riddell for that matter, were towns where 
airline pilots and airport staff lived, and their love of the 747 
shines through. It is a fine piece of journalism of the local 
kind, telling stories that connect older residents and new to 
the history of the place and celebrating the lives that have 
made our towns. 

Turning the page, blow me down if there isn’t another full 
page on the 747! Then on to ‘Kids Corner’ for three pages, 
then Pets and then at last, ‘Green Thumbs.’ Yes! It’s the 
environment and garden double page and there in the bottom 
right corner is the first instalment of Creek Stories, a project 
I’ve been labouring over for months now, finally in print. 

Creek Stories (www.creekstories.net) are stories about 
creeks and the people looking after them. It’s a project of the 
environment groups of Riddell, Gisborne and Macedon, in 
what’s known as the Jacksons Creek catchment, at the top of 
the Maribyrnong River.

Like the 747, creeks are lovely things, and like the 747, they 
need a lot of looking after. Creek Stories celebrates the 
people who put in their time voluntarily to look after their 
local creek. Their efforts benefit the plants and animals that 

 Pictured: Robert Blair, Sandy Creek, from www.creekstories.net

live in the creek, and the humans who retreat to the creek 
for the solace of moving water and the spacious soundscape 
of a healthy creek. 

Creek Stories is a signpost to our local creeks, and a 
celebration of the people who keep them healthy. One day, 
we might find these stories splashed across the double page 
centrefold of the Gazette, but in the meantime, the bottom 
right-hand corner of Green Thumbs is a good start.

Ross Colliver, Riddells Creek Landcare

WESTERN WATER INNOVATION 
IDENTIFYING SPILL HOTSPOTS
Western Water is using Artificial Intelligence to monitor its 
network and identify areas where sewer spills happen most 
frequently.

Since January, Western Water has cleared more than 100 
blockages across its service region including the Macedon 
Ranges. Gisborne was identified as one of the most affected 
communities in the region.

Western Water’s Chief Operating Officer, Graham Holt 
said blockages are costly and cause significant harm to the 
environment, so it’s important to invest in new monitoring 
technologies.

“The technology, combined with historical data, helps us 
predict the high incidence areas,” Mr Holt said.

“As a result, we’re monitoring those areas more closely”.

Mr Holt said that most blockages are caused by customers 
throwing fats down the sink, flushing something other than 
toilet paper or planting invasive trees near pipe networks.

“Sewer spills present a risk to the environment and cost a lot 
to fix,” he said.

“At Western Water, we’re focussed on keeping bills 
affordable, and we hope customers will help us meet this goal 
by taking care of what they put down their sinks and toilets.

Now we know the high-risk regions, we’re reaching out to 
these communities to do the right thing. What you flush can 
impact your entire neighbourhood.” 

westernwater.com.au/whatnottoflush
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THIS MONTH IN MY GARDEN
As spring moves onwards were you dazzled by the display from the 
crab-apples along Main Rd in mid-October? I know I was! I think they 
are Malus ioensis ‘Plena’, in case you wanted to buy one. Such a mass 
of white and palest pink! Malus floribunda flowers a couple of weeks 
earlier and has smaller flowers. Plant both and have a succession of 
crab-apple blossoms! Also flowering are my echiums, with their tall 
spikes of flowers ranging in colour from ultra-violet purple, through 
sky blue to pale blue. The echiums have had a bit of a bad rap because 
of the notorious Patterson’s curse Echium plantagineum, but the 
garden variety known as the pride-of-Madeira or tower-of-jewels 
are a tough drought-tolerant plant from the Canary Islands. Tough 
enough for here!

In my temporary vegetable garden in polystyrene boxes, I have 
harvested all the cos lettuce and sown more seed for an early summer 
supply. A sneaky mollusc decimated the baby seedlings only days 
after they emerged! So, I will have to sow more seed. I have also 
purchased my one and only tomato – Burnley Surecrop – and have 
it growing inside until after Cup Day. Anything labelled with Burnley 
reminds me of my student days at Burnley Horticultural College, so I am a sucker for this one!

My little colony of succulents continues to grow and it is almost time to move the frost sensitive ones out into more 
direct light. It’s going to be a bigger job this year! Inside I have potted on my Rhaphidophora tetrasperma which looks 
like a mini monstera. I read somewhere that it prefers a light mix so I added some perlite to fresh potting mix, along with 
slow-release fertiliser so hopefully it will take off!

For more details or to provide feedback on the draft, call 5422 0333, 
email mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au or visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay

 How should we
engage with you?

Come along to our 
online webinars on 
12 and 13 November 
and find out more 
about our new 
draft Community 
Engagement Policy.
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Riddells Creek Farmers Market 
October’s market was a great success with nearly 50 stalls and over 1000 attendees. Thank 
you to all that came.

Thanks also to all our wonderful volunteers for helping us run a safe market. New volunteers 
are always welcome – get in touch at riddellscreekfm@gmail.com if you are interested in 
helping. 

We welcomed a number of new stalls including Rach and Bachir of Les Notres bringing their 
amazing French pastries, and Divine Mushrooms with their speciality fungi. It was nice to 
see Rowanston Winery back after a break and a change of ownership. And it was good to 
see Darraweit Valley Cider debuting their new branding and cans which look great. 

We recently had a successful AGM and a new Committee was elected.
President – Dawn McNeil-Davies
Secretary/Treasurer – Lachlan Milne
Committee Members - Caroline Mews, Susan McNair and Claire Graham.
We greatly thank Jeremy Salt for his long and valued contribution to the market as he steps down from his role.

Last month we were delighted to make our first donation of $3,000 to Riddells Creek Primary School. They will be 
putting this towards their shade project. 

Finally, we are looking for a new Market Co-ordinator - see separate ad on page 11.

Our market is on every 3rd Saturday of the month, 9am -1pm at Riddells Creek Primary School and the next market is 
on Saturday, 21st November. Follow us on Facebook for more updates. Look forward to seeing you there!
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WEBINARS FOR 
VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATORS AND 
COMMUNITY GROUPS 
Volunteer Central Vic is helping small to medium community 
groups and organisations re-emerge within the COVID 
restrictions. ‘As Spring brings better weather and easing 
restrictions, we will help clubs and groups get back to their 
activities,’ says VCV Coordinator Lisa Richards. 

Registrations and other information for the training webinars 
can be made through the Volunteer Central Vic website. See 
www.volunteercentralvic.com.au.

HOW TO BE A DYNAMIC COMMITTEE
15th October, 10am – 12.30pm 

This webinar offers tools and tips to help your Committee or 
Board succeed! Presented by Bendigo Volunteer Resource 
Centre and Volunteer Central Vic, supported by Mount 
Alexander Shire Council.

VOLUNTEERS, RISK AND COVID – A Q&A FORUM
29th October, 12.30 – 1.45pm 

We have assembled a vast array of resources and information 
from peak bodies and leading advisory services. Bring your 
lunch and your questions to an open forum where we can 
share ideas and resources to help you manage volunteers 
safely. 

Presented by Volunteer Central Vic, facilitated by Paul 
Muller, an insurance and compliance expert of 50 years’ 
experience, and Lisa Richard, VCV Coordinator. 

MIND FULL OR MINDFUL? AVOIDING BURNOUT 
FOR VOLUNTEER MANAGERS
5th November (International Volunteer Managers Day), 
2.30 – 5.00pm 

If you are looking for ideas to recharge your volunteering 
batteries, or just need an energy boost at this busy time of 
year, this session is for you.

Presented by Volunteer Central Vic and Omni Mindfulness, 
supported by Mount Alexander Shire Council.

All sessions are via Zoom, you will receive the link upon 
registration. 

Become a teacher to lead us into the  
future, and inspire who comes next.

Be a leader. 
Become a  

teacher.
vic.gov.au/TeachTheFuture
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CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP 
SUPPORTING FAMILIES IN NEED
Community organisations - Kyneton Baptist Church, Cobaw 
Community Health and the MRSC - once more partner to 
support local families in need at Christmas. Serving the needs of 
families here in Macedon Ranges at Christmas time for 11 years, 
2020 will see some exciting changes. Firstly, we have changed 
our name - we are now known as the Macedon Ranges Gift Shop. 
And with a new name comes a new brand. 2020 is the year of 
change, but rest assured, we are still the same behind the scenes. 
We are still supporting our local vulnerable families.

As a response to the challenges of COVID-19, we’re doing things a little different for the safety of those we serve and 
our volunteers, but ultimately to increase the impact of our program. We are introducing a Gift Card program and we’re 
excited at the opportunities this brings! By offering Gift Cards to spend at local businesses right here in the Macedon 
Ranges we are supporting not only local families in need, but our local economy at the same time. Our new model 
empowers local businesses to support local families, and we are seeking your financial donations to make this possible. 

Families will receive Macedon Ranges Gift Shop Gift Cards, with a set amount for each child. Gift Cards can be 
redeemed at participating local business partners. We hope to have as many businesses on board as possible, offering as 
many products and services as possible. 

The amount of gift cards and assistance we can provide per child will depend solely on that amount of financial donations 
we are able to raise. For 2020 we have a target to raise $15,000!

If you are a local Macedon Ranges business interested in partnering in our Gift Card system for your store, we’d love to 
speak further and partner with you. Donations can be made by direct deposit, cash, cheque and on online. Follow us on 
Facebook for updates. Our contact details can also be found on our page. 
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Celebrating Creativity Across the Ranges

ARTS,  CULTURE and Events

THE MOUNT PLAYERS 
REMINISCE WITH THE 
CAMERONS 
Marg and Allan Cameron have been an integral part of The 
Mountview Theatre for the best part of 50 years. Their 
ongoing commitment over this time has helped establish 
the strong basis for what we enjoy today. They met through 
the theatre in 1979 and were married in 1981. Residing in 
Gisborne they are still actively involved with the theatre.

Allan became involved in the mid 1970s and was recruited 
to the committee in late 1978 with a core group of 
about ten managing the original theatre. It was tiny with 
cramped backstage facilities and half the current stage 
area we have now.  

Allan performed on stage in a couple of musicals from 
1979 and went on to be involved in everything from stage 
managing, set building, lighting and front of house for over 
30 shows over the coming years. He was Secretary for 
a while and elected President in 1983 following the Ash 
Wednesday fires that destroyed the original theatre. In 1984 
he resigned the presidency to concentrate on the process 
of incorporation which was achieved in 1985. He was then 
elected the original Public Officer of the group.

He was caught by surprise in 2004 by being awarded 
Life Membership. Says Allan, ‘It means a great deal as a 
thoughtful memento from the group for those years we had 
all put in. That simple plaque contains a million memories. 
The gallery in the theatre – a million more’.

After reading an ad in the local paper in March 1978 inviting 
people to join the group, Marg found herself stage managing 
her first show in April the same year! She had been a member 
of theatre groups in all the towns in which she had worked 
as a teacher so embraced the opportunity to meet people 
from a wide background and a chance to work in a team for a 
common positive purpose, enjoying the fun and friendship.

Marg has worked on about 70 shows with the company 
in a variety of roles - directing, backstage, lighting, set 
building, pianist, front of house and was even ‘on stage’ for 
two productions. Serving on the committee from 1983 till 
1987 she had a range of major tasks, including (importantly) 
supporting members who had been affected by the fires, 
designing the new theatre, raising money, rebuilding, creating 
and being part of endless working bees, and taking shows on 
the road.  She was also adviser to the committee during the 

1980s and early 1990s on lighting needs and design.

In 1997 she was very surprised and proud to receive life 
membership of the Mount Players in recognition for her 
contribution to the company.

By Marg and Allan Cameron and Karen Hunt
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NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR COUNCIL’S 
2020 YOUTH AWARDS  
Do you know a young person aged 12–25 years doing 
amazing things in our community?  

Tell us about the inspiring young people in your life by 
nominating them for Macedon Ranges Shire Council’s annual 
Youth Awards, which celebrate and recognise the incredible 
achievements of young people in the shire.  

Nominations are now open and can be for any young person, 
or group of young people, aged 12–25 years who lives, works 
or attends school in the Macedon Ranges. 

Award categories:  

Will Power  -  young people who show real character and 
perseverance, especially in the face of adversity 

Good Deeds  -  young people who give their time and energy 
to activities that support the wellbeing of another individual, 
group or community

Pure Imagination  -  young people pursuing their passion for 
creativity through the arts

Nicely Played  -  young people kicking recreational and 
physical activity goals

Skilling it  -  young people excelling in a mentorship program, 
workplace or business

Well Aware  -  young people who shine a light on important 
issues/social causes and raise awareness in the community. 

Submit a nomination online at mrsc.vic.gov.au/youth, or 
email youth@mrsc.vic.gov.au. Nominations close on Sunday 
22nd November. 

The winners will be announced online on Saturday 12th 
December and, depending on pandemic restrictions during 
December, an outdoor celebration may be held at a later date. 

For more information, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/youth, or email 
youth@mrsc.vic.gov.au.  

Pictured: Laura Crozier, one of the Community Participation 
Youth Award winners in 2019 Photo credit: Ties Urie.
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PLANNING ON REMOVING A TREE – 
DO YOU HAVE A COUNCIL ISSUED 
PLANNING PERMIT? 
With summer approaching, residents may be starting to 
prepare their property for the fire season, which may include 
pruning trees. Whilst many tree removal companies operate 
in the shire and offer discounted rates to lop or remove 
trees, you should be aware that before you start you must 
have a Council issued planning permit.  

Council has issued a reminder to residents that a 
planning permit is required to remove a tree within the 
Macedon Ranges Shire. Some exemptions apply in certain 
circumstances, including for emergency works and, in most 
cases, exotic trees. 

A permit is also required to lop more than one third of a 
tree’s canopy. Before authorising tree management works, 
make sure you have all necessary Council permits, to avoid 
penalties and potential prosecution. 

To confirm whether a planning permit is required or more 
information, you can contact Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
at 5422 0333 or email mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au 

CLOTH NAPPIES 101 - FREE ONLINE 
WORKSHOP FOR SHIRE RESIDENTS 
Did you know 3.75 million disposable nappies are used each 
day in Australia and New Zealand? Do you want to know 

more about modern cloth 
nappies? 

Whether you are 
interested in cost savings, 
reducing environmental impact and waste or the health 
benefits for your child, join Elana from Cloth Nappy 
Workshops Melbourne to discover the world of modern cloth 
nappies. 

Cloth Nappies 101 is a comprehensive introduction to cloth 
nappies which suits both expectant parents and those who 
already have children in nappies. The workshop will take you 
through everything you need to know to get started with 
cloth nappies. 

The workshop, from 10.30am on Saturday 14 November, 
will cover washing tips, where to buy them, debunk myths, 
and share simple tips and tricks to make cloth super easy. 
With over 60 nappies and accessories, you can not only ask 
questions and be shown cloth nappies, but also other reusable 
nappies such as pull-ups, swim nappies, and cloth wipes. 

This free workshop has been funded by the Macedon Ranges 
Shire Council and is open to residents of Macedon Ranges 
Shire only. 

The workshop has limited capacity to ensure an intimate 
environment where each participant can have their questions 
answered, so bookings are crucial.  

For more information or to book, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/cloth-
nappies

Local Council News...

news from the shire
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LOCAL MP CALLS ON YOUNG LEADERS 
FOR 2021 YOUTH  COUNCIL
Member for Macedon, Mary-Anne Thomas, is calling 
for young people aged 16-22 yo to take part in the 2021 
Macedon Youth Council. 

The Macedon Youth Council is designed to empower young 
people to play a more active role in public life - it provides 
participants with the opportunity to build their understanding 
of government and the role and responsibilities of a Member 
of Parliament. 

Made up of up to 12 young members selected from across 
the Macedon electorate, the group will meet five times over 
the year to discuss local issues, learn about the democratic 
system and how they can more confidently participate in the 
decision-making processes. 

A visit to Parliament House in Melbourne is also included as 
part of the program of activities. 

In 2018, Ms Thomas made an election commitment to 
establish the Macedon Youth Council. The inaugural program 
began in 2019, with 13 young people from across the 
electorate chosen to participate. 

Issues that were raised and explored as part of the 2019 

council included single use plastics, youth mental health, 
renewable energy and the process to Treaty with Aboriginal 
Victorians. 

Members of the Youth Council will be selected following an 
application process that can be submitted online. 

Applications close on Sunday, 23rd November. For more 
information about the Youth Council and to apply go to: 

http://www.mary-annethomas.com.au/campaign/macedon-
youth-council-2021/ 

Quotes attributable to Member for Macedon, Mary-Anne 
Thomas: 

‘Now more than ever, our young people are crying out 
to have their voices heard. We know that young people 
have been disproportionately affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic – and I’m proud to be able to give them a platform 
to raise issues that are important to them.’

‘We’re very lucky to have such talented and motivated 
young people across our community and the Macedon Youth 
Council is an opportunity for our young leaders to network 
and build their skills.’ 

2019 Macedon Youth Council Member, Oliver Bagin added, 
‘The Youth Council was such an awesome way to get an 
insight into how politics and governments  really work – and 
you’ll get to meet some amazing people along the way!’ 

Member for Macedon, Mary-Anne Thomas MP

news from our local member
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RIDDELLS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL
WELCOME BACK
The smiles say it all! We are SO happy to be back at school!

Education in Riddells Creek

Learning Locally

Prep Enrolment Tours 
2020

(for preps starting 2021)

Virtual tours - refer to our website 
to have a look!

Note: COVID-19 restric� ons 
mean access to the school 
is restricted. At this stage, 
the following tours are 
scheduled, however this 
will be dependent on the 
restric� ons at that � me. 
Please refer to our website 
to keep up to date.

Term 4 2020
Monday October 26th 2020 at 9.30am 
Monday October 26th 2020 at 2.30pm
Monday November 23rd 2020 at 9.30am
Bookings required, contact the school 5428 
7277 or email riddells.creek.ps@edumail.vic.
gov.au
Please refer to school website for enrolment 
requirements.
On arrival come to front offi  ce fi rst to sign in.
Closing date for 2021 enrolment applica� ons is 
Friday 11th September 2020.

TRANSITION AND TOURS
We are still working through what transition looks like under 
current restrictions. Please know that we are taking the 
matter very seriously and will do EVERYTHING humanly 
possible to assist transition for our students into, within and 
out of our school. More information will follow when we have 
a clear process. 

WHAT ARE THE PREPS UP TO?
‘You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. 
You can steer yourself in any direction you choose. Oh, the 
places you’ll go’.

Thank you to our Grade Preps for reminding us of this.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE KITCHEN GARDEN?
Our Grade 3/4’s couldn’t wait to get their hands dirty in their first session back in 
the garden and make individual Pide in the Kitchen.

THE NEW SCHOOL LIBRARY
The school is thrilled to open the new school library, which feature spacious open space design and allows us to imagine what 
a library can be. The students are thrilled to be using these magnificent new library facilities, whether they are browsing, 
reading books, borrowing books, collaborating with peers, or listening to Leanne read a story. The students are enjoying the 
new school library that Leanne worked on tirelessly to ensure it is up and running for term 4. 
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Caring for our Community

Health & Wellbeing

LINKING OLDER RESIDENTS AND LOCAL 
BUSINESSES IN MACEDON RANGES 
Are you over 65 and looking to enjoy a meal out at an 
affordable cost? Or a local food business that would like to 
support older people to participate in their community? If so, 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council’s new meal voucher program 
may be of interest to you. 
The program, funded by the Commonwealth Home Support 
Programme, provides eligible clients with 10 meal vouchers, 
worth $5 each, which are redeemable at participating local 
food businesses. Older residents can support local businesses 
while exploring some of the delicious and varied dining 
options available in Macedon Ranges at a reduced price.  
Local businesses can play their part in supporting some older 
residents to enjoy more independent and fulfilling lives and 
perhaps gain some new loyal customers. The full value of 
vouchers will be reimbursed back to participating businesses. 
If you are a local business holding a current Registration of 
Food Premises or an older resident who would like to know 
more, contact the Macedon Ranges Shire Council Healthy 
Ageing Engagement  team at 5422 0333 or visit mrsc.vic.
gov.au/Live-Work/Older-People

AARON’S CLIMB TO RAISE MENTAL 
HEALTH AWARENESS 
Wollert and District CFA volunteer Aaron Fitzell is stepping 
up to raise awareness and funds for mental health in this 
year’s Melbourne Firefighter Stair Climb.  
The stair climb is an annual charity event that sees 
firefighters take on flights of stairs to raise money for 

Lifeline, Black Dog Institute and 000 Foundation to improve 
mental health services and support. 
For the first time in its seven-year history, the stair climb 
isn’t being held at the Crown Metropol, with participants 
instead being challenged to collectively accumulate steps 
over a month-long period. 
Aaron said his own personal struggles with mental health 
issues served as motivation to help raise funds for this year’s 
event. 
‘Mental health issues affect many Victorian firefighters,’ 
Aaron said. 
‘I didn’t know what to do or who to talk to when I was 
struggling.’
‘It was only when I had a conversation with my ex-Lieutenant 
that made me consider seeking help.’
‘From there, Beyond Blue and Black Dog Institute helped 
me on my path to recovery.’ 
This year’s stair climb event, named One Million Steps 
for Mental Health, kicked off on ‘R U OK’ day on 10th 
September and will run through to World Mental Health day 
on 10th October. 
‘Now I’m stepping up to help others get the support they 
need and to show that even though we feel it we aren’t alone 
in our battles,’ Aaron said. 
‘There is always support available.’ 
More than $2.4 million has been raised for a variety of 
charities since the first stair climb in 2014, with funds raised 
from this year’s event going towards Lifeline, the Black Dog 
Institute and the 000 Foundation. 
Participants are encouraged to share their workout progress 
on social media, by tagging #MFSCMillionSteps on their 
pictures and videos. Registrations are already open and will 
remain open throughout the month-long event.

CHALLENGING MASCULINE STEREOTYPES 
IN THE MACEDON RANGES
We want boys and men in the Macedon Ranges to be free 
from unhealthy masculine stereotypes and enjoy better 
physical and mental health.
An exciting new research project, which includes a survey 
of 1,000 community members and targeted interviews and 
focus groups, will help us understand how the attitudes and 
behaviours of men and boys in Macedon Ranges aligns with 
traditional masculine stereotypes.
Shelly Lavery, Chair of the Macedon Ranges Suicide 
Prevention Trial Site said, ‘We know that traditional 
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masculine stereotypes are harmful. They contribute to 
men’s high rates of suicide, depression and anxiety, risky 
behaviours such as drink driving, and violence against women. 
Unfortunately, there is still a lot of pressure on men to live 
up to these unhealthy stereotypes, such as always being 
strong and in control’.
This ground breaking research will identify the local 
factors that contribute to these attitudes and behaviours, 
and importantly what we can all do to challenge these 
stereotypes and improve the health of everyone in our 
community.
Ken Reither from Gisborne Men’s Shed is a member of the 
Working Group overseeing this project. He told us ‘my hope 
is that this project moves the community understanding of 
masculinity to be more like humanity, whereby we all keep an 
eye out for those needing assistance, we don’t walk past what 
we don’t accept and it is ok for any of us to ask for help.’
Orygen, which is leading this project, is busy working with 
local partners including health services, the council, sports 
clubs, young people and schools to develop the community 
survey which will be launching soon.
North Western Melbourne Primary Health Network is 
funding this work through the Macedon Ranges place-based 
Suicide Prevention Trial Site. To find out more about this 
project, contact deepa.patel@mrh.org.au
If you need help now call Lifeline on 13 11 14 or text 0477 13 
11 14 (6pm-midnight).

RIDDELL COUNTRY PRACTICE HEALTH NEWS
Thanks to the sacrifice made by all Victorians the COVID-19 
case numbers are close to zero as I write this. We will soon 
be reunited with family and friends who live within the metro 
region. What about future opening of state borders? For this 
to occur all Australians need to continue to follow advice 
to decrease risk for transmission of Covid-19:  physical 
distancing, regular hand washing/ sanitising, wearing masks 
in public, staying home if unwell and getting tested early if 
experiencing any symptoms.

EASING BACK INTO LIFE AFTER LOCKDOWN: 
SOURCE BLACK DOG INSTITUTE 
Take it slowly - getting out more frequently to the shops, 
cafes and meeting friends may feel overwhelming for some.
Rebuild your relationships, consider what has changed and 
how to support each other.
Look for new opportunities - with study, work or as a 
volunteer.
Reflect on your lockdown experience – what things have you 
learnt about yourself and others.

Seek help early if you feel you may need some extra support. 
Social connections are so important to our wellbeing. As 
restrictions ease - when catching up with family and friends 
be aware that indoor activities have a 20 x greater risk of 
transmitting the virus. Good air flow is important when 
indoors as well as adhering to limits on numbers according 
to the room size. Planning outdoor social activities as our 
weather warms will decrease risks. 

PREVENTATIVE HEALTH FOCUS: 
Maintaining a healthy diet of fresh whole foods, minimising 
processed foods, getting safe/adequate sun exposure for 
vitamin D, not smoking, decreasing alcohol, exercising and 
supportive sleep routines are all beneficial to our immune 
system and wellbeing.
Preventative health approaches may have been missed or 
delayed such as reviewing cardiovascular and diabetes risk, 
skin checks, breast, bowel and cervical cancer screening 
tests. Attending clinics for preventative care is safe with face 
to face consults now increasing. Clinics continue to offer 
telehealth consults and screen patients for acute respiratory 
symptoms before entering the clinic. If you have noticed any 
changes in your health but have been reluctant to visit your 
GP due to COVID risks then now is a good time to arrange a 
general physical check up.
Stay well everyone - Dr Jude Ellis
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Celebrating our local sports clubs and teams

Sports

RCJMBA NEWS
As the saying goes “It takes a village to 
raise ... a basketball association”, well 
that’s what we’ve heard anyway. 

It goes without saying that an 
enormous part of our success as a small association is driven 
by the amazing sponsors past and current who have partnered 
up with RCJMBA. We are so humbled to be a part of a 
community who have seen the potential in ‘this little engine 
that could’ and have so generously supported us throughout 
the years. 

Through sponsorship, RCJMBA has been able to purchase 
new team singlets, much needed equipment, Raptors team 
bags and first aid kits. It has also given us some special 
opportunities such as having WNBL players run clinics and 
Jets players running training programs for our kids.

A huge thank you to our current sponsors who we look 
forward to extending our partnership with in 2021.

 • Angela Papalia Accountants 
 • Apec 
 • Bendigo Bank – Gisborne & District Community Bank
 • Brad Skinner Plumbing
 • Bunnings Sunbury 
 • Chris Read Real Estate 
 • Debstars
 • Foodworks 
 • Framed by Stephanie 
 • JDP – Jamie Dyer Plumbing 
 • Josh’s Rainbow Eggs 
 • King & Whittle Chartered Accountants 
 • Lightning Fast Home Loans
 • McDonalds 
 • Macedon Ranges Flooring
 • Mary-Anne Thomas MP
 • Mastercoat Powdercoating 
 • Mocha Leaf Café 
 • Mr Lumberjack 
 • O’Shanassy Meats and Poultry 
 • Paul the Electrician 
 • Ric’s Convenience Store 
 • Riddell Motors
 • Riddells Creek Hotel 
 • Slipstream Motorcycles 
 • Stewart Build Co 
 • Sunbury Dental House 
 • W & M Beer Livestock Transport

Keep an eye on this page over the coming months as we put 
the spotlight on our sponsors and showcase the amazing 
things they do not only for our association but for the wider 
community. If you have thought about becoming a sponsor of 
RCJMBA or would like to find out more information please 
contact rcjmba1@gmail.com.

2020 has been a season of ups and downs across the board 
and we are unbelievably proud of the RCJMBA community 
for taking these hurdles in their stride every step of the 
way. Keep an eye out on the RCJMBA Facebook page for 
relevant updates in preparation for the 2021 season. 

FLY FISHING WESTERN VIC TORIAN LAKES
Fly fishing for trout in Western Victorian was again a topic 
for a Zoom presentation to our Club. Our presenter was 
Philip Weigall, well known fly fisher, guide, frequently 
published author, the editor of “Flystream” magazine, and 
Life member of Calder Fly Fishing Association.

Phil’s latest book Fishing Victoria’s Western Lakes, informed 
a great presentation based on the coverage of 70 waters, 
catchment by catchment, focussed on being a guide “to 
those lakes and a few streams which more often than not are 
worthy of serious consideration”.

He explained that planning, techniques and tactics were 
based on the idiosyncrasies of the waters selected, to enable 
fly fishers to find and catch a “mini marlin.” 

Pictured: Phillip Weigall
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He preferred “sight fishing” (walking to find and cast to 
a visible fish)  to “blind fishing” since on a lake, you could 
possibly spend too much time casting on the assumption a 
fish might be in the vicinity.  

He cautioned care in accessing online fishing reports because 
he believed there is a tidal wave of unchecked information 
online. On some sites: ”Successful anglers don’t want to 
share, unsuccessful anglers want to complain, and the weird 
ones just want to make stuff up.”

If you’d like to know more about the Calder Fly Fishing 
Association please visit calderflyfishing.com.au/ 

ROMSEY GOLF CLUB
It has been a very busy month down at Romsey Park. The 
drainage, levelling and filling works have gone ahead full 
steam, that is except when it rained. The occasional rain 
proved a boon and allowed us to see the existing drains 
working and make some changes to our original ideas. There 
is still a deal of filling and levelling to be done but with the 
weather so wet we will have to wait for more than a few fine 
days to allow everything to dry out. Our thanks to Cam, Mal, 
Andy, Andy and Matt for all their hard work so far. Just a few 
more days and everything will be done.

We were lucky with the extension to the irrigation system 
works. Both days were clear and dry. Mick Breen (Sunbury 
Water Pros) had done great work sorting out all the fittings 
and pipe while the boys from Hobbs Directional Drilling & 
Trenching, Paul and Todd, got the dirt out of the way of our 
new piping. The ground water quickly filled the trenches on a 
couple of fairways. Top effort Freebie, Clive, Tony, Sevi, Ron, 
Hugh, Elaine and Wendy.

The rain has been a great positive, while it has slowed things 
down a little it also means that there will be excellent soil 

moisture when we sow the couch grass sprigs at the end of 
October/early November. With summer heat and irrigation  
the couch grass should grow well and achieve 50-70% cover 
by the end of February. Once established it will require 40-
60% less water than the existing grasses. A detailed account 
of all the works in this program may be found on the RGC 
website at: romseygolfclub.net/recycled-water-works

On Wednesday 7th October RGC held its AGM via Zoom.  
40 members were present or had sent proxys. 

All bookings at: romseygolfclub.net  ‘BOOK NOW’ button

For detailed reports on all results: romseygolfclub.net/
results/2020

RIDDELLS CREEK TENNIS CLUB
Hi everyone,

It has been a very exciting time for us over the last month 
as MRTA Tennis Comp has kicked off again for both juniors 
and Thursday night adult comp. The juniors were sporting 
our new uniforms that were made possible by a grant from 
Vic Sport – Sporting Club Grants Program and provided 
by local company Maverick Partners. If you are interested 
in playing comp you can get in touch with us via email at 
riddellscreektennisclub@gmail.com

Pictured: The new junior players uniform

Our club AGM was held Monday 12th October at 7:30pm. I 
am pleased to say that I will be continuing in my role as club 
president.  We are a great club with lots of new and exciting 
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ideas. We are working closely with Tennis Vic to make sure 
we bring all their innovative and great tennis programs to our 
club which offer something for everyone.

We have kicked off our ‘Open Court Sessions’ social 
program. The format is a little different this time as we are 
running the ‘Fast 4’ format. This on Tuesday evenings at 7pm.  
You don’t need to pre-book, is just turn up and our team will 
pair you up with players for a fun and fast set of doubles play.

The popular ‘Tennis 4 Teens’ program is also back in the 
calendar and this is now running on Monday nights from 6:15 
– 7:15pm. This is a fun social activity aimed at teens aged 
12-17 years old.

Tennis lessons are continuing in Term 4. So please get in 
touch with our coach, Scott Vaughan from MRTC to get into 
a session (mrtc.scott@gmail.com). 

A reminder that this year’s membership fees have been 
reduced by 50%, so there has never been a better time to 
think about picking up a racquet and becoming a member 
of the club - new members can sign up via our website: play.
tennis.com.au/riddellscreektennisclub

Remember - tennis is the sport for everyone. So make 
the most of the glorious spring weather and book a 

court by going to our website play.tennis.com.au/
riddellscreektennisclub. Please make sure you are practicing 
good hand hygiene, are social distancing and register with the 
VisitSafe QR Code whenever you are at the facility, and are 
adhering to all COVID-19 restrictions that are currently in 
place for tennis for regional Victoria. You can find out more 
about these by going to the Tennis Vic website for returning 
to play: tennis.com.au/vic/news-and-events/covid-19-
information-tennis-toolkit 

Hope to see you at the courts soon!

Fiona Walker - RCTC President
riddellscreektennisclub@gmail.com

RIDDELLS CREEK BASKE TBALL CLUB (RCR)
What an amazing effort by everyone with enduring the 
COVID-19 lockdown restrictions and now looking forward to 
a return to community sports.

BASKETBALL VICTORIA - RETURN TO BASKETBALL 
GUIDELINES SUMMARY
Unfortunately, due to basketball being classified as a ‘contact 
sport’ (i.e. a sport that is unable to be played at a social 
distancing length of 1.5m between each participant) by the 
Victorian Government, basketball is subject to being part of 
the Last Step of the COVID Roadmap. 

The predicted roadmap for the return of community sport at 
time of writing in mid October: Planned Restrictions – from 
11.59pm on Sunday, 1st November

REGIONAL AND COUNTRY SHIRES
For 18yrs old and under:
ORANGE-20 – Indoor Non-Contact Training or Outdoor 
(contact) Competition / Training
For 19yrs old and over:
RED-10 – Outdoor non-contact training only 

METROPOLITAN MELBOURNE
All associations and domicile participants 
For 18yrs old and under:
ORANGE-20 – Outdoor (contact) Competition / Training 

FOR 19YRS OLD AND OVER:
RED-10 – Outdoor (non-contact) training only 

DEFINITIONS:
RED-0 No group activities 
RED-10 Activities or gathering of a maximum of 10 people 
per court 
ORANGE-20 Activities or gathering of a maximum of 20 
people per court
ORANGE-50 Activities or gathering of a maximum of 50 
people per court



- 29 -

GREEN-100 Activities or gathering of a maximum of 100 
people per court
Biosecurity Officers are volunteer members who will be 
present whenever the venue is in use for training or games 
to ensure COVID safe practices. As our club participates 
in the Sunbury Basketball Association competition, our 
return to games depends on Metro restrictions further 
easing. Training at the Riddell Stadium is dependent on local 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council regulations. We will update 
you through email and Facebook when this recommences.

MACEDON RANGES MENTALLY AC TIVE 
SPORTS PROJEC T GE TS GOING  
The Macedon Ranges Suicide Prevention Trial Site is thrilled 
to announce the launch of its Mentally Active Sports Project. 
The project will work with two clubs in Macedon Ranges - 
Gisborne Cricket Club and Riddell Football Netball Club to 
pilot mental health activities over the next 18 months.

Shelly Lavery, Chair of the Macedon Ranges Suicide 
Prevention Trial Site told us, “We know that every club is 
different. This project gives clubs the freedom and flexibility 
to work with their members to choose the mental health 
activities they run. The selection panel was really pleased 
with the level of interest in this initiative, demonstrating 
the range of sporting clubs within our community who have 
the mental health and wellbeing of their members in their 
thinking and planning.”

The Riddell Football Netball Club has a proud history dating 
back to 1888 making it one of the oldest football clubs in 
Victoria. Scott Tresize, the mental health officer at the 
Riddell Football Netball Club, told us, “We are proud to be 
part of this initiative. Mental Health is a growing concern, 
especially in these times. This program will help not only our 
club, but our community. We look forward to working with 
the Macedon Ranges Suicide Prevention Trial Site.”

If you or someone you know is in need of immediate mental 

health support, phone Lifeline on 13 11 14 or text 0477 13 11 
14 (6pm-midnight).

This project is generously funded by Community Bank 
Gisborne and District (Bendigo Bank) and supported by the 
Macedon Ranges Suicide Prevention Trial Site.

Pictured: Macedon Ranges Mentally Active Sports kick-off 
meeting with Riddell Football Football Netball Club on 20th 
October 2020.
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…helps you complete your home loan repayments sooner.

Our new Complete Home Loan offers 100% offset on Þxed or variable rate
loans. Which means you could pay a lot less interest over the length of your
loan.

Chat to a home loan specialist today, phone Sarah on 5420 7210 or
search Bendigo Bank home loans.

A complete offset account…

bendigobank.com.au

Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is current as at 7 September 2020 and may be subject to change. Full details available
on application. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1419239 OUT_1530377, 25/09/2020
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Community and Essential Services
 
POLICE // FIRE // AMBULANCE  EMERGENCY...........000
Riddells Creek CFA .......................03 5428 6000 / 000 
Riddells Creek Police Station..........03 5428 6171 / 000 
State Emergency Services (SES)......................13 25 00
Macedon Ranges Shire..........................03 5422 0333  
(including emergency after-hours and access to on-call Local Laws rangers)
Riddells Creek Post Office.......................... 5428 6602 
Riddells Creek Men’s Shed .....................(Don Clark) 0409 334 551
Riddells Creek Primary School...........…03 5428 7277
Riddells Creek Kindergarten................... 03 5428 7207
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House...... 03 5428 7836
VicEmergency Hotline:........................... 1800 226 226
Wildlife Victoria — to report injured animal:...1300 094 535
Poisons Information Centre (VIC):..................13 11 26
Lifeline—crisis support and suicide prevention: ...13 11 14
DirectLine—drug and alcohol support.......1800 888 236
Family Drug Help ....................................1300 660 068
Suicide call back service: ........................1300 659 467
Kids Helpline: ...........................................1800 551 800
MensLine Australia: ................................1300 789 978
1800RESPECT ...................................1800 737 732 24
24 hour national sexual assault, family and domestic violence counselling line
Centre for Non-Violence…...................... 03 5430 3000
Translating & Interpreting Service....................... 131 450
Free access to a telephone or on-site interpreter in your own language. 
Immediate phone interpreting is available 24 hours, every day of the year.

Riddell Roundup Advertisers
 
Advanced Dental Group........................................03 5428 7737
Andrew Baddeley - Podiatrist................................. 03 5428 7591
Bendigo Community Bank ............................................5420 7210
Cassie McTaggart (Riddells Creek Dancing School) ................. 0439 413 222
Dromkeen ............................................................... 0432 282 704
Gisborne Medical Centre ...................................... 03 5428 3355
Essential Solar........................................................03 8335 9990
HighTech Plumbing and Gas ............................... 0401 182 948
JB Painting & Decorating ................ .54287542 / 0412 540 789
John Haber Grass Slashing ............... 5428 7166 / 0427 058 164
Langley McKimmie Chartered Accountants .............. 03 5427 8100
Macedon Ranges Chaffeur Cars  ......................... 1300  85 35 75
Macedon Ranges Family Law ......................................... 5428 8711
Nolan Builds ............................................................0437 682 442
NorthWestern Property Group ....................................5429 1344
Paul the Electrician ................................................. 0416 190 968
Pearce Webster Dugdales Law........................................9670  0700
Poultons Garage.............................................................5428 7555
Powered Services ....................................................0401 661 400
Riddell Motors ...............................................................5428 6190
Riddells Creek Hotel  ....................................................5428 6777
Riddells Creek Pharmacy...............................................5428 6622
Riddell Stockfeed.......................................................... 5428 7001
Sheridan Blinds................................0419 034 941 / 0417 526 844
Sacred Heart College  ............................................. 03 5421 1200
Slipstream Motorcycles.............. .............................. 9740 3100
Smillie Appliance Servicing .................................... 0414 355 409

Your Riddell Roundup 
Coordinating committee: Deb Hull, David Laurie, Leanne Vandermeer, Narelle McGellin, Kate Hanlon, Julie Smith
Editing, Layout and Images Team: Leanne Vandermeer, Lorna Jackson, Jude Ellis, Claire Graham, Deb Hull, Emily Morris, Kristine Rawlinson, 
Dylan Bottams
Business Development: Narelle McGellin
Printing & Distribution Team: David Laurie, Susie Laurie, Karen Hasselo, Desley Adams, Jennie Pfeiffer, Peter McGellin
Contributors: The deadline for all submissions is the 15th of the month, for the publication on the 1st of the next month (except December). Articles 
should be in an unformatted Word document and emailed to: riddellroundup@gmail.com.
Alternatively, submissions can be posted to:

Riddell Roundup Editor
PO Box 106
RIDDELLS CREEK 3431

The contributor’s name, address and contact number must accompany each submission.

SIZE OF SUBMISSIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS: 
Where possible submissions should be 200 to 300 words and photographs should be supplied as separate JPEG files no larger than 400kb.
Advertisers: Please contact us via email: riddellroundup@gmail.com for current pricing and sizes available. 
Editorial Content:  Views expressed by contributors are their own and not endorsed by the publisher or the editor of the Riddell Roundup. No 
responsibility is accepted by the publisher or the editor for the accuracy of any information contained in the text or advertisements. The editor 
and publisher reserve the right to reject any submissions or advertisement for any reason. Publishing decisions are not based on subject matter and 
we reserve the right to edit all submissions. We have a policy of allowing all political parties equal access to this platform. We will not print or disseminate 
any content that we consider to be defamatory, offensive, racist, discriminatory or hateful in any way. 

This publication is proudly sponsored by
Foodworks / Advanced Dental Group / Bendigo Community Bank / 

Essential Solar / Riddell Motors / AutoCopy Gisborne 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 

With generous support from

Andrew Baddeley Podiatrist, Macedon Ranges Family Law,  
Paul the Electrician, Riddells Creek Hotel, Riddells Creek Primary School,  

Sacred Heart College Kyneton, Western Water
 

Please support those who support us



For all your car servicing and repairs, call Joe
•	 Log	Book	Servicing
•	 Diagnosing	&	Fault	Finding
•	 New	Tyres	&	Wheel	Balancing
•	 Pick	Up	&	Delivery	Service	Available
•	 LPG	Service	&	Repairs	AAFRB	000910
•	 Air	Conditioner	Servicing	&	Repairs
•	 4X4	Servicing
•	 Breakdown	Service	Available
•	 VicRoads	Licensed	Roadworthy	Tester

Riddell

ARC	Registration	No.	AU26217		/		VACC	Member		/		ABN 65 010 575 584

Phone:	5428	6190													
Rear	18	Station	Street	Riddells	Creek

MotoRs

Your Quality, Locally Owned Solar Installer

Owned by Riddells Creek resident David Bruce.  
We’re dedicated to performance, quality & reliability

www.essentialsolar.com.au

Call today on  (03) 8335 9990  to book your free in home solar assessment


