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Carols by the Lake
Saturday 21st December
Set up at 6.30 for a 7.30pm start  

Bring a picnic and a chair or rug and enjoy 
a festive evening with guest musicians, 

singers and the Kyneton Brass Band.
Mmm Coffee will be there too!

Christmas Makers’ Market
After a very successful first Makers’ Market on 16th November, 
the House will be hosting another one on 21st December - perfect 
for last minute Christmas shopping! There will be no Farmers 
Market that day, but we will make sure there is a coffee van, a 
BBQ and some entertainment to make it an even more enjoyable 
experience. 

When - on 21st December - perfect 
Where - Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House

For enquiries about the market, contact leesa@riddellscreeknh.com.au

Support your local news.
Riddell Roundup is a not-for-profit publication 
brought to you every month by dedicated 
volunteers. Email riddellroundup@gmail.com to 
subscribe for your free full colour electronic copy.

- DECEMBER 2019 -

Riddells Creek  
Farmers Market 
Sat - 18th Jan 2020
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Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell. . .

1ST RIDDELLS CREEK SCOUT GROUP
As we are getting closer to Christmas the excitement around 
the 1st Riddells Creek Scout Group continues. Our numbers 
continue to increase and we now have 55 active youth 
members - the highest number for some years.

The Joey Mob are starting to prepare for Kangaree in 2020, 
a two night state wide camp that only happens once every 
3 years. If you have a child younger than 7 who will be 
attending school in 2020 and might like to give Joeys a go, 
please contact our Group Leader.

Our new Venturer unit will commence in 2020. This is the 
progression from scouts for youth members once they turn 
15, and the best news is anyone between 15 and 17 can join 
even if they haven’t participated in Scouting before! 

Twelve of our Scouts headed to Mafeking Rover Park, 
northwest of Yea, to take part in the Cohen Shield. This 
annual competition camp occurs simultaneously across 
several sites around Victoria, where Patrols are awarded 
points based on different campcraft skills and activities. The 
1st Riddells Creek Scouts brought home two Gold Pennants.

Our Cubs have been exploring local waterways and 
completing their Waterwise Badge. Western Water came to 
visit at Wybejong Park and cubs learned about water quality 
and conservation. Cubs are starting preparations for Cuboree 
in 2020. Cuboree is a state-wide activities camp that runs 
for four nights and is attended by over 3000 Cubs. This is a 
once in a lifetime experience for a child in Cubs.

Two of our older Scouts led five other youth members on a 
30km hike near Ballarat, camping out for two nights as part 
of their Adventurer Level badge. The leading Scouts had 
to carry all their own provisions during the hike and were 
responsible for the other Scouts who joined them. Can you 
imagine your 12 year old child taking part in an activity led 
by 14 year olds who are able to operate autonomously (while 
knowing help is at hand if needed)? That’s one of the magical 
things about Scouting - providing adventure and skills for life 
without the youth necessarily being aware of it!

Please contact our Group Leader (Andrew) via 
gl.1striddellscreek@scoutsvictoria.com.au if you are 
interested to know more about Joeys, Venturers, Cuboree or 
Kangaree. 

Cubs learning about our waterways at Wybejong Park

YOUNG CUP WASHERS DOING THEIR BIT
If you visit the Riddells Creek Farmers Market, you may have noticed 
some very enthusiastic young Riddells Creek kids doing their bit for the 
environment. 

For the last two months, a group of young volunteers have teamed up 
with Rafael’s Coffee Van to provide market shoppers with the option to 
use a porcelain mug (rather than a disposable cup) for a small donation 
which goes to a charity of the month. 

October’s dishwashing efforts prevented 140 disposable cups from going 
into landfill and November’s, an impressive 180 disposable cups. So far, 
this great initiative has raised $62.30 for the Australian Conservation 
Foundation and $122.60 for our CFA. 

Let’s support this great initiative at the next Farmers Market. What a 
great example of citizenship, keep up the great work kids!
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Volunteering, Safety, Commmunity Building and Socialising

Community Group Updates

RIDDELLS CREEK CFA
FIRE RESTRICTIONS

FIRE RESTRICTIONS
At the time of writing, it’s planned that 
the Fire Danger Period will commence 
for the Macedon Ranges Shire on the 
25th November and the Hume Shire 
in early December. Once restrictions 
are declared there can be no burning 
off without a valid permit. Ignorance 
or lack of awareness of fire restrictions 
being declared is no excuse with a zero-
tolerance approach in place.

These restrictions will be advised prior 
in the local media. Indicators around 
town are the installation of signs at 
the fire station and in local businesses.  
This information will be available on the 
brigade and CFA websites.

FIRE DANGER RATINGS
The Fire Danger Rating predicts how a 
fire would behave if one began Ratings 
indicate how easily a fire can start, 
its intensity, how difficult it will be to 
extinguish and how much damage it may 
cause. The higher the rating, the more 
dangerous the conditions. The Rating 
System includes six ratings from low-
moderate to Code Red. The rating is 
your prompt to take action to stay safe 
and to enact your bushfire survival plan. 
During the fire season, the Fire Danger 
Rating will feature in weather forecasts, 
radio & TV, newspapers and on the signs 
in front of the community house.

RIDDELLS CREEK FIRE READY 
SAFETY MEETINGS
Two Fire Ready Information Sessions 

will be taking place either side of the 
Christmas / New Year period. Lasting 
around an hour, they will cover the 
essential things you and your family 
need to know about living in a high 
bushfire risk area. Every fire season 
is different, so we encourage you to 
attend, as the meetings are specifically 
tailored to the needs of our local 
community. The free sessions will 
take place at the following times and 
locations:

7.30pm - Wednesday 18th Dec 2019 
– Corner Gap Rd & Dwyer Court, 
Riddells Creek 

7.30pm - Wednesday 15th Jan 2020 
– Adjacent to 19 Filmer Place, Riddells 
Creek

Please note: CFA postpone all 
community meetings when the Fire 
Danger Rating is Severe, Extreme or 
Code Red, so please check the Fire 
Danger Rating on the day of either 
of these meetings. We encourage 
everybody attending to BYO chair.

CAN I OR CAN’T I? 
The CFA has a flyer to help you know 
what you can and can’t do during 
declared Fire Danger Periods, and on 
days of Total Fire Ban, when fires in the 
open air are legally restricted.  Copies 
are available on the CFA website or 
from the brigade.

SANTA RUN
The brigade has made the decision 
to change the format of the 
Christmas Eve Santa Run and will 
not be escorting Santa around every 
street. In discussions with Santa’s 
elves, commencing from 3.00pm, 
the brigade will escort Santa to six 
locations where he will hand out lollies 
and be available for photos. For more 
information please check the brigades 
Facebook page or page 19 of this 
Roundup.

TURN OUTS
Over the last month, since the 
November edition of the Roundup, 
the brigade has responded to 15 calls. 
These have consisted of two non-
structure fires, and 13 grass & scrub 
fires. There were seven support calls 
to Gisborne and 1 support call to both 
Mt Macedon & Bullengarook, with five 
incidents in the Riddells Creek area. 
The brigade’s FCV has also responded 
to NSW as part of a District strike team 
that has been working out of Glen Innes. 

For the 2019 calendar year the brigade 
has responded to a total of 130 
incidents.

Brigade Contact Details: 
Fire Station Phone: 5428 6000 
www.facebook.com/
RiddellsCreekFireBrigade 
www.instagram.com/riddells_creek_cfa    
www.cfa.vic.gov.au 
EMERGENCIES ONLY - 000

POLICE NEWS
OFFENDERS PROCESSED
A 56 year old Riddells Creek man will 
face the Kyneton Magistrate’s Court 
for possessing an unregistered firearm 
and failing to have the firearm stored 
securely.

A 19 year old Caroline Springs man 
has been charged with a petrol drive 
off from Ric’s Convenience Store on 
22/10/19.

FIREWORKS
Police are investigating a number of 
complaints in relation to fireworks 
being set off around town. Police 
are looking for three young men 
aged in their late teens/early 20s 
that were seen leaving a fireworks 
incident in Whittakers Lane just 
after midnight and again around 1am 
on Thursday 25/10/19. Any person 
around Whittakers Lane/Gap Road 

THE FIRE DANGER PERIOD 
FOR MACEDON RANGES 
SHIRE COUNCIL WILL 
BEGIN AT 1AM ON MONDAY, 
25 NOVEMBER 2019



- 5 -

and register.

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone a merry Christmas and a 
happy, safe New Year.

If you have any information regarding 
any matters, please contact me at the 
Police Station on 5428 6171 or leave 
the anonymous information with crime 
stoppers on 1800 333 000.  Until 
next year.

Leading Senior Constable  
Neil Doherty, Officer in Charge 
Riddells Creek Police Station

CHARITY ’S SECRE T 
Here’s our last news item for 2019, and 
thanks to your generosity, it’s been an 
exceptionally busy year.

We Australians are a compassionate 
and kind hearted people who are 
always willing to help others. This 
has been shown by the community’s 
support of some very worthy causes in 
recent years.

This year we have asked for your help in 
filling Samaritan Christmas Boxes for 
children overseas and donating items 
of need for the Gisborne Community 
Food Bank. At this stage, collecting for 
the Community Food Bank looks like 
it will be an ongoing project. We thank 
you for your generosity.

We will be holding our annual ’End of 
Year $1 Sale’ on Thursday 19th and 
Friday 20th December. If there’s 
anything left, a 50c Sale will be held 
on Saturday 21st, but I wouldn’t leave it 
until then if you want to grab a bargain!

On behalf of our volunteers and from 
myself, Have a very Merry Christmas 
and a happy and safe New Year. 

Chris 0417 566 486

BOOK CLUB
A Spot of Bother by Mark Haddon, is 
about a sudden disruption in the lives 
of an apparently ordinary middle-
class, English married couple. It is 
very easy to read and will have you 

intersection is asked to check any 
external CCTV for the offenders.

The law is quite clear in relation to 
possessing and using fireworks. Any 
person who does not have a licence or 
permit to possess and use fireworks 
commits an offence and liable for 
substantial monetary penalties. People 
using fireworks should consider the 
welfare of neighbouring pets and 
domestic animals, as well as the fire 
risks associated with their actions.

BICYCLE SAFETY
I would like to raise awareness of 
bicycle safety issues in our community. 
I have noticed a number of young and 
senior members of our community 
cycling around without wearing a 
securely fitted and approved bicycle 
helmet. There is a $207 fine for any 
person over the age of 14 years who 
is found offending. It is not a good 
example for our younger members 
of the community to see the older 
members ignore wearing a helmet. 
Helmets save lives.

FIREARMS AMNESTY
The amnesty, which kicked off on 
1st November, allows members of 
the public to surrender firearms and 
weapons to police stations in 12 local 
government areas, including the 
Macedon Ranges, without fear of 
prosecution.

People are encouraged to ring their 
local police station before bringing 
items in. All firearms must be 
wrapped in paper, plastic or cloth and 
transported to a police station in a safe 
and secure manner. Anyone who has a 
registered firearm can hand the item to 
a Licensed Firearm Dealer at any time 
for sale or destruction.

CHRISTMAS PERIOD 
With the approaching holiday period, it 
would be timely to mention the police 
“Absence from Residence” Registration 
Form & “Partysafe” Registration Form. 
You can either call Police on 131444 
or visit the police website – police.vic.
gov.au to register. If you are going away 
and leaving your home unoccupied for 
some time OR if you are planning a 
large party then please take the time 

smiling a lot and even laughing out 
loud. George, the main character, 
has begun his retirement; he wants to 
keep his dignity, have time to himself, 
avoid arguments and lead a life of 
quiet contentment. His wife Jean finds 
her daytime activities restricted now 
because George is home for lunch. 
Both Jean and George choose to hide 
or ignore unpleasant truths about 
themselves and their family. They try 
to maintain an appearance of middle-
class respectability, and have trouble 
accepting the attitudes and lifestyles of 
their two adult children.

Potentially serious themes begin 
to underlie the story: aging, mental 
health, fear of illness, fear of dying, 
panic, infidelity, telling small lies to 
avoid a spot of bother, embarrassment, 
anger and more. The author has used 
these themes as sources of jokes and 
amusing events. In particular, George’s 
attempts to ignore or control his fears 
about disease and dying result in many 
comical episodes. However, as the 
story progresses, we book club readers 
lost our concern for the welfare of 
the characters, but we did read on to 
the end to find - as we had correctly 
guessed – that there was a happy 
ending. 

The author, Mark Haddon, is well-
known for his brilliant novel about 
an autistic boy. Readers who expect 
another story of equal merit may be 
disappointed by A Spot of Bother, but 
will still enjoy many laughs.

Mollie MacGregor
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Specialising in: Family Law, 
Capital Gains Tax, 

Rental Determination, 
Superannuation Compliance, 

Deceased Estate / 
Probate

Ph: 03 5429 1344 
Mob: 0411 415 945

5A Station Street, Riddells Creek

NICK WALSH
nick@northwestern.net.au
www.northwestern.net.au

Smillie Appliance  
Servicing

Servicing Sunbury & 
Macedon Ranges Area 
DailyWashing Machines

• Refrigeration
• Clothes Dryers
• Microwaves/Stoves
• Dishwashers

Mobile: 0414 355409

J
Your Ad 

Here
85% of readers 

utilise the 
services of 

Riddell Roundup 
advertisers!
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MEN’S SHED REPORT 
In September we held our AGM 
where a new committee was elected. 
Positions are as follows: President - 
John Hemiak, Vice-president - Chris 
Butterley, Secretary - Don Clark, 
Treasurer - Jim Coy. Committee 
members are Laurie Freeman, Neil 
Harris, Alan Bravo and Ron Marshall. 
I have now taken over the duties as 
reporter to the Riddell Roundup so you 
will hear from me each month. 

Last month, the Riddell scouts came to 
our shed for two sessions and the men 
were only too happy to help them make 
some wooden boxes to store and carry 
their camping supplies. 

We took part in the recent Romsey 
whole-of-town garage sale to support 
the newly formed Romsey Men’s Shed. 
We sold some redundant tools and some 
hardwood cutting boards we had made. 

It turned out to be a day well spent. 

Our latest outing was to Sunbury 
Bunnings for their infamous sausage 
sizzle morning. This is always a busy 
day with lots of familiar faces passing 
through. 

Some of our members have been 
travelling to the Carlsruhe campus 
of the Woodend Primary School to 
help the students with craft projects, 
the latest of which has been wooden 
reindeers for Christmas. We also had 
a stall at the Carlsruhe Country Fair 
where we sold more cutting boards and 
small wooden wheelbarrows amongst 
other items. 

As you can see, there is always 
something to keep us busy. We are 
open on Tuesdays and Thursday 
evenings and you are more than 
welcome to come along for a chat or a 
cuppa. Cheers until next edition, 

Jeff Shepherd 

SENIOR CITZ
Hi Everyone,

I have been caught on the hop, so 
forgive me if this is short and sweet. 

We all had a great time at Morning 
Melodies at Crown Casino and all voted 
it a fantastic day. We are all getting 
organised for our breakup day on the 
12th of December, then it is a break 
until February.

To all our Sickies, we wish you all better 
health for next year.

To everybody, have a wonderful festive 
season, with good health and lots of 
love and laughs. 

Merry Christmas everyone.
Edna  
5428 6163

Farmers Market Update
What a fabulous market day! The weather was perfect with blue skies, 
gorgeous sunshine and 40 stall holders. Our wonderful market manager 
Katherine has the market running smoothly and with good growth, so we now 
regularly have a market with this wide range of stallholders to shop from, 
making it a good time to get re-engaged with the market if you haven’t been 
down for a while. 

That said, we don’t have a market in December as Lancefield has their market 
a week early to accommodate Christmas - many of our stall holders can be 
found there and will still appreciate your Christmas support. Our next market 
will be January 18th.

Riddell held its first Makers Market over in the school on the day which 
looked like a great success. I was thrilled with my hand crocheted shopping 
bag for only $15 and thoroughly enjoyed using it for my produce shopping. 
Lots of lovely Chrissy gift ideas. Sam and the dishwashers (sounds a bit like 
a band name doesn’t it?!) worked hard again this month, saving 180 cups 
from landfill by washing reusable cups and raised $122.60 for the CFA. In 
only two months they have saved 320 cups - absolute proof that with just 
a bit of effort, any of us can make a big difference when it comes to taking 
responsibility for our planet. Dawn also did a great job pulling together a 
raffle of market produce raising $235 for the Red Cross to assist bushfire 
victims in NSW and QLD and Simon from Millet Road Maker who donated 
a whopping $2 per sale (raising $300) for our neighbours up north. We just 
love the community spirit that happens at our market. 

Have a wonderful Christmas everyone, we look forward to seeing you in 
January. Stay safe.

Callout 
to Community 

Groups
We have a BBQ at every market 

which is available to local 
community groups to use for 
fundraising. If your group is 

interested, please email 
us: riddellscreekfm@

gmail.com.

Do you like the new logo for the  
Riddells Creek Farmers Market? Isn’t 

she sweet?
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The heart and hub of the community

Neighbourhood house

HOUSE NEWS 
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF THE RIDDELLS 
CREEK NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE INC.
A new Board was elected on 19th August 2019 with the goal 
of ensuring that the House provided a diversity of programs 
and events to support the members of our community.

Unfortunately, it soon became clear that the House’s 
ongoing financial commitments were unsustainable.

The main costs associated with running the House are direct 
staffing costs. These costs have escalated to a point that 
the Board had to accept that it would be unable to meet its 
obligations to pay staff at the existing rates for the remainder 
of the financial year and beyond. Our Treasurer presented 
to the Board a cash flow with projected losses of $28,000 
for the 2019/2020 financial year and, if no changes to 
staffing were made, the annual losses would be approximately 
$20,000 per year.

Given the serious financial circumstances, the Board 
considered two options:

Close the doors of the House, thereby ceasing all 
operations and access to the House by community 
groups.

Undertake a staffing restructure to bring the House back 
within its budget and establish a more sustainable staffing 
structure for the future.

The Board believes that the House is a valuable asset for 
the whole community and that we should do what is needed 
to ensure the House remains open and available for the 
community.

Therefore, the Board determined to undertake a staffing 
restructure in order to ensure the viability and future 
operations of the House. Unfortunately, under these 
circumstances, we were unable to maintain the previous 
staffing structure. Redundancy was offered to impacted 
individuals.

We are now working in partnership with relevant state and 
local government representatives to ensure the Riddells 
Creek Neighbourhood House not only survives, but thrives.

Whilst we transition to a financially viable model, the doors 
will continue to be open between 10am and 3pm each day. 
Programs and room hire opportunities will continue as usual. 
Below are some other ways you can support the House:

- Become a member

- Become one of our highly valued governance or 
operational volunteers

- Support our fundraising effort by buying the gorgeous 
cards featuring our local geese

- Hire our wonderful facilities for your community group or 
service

- Attend the Makers’ Market on Saturday 21st December 
from 9-2 pm at the Primary School.

If you have any queries or concerns, please direct them to 
the President by email at president@riddellscreeknh.com.au

Board of Management
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House Inc. 

TWO GRANTS SECURED FOR THE HOUSE
We’re delighted to secure two new grants that will support 
immediate improvement of the House’s marketing and facilities.

Bendigo Bank has awarded us with a grant for approximately 
$3000 to assist with rebranding our marketing materials. 
This will mean we can have a new logo which meets the 
requirements of Neighbourhood Houses Victoria and makes 
our House easy to recognise as belonging to the network 
of neighbourhood houses across the state. It will pay for 
new signage out the front of the House, name badges for 
staff and volunteers, and rebranding of all of our marketing 
materials so that we are easily identified.

Rob Mitchell, Federal member for McEwen has notified us 
that we have been successful in obtaining a grant to purchase 
new furniture for the House. This is a magnificent boost for 
the House and would not have been possible without the 
hard work of our previous staff. One of the requirements of 
this grant is to provide in kind support in the form of painting 
all interior walls of the House. If this is something you’d be 
happy to provide to the House as your contribution to our 
wonderful community asset, we’d really appreciate it.  

To this end, we are organising a working bee and clearance 
sale in the coming weeks (more details to follow). Some of 
the tasks that we will need completed during this event are:

Removing items from walls 
Cleaning all of the walls
Removing/moving furniture
Taking non usable items to the tip
Painting
Moving new furniture into the House
Assembly of furniture where required
Installing shelving

If you are able to assist with any of these tasks, could you 
please contact us at:  coordinator@riddellscreeknh.com.au
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WHAT’S ON AT THE 
HOUSE
EXERCISE - GET FIT WITH US

• Yoga
• Pilates
• Yin Yoga
• Men’s Yoga
• Tai Chi
• Walking Groups

MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSIC
• Learn how to play the piano or 

build on your existing skills 

JOIN ONE OF OUR GROUPS
• Book Club
• Men’s Shed
• Scribes and Scribblers
• Travel Club
• Philosophy and Ethics

RELEASE YOUR CREATIVE SIDE
• Social Water Painting Group
• Tuesday Yarners Craft Group
• Woolly Friends Craft Group

LEARN A LANGUAGE
• French
• Italian

SELF-AWARENESS/SUPPORT
• Individual, Couple and Family 

Counselling
• Spiritual Counselling and 

Guidance
• Reiki
• PS My Family Matters

SOMETHING FOR YOUNGER 
PEOPLE

• The Field Trip Youth Program
• Look into your Career Pathways: 

book an appointment with 
Catherine, our careers counsellor 
today

Repurposing everyday items for greater things is collecting the 
following items for various organisations:

Ring Pulls - From cans of soft drink, tuna, dog food and other tins can be recycled 
to make light wheelchairs, walking sticks and prosthetics. This is through Sunbury 
RSL who send the collected ring pulls off to be melted.

Bread Tags - From bread, potato bags and rice cake bags will be recycled in South 
Australia and the funds will go to the organisation ‘Bread tags for Wheelchairs’. It 
takes 200kgs of bread tags to get one wheelchair. For more information please go 
to www.breadtagsfor wheelchairs.co.za/

Used Mail Stamps - Are donated so they can be auctioned off with the money 
made going directly to the Australian Red Cross. They are involved in many 
initiatives including volunteer services, supporting communities after disasters, 
alleviating suffering during war times, providing a safe and secure way to donate 
blood and many other things.

Plastic Bottle Tops - Milk, juice and soft drink bottle tops are melted to make 3D 
ink which can be made into bionic arms for children in developing countries. For 
more information go to envision.org.au/bottle-top-drop/

Old Phones - Are sent to Zoo Victoria, where funds raised through the recycling 
of mobile phones are donated to support Zoos Victoria and their conservation 
partners the Gorilla Doctors. This organisation provides lifesaving medical care to 
the fragile wild gorilla populations in Africa. www.zoo.org.au/get-involved/act-for-
wildlife/theyre-calling-on-you/

Metal Bottle Tops - Beer, soft drink, wine and jar bottle tops are being melted and 
recycled at a local company, the funds go to Zoos Victoria.

Corks - Will be donated to a kinder or school to be up-cycled. Funds will be 
donated to WWF Australia
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Caring for our Community

Health & Wellbeing

STAYING HEALTHY THIS 
FESTIVE SEASON
By Kylie Anderson 
It is always a challenge to take care 
of yourself during the hectic festive 
season, but it is the time of year when 
we need to look after ourselves even 
more than usual. Here are a couple 
of tips for you to look after you this 
festive season and still enjoy yourself 
without falling in an exhausted heap at 
the end of it all.

Take stock of what you need to attend 
and what you don’t need to attend. 
If something isn’t a big YES then 
maybe it is something that you can 

lovingly decline this year. Don’t cram 
your weekends with party after party 
because come Monday you are going 
to be exhausted.

Make sure you keep up the routine of 
moving your body each day in any way 
that feels good for you - even if it is 
just a quick walk. If you can fit in proper 
workouts then keep that up. Exercising 
will not only burn those extra calories 
you are consuming but is also super 
important for your mental health.

There is so much food and alcohol 
everywhere, but you can say ‘no thank 
you’. If you feel that you over indulge 
and don’t feel great afterwards, maybe 
have a healthy snack before heading 
to that party so you aren’t going on an 

empty stomach.

This time of year should be enjoyed so 
don’t deprive yourself of anything, just 
be mindful about what you actually feel 
like eating, drinking and doing and what 
you don’t. Get as much rest as you can 
so you don’t get to 1st January 2020 
and feel depleted.

Kylie is your local personal trainer, reiki 
master healer and holistic health coach, 
click here for her website.

\

Relay For Life
We will be Relaying again in 2020, our 18th year. If you would like to join 
us at the Lancefield Park on Saturday 29th February and Sunday 1st March 
please visit our website Lancefield Relay For Life, or our Lancefield/Macedon 
Ranges Relay For Life Facebook page. 

For further information you can contact us at lancefieldrfl@cancervic.org.au 
or call 1300 656 585.
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MONTHLY SOCIAL FOR 
LGBTIQ+ ADULTS 

Cobaw’s new Country LGBTIQ+ 
Inclusion Program (CLIP), is 
encouraging LGBTIQ+ adults to get 
together for a cuppa and chat on a 
monthly basis. Meeting on the third 
Thursday of every month, Social@ 
will offer a regular opportunity for 
members of the LGBTIQ+ community 
across the Macedon Ranges to get 
together and make new connections. 

“Living in a rural area, 
LGBTIQ+ people are 
at higher risk of social 
isolation,” 
says Belinda Brain, CLIP Coordinator. 
“This can have an impact on a person’s 
mental and physical health as they 
are often left with little knowledge of 
services and groups that are LGBTIQ+ 
inclusive”. 

Cobaw’s CLIP program was started 
earlier this year following an increased 
acknowledgement of the need for 
adult LGBTIQ+ support in the region. 
Social@ is one of the first initiatives to 
be started up by the program and there 
are hopes that it will grow each month 
and more opportunities for people to 
connect will come out of the monthly 
gatherings. 

The Social@ is held at 11am at The 
Social Foundry, 86 Mollison Street, 

Kyneton. For more information, call 
Belinda on 5421 1666. 

HELP THE SHIRE BECOME 
MORE AGE-FRIENDLY 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council is 
developing a Positive Ageing Plan, and 
we would like your thoughts and ideas 
on how to make the shire more age-
friendly. We would like to hear from 
the community, especially residents 
65 years and over, about their needs, 
aspirations and priorities as they grow 
older in the Macedon Ranges. We 
would also like to know what you think 
Council’s role should be in supporting 
ageing people in the community. 

There are many elements that 
contribute to healthy ageing, such 
as living independently for longer, 
remaining socially connected and 
having access to information, services 
and age-friendly public spaces. The 
Positive Ageing Plan 2020-2025 will 
consider all of these factors. Director 
Community Wellbeing, Karen Stevens 
said the plan would be developed with 
input from the whole community, 
but older residents were especially 
encouraged to participate. 

“It is essential that we hear from older 
people so the plan reflects their needs 
and priorities,” she said. 

“We want your ideas about 
how we can support you, 
encourage your continued 
involvement in the 
community and be an age-
friendly shire.” 
There will be a range of opportunities 
to have your say, including through 
workshops, a survey (online and in 
print), face-to-face interviews and 
group meetings. For details on event 
dates and locations and to provide 
your feedback, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/
yoursay or contact the Healthy Ageing 
Engagement team on 5422 0333. 

The consultation will run until 13 
December 2019. Council’s Positive 

Ageing Plan will be developed alongside 
the Municipal Early Years Plan, and it is 
anticipated that both will be finalised by 
July 2020.

HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE 
FOR MACEDON RANGES 
CHILDREN 
Would you like to help Macedon 
Ranges Shire Council develop a new 
plan to help the shire become more 
child-friendly? 

The new Municipal Early Years Plan 
2020-2025 will identify key priorities 
and look at how we can best support 
children and families in the shire over 
the next five years. We’d like to hear 
from the community about your needs, 
aspirations and priorities, which will 
help inform the new plan. 

Director Community Wellbeing, Karen 
Stevens said Council is committed to 
supporting families and children in our 
community. “This is a great opportunity 
for community to tell us about their 
aspirations for a child-friendly shire,” 
Ms Stevens said. The plan will focus 
primarily on children from birth to 
eight years old but will also consider 
the important role that families and 
the broader community play in early 
childhood education and care. 

“We want to ensure all children are 
valued, thrive, reach their potential 
and participate in the community now 
and into the future,” she said. Council 
is running an online survey, workshops 
and pop-up activities over the next 
four weeks to gather feedback from the 
community. 

For details on the dates and locations 
of these events, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/
yoursay 

The consultation will run until 13th 
December. It is expected that a draft 
plan will be available for community 
consultation early next year, with the 
final plan due for completion by June 
2020.
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A Ministry of  Mercy Education Limited - ABN 69 154 531 870 A Vibrant Life 

Sacred Heart College wishes all in the Riddells Creek 
community and surrounds a peaceful and Happy Christmas. 

Sacred Heart College Kyneton 

We congratulate our wonderful Year 12 students,  
the ‘Class of 2019’, on their achievements.  

We are confident their VCE results and selected  
pathways will lead the way to rewarding futures. 


 

 
The Langley McKimmie team wishes 

everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe 

and prosperous new year. 

Our office will be closed from 

Friday 20 December 2019 and 

re-opens on Monday 6 January 2020. 

We look forward to assisting you with 

your Business Services, Taxation and 

Superannuation needs. 
 

 

T:  5427 8100 

www.langleymckimmie.com.au  
E: info@lmck.com.au 

 

 

Joke of the Month - Submitted by Kayla, age 9

What time do ducks wake up?
At the quack of dawn

Gallery & Tearoom

Open Wednesday – Sunday
Morning/Afternoon Tea

& Light Lunches
9am - 5pm

Gallery, Tea Room and Con-
ference Facilities available

Bookings & Enquiries
0432 282 704

J.B. 
Painting & 
Decorating

Interior & 
Exterior

Domestic & 
Commercial

30 years 
experience

Free Quotes
Phone - John
0412 540 789

5428 7542

JOHN HABER
Grass Slashing, Mowing, 
Fire Breaks & Contract 

Hay Baling
Fully Insured & Workcover 

Approved
Heavy Tilt Tray Services 

• For Transporting Machin-
ery, Containers, Vehicles, 
Site Sheds, etc

• 9m Tilt and Slide Tray with 
an additional 6m trailer

• Interstate Specialist
T: 5428 7166
M: 0427 058 164
ABN 80 453 590 902
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Taking care of our local environment

Sustainability + Environment

GREENING OF RIDDELL
Wybejong Park looks fabulous this 
Spring with two garden beds flowering 
with indigenous plants. 

Have you seen the flowering garden 
bed at the top of the Park close to 
the Melvins Road/Somerville Lane 
entrance? It is growing well on the site 
of what was a degraded patch infested 
with periwinkle. Both of these plantings 
feature the tall yellow flowering 
Clustered Everlasting Chrysocephalum 
semipopposum which looks great when 
planted en masse.

It prefers an open position in well-
drained soil and is very hardy. We prune 
it in winter to rejuvenate and promote 
dense growth. It mainly has grey foliage 
but this form with bright green foliage 
hails from Diggers Rest. We leave the 
stakes in the ground until the plants 
are big. This site has been weeded 
many times since its planting in May 
2018, including last spring when it was 
covered by fumigatory weed.

On our website, greening-of-riddell.
org.au we have a comprehensive plant 
list for Wybejong Park, both indigenous 
and exotic. 

On a more arduous note, now is 
the time to check your yards and 
paddocks for Chilean Needlegrass.  For 
identification check it out on your 

“Wybejong is an ideal place 
to observe good local plants 
that you can grow in your 
garden...”

computer or talk to us on the Landcare 
stall at the Riddells Creek Farmers 
Market.

Greening of Riddell holds a monthly 
working bee in Wybejong Park on the 
first Saturday of the month beginning 
at 9:30 am.  All welcome.

WAKING UP TO THE 
WORLD AS IT IS
Dear Greta,

 You tell us again to wake up and to 
act. You speak to the adults, blithely 
consuming the planet. It is an old story, 
the young berating their elders. Some 
get furious and tell you to go back to 
school - I feel the need to explain our 
situation.  

Coming to be an adult is a slow thing. 
Learning how to get the baby to sleep, 
how to go to work each day, settling 
for less than you imagined, how to keep 
the kitchen bench tidy, stay friends 
with your partner. Being an adult means 

coming to terms with the world as it is. 

We made it to 50, 60, 70 years and 
more. We thought we were getting on 
top of things. Now we find ourselves 
complicit in an economic system that 
feeds and infatuates us while eroding 
the life of the earth. Single use plastics. 
Those handsome cuts of meat in the 
supermarket. The good feeling as 
the car accelerates on an open road. 
Everything is suspect. 

Your fury wakes us up. You are bold, 
which is what the young must be, and 
what the times demand. Many of us are 
with you in spirit, but we start with a 
burden you don’t have, to challenge the 
prosperity we thought was progress. 

We have to break apart the way we 
live and somehow make something 

else, with no blueprint, and not much 
influence. On bad days, everything 
aches, the joints and the heart. If 
there’s something new brewing in 
human consciousness, like genuine care 
for living things, it sure is taking a while 
to show up in the mainstream.

Dear Greta, Google News tells me 
you are sailing now from the USA to 
Madrid, live streaming the four-week 
journey. There’s another UN Climate 
Change Conference, and there will be 
more plain speaking. It is your time.

We older ones are coming to terms with 
having been so mistaken and so slow, 
and that too is quite some journey. But 
we will shape up to the world as it is, 
because that’s what adults do. 

Ross Colliver, Riddells Creek Landcare

Jan and Julie inspect the car park garden which 
self-seeds native plants.
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THIS MONTH IN MY GARDEN
Melanie Kinsey
It’s a time of dramatic colour in the garden. The fresh 
green leaves growing up through last year’s red painted 
stems of Miscanthus giganteus; the sunny yellow of the 
Jerusalem sage; the vivid turquoise of Ixia viridiflora and 
the bruised purple new leaves of Cotinus ‘Grace’. My 
garden is not a place of shy colour or simpering plants! 
Also in magnificent full bloom is the rose ‘Abraham 
Derby’, an English rose in the most seductive shades 
of pink and apricot. I picked a bunch and brought them 
inside, as the blooms reacted to the warm room they 
began to release their wonderful perfume.

It is now time for me to move all the succulents in pots 
away from the walls of the house to the edge of the 
veranda where they will receive more sun. They spend 
the winter close to the walls so they won’t get frosted. 
I have potted some of the bigger ones into large 
terracotta pots which are weighty enough not to get 
blown over.

Trevor and I carefully deadwooded a small snow gum 
leaning over our fence from our lovely neighbour. She 
leant us one of those pruners/saws on a telescopic pole 
to remove all the dead growth from the tree. This is 
the same tree that appeared half dead last autumn. It 
received a good soaking when we emptied the dam and 
it immediately put on a burst of new growth! Hopefully 
it will fare better now and flower, which will please the 
birds that dart around its foliage.

Erigeron ‘Elsie’ is beginning to bloom and soon the 
triangle bed beneath the weeping apricot will be a 
sea of pale pink. I pruned the apricot straight after 
flowering and it is now throwing out a mass of new 
growth – more flowers for next year!

MACEDON RANGES SHIRE COUNCIL 
ENVIRONMENT UPDATES

COUNCIL TO INTRODUCE GLASS KERBSIDE 
COLLECTION IN 2020 
Council will introduce a separate, glass-only bin collection 
service next year. The 140 litre bins, which will be collected 
every four weeks and have purple lids, will be delivered to 
approximately 20,000 households in February 2020. 

This decision comes after Council was one of 33 Victorian 
councils affected by the closure of recycling processor SKM 
Recycling earlier this year. 

In the meantime, residents have been asked to remove glass 
from household recycling bins. A new recycling processor 
has been identified but only if glass is removed from the 
recycling bins (yellow lid). Shards and small pieces of glass 
can become embedded in paper and cardboard in recycling 
bins and contaminates the other recyclables. 

Glass-only bins have been installed in public places across 
the shire to assist residents in removing glass from their 
recycling bins. The glass collected in the public place bins, 
and the glass-only kerbside bins when the new service 
commences, will be processed and reused in construction 
materials. 

Until the new service begins next year, residents are asked to 
continue to keep glass out of their recycling bins and to use 
the public place glass-only bins. For a list of locations, see 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/glass 

As a last resort, glass can be placed in general rubbish bins 
(red lid). Council will also explore options to reuse glass 
locally as part of a feasibility study that will be considered by 
Council in April 2020. 

TAKE IMPORTANT STEPS TO STAY SAFE THIS 
SUMMER 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council is helping residents and 
property owners prepare for summer and the bushfire season. 

The first step to staying safe is developing a bushfire survival 
plan and understanding your level of risk. Previous research 
has revealed that those living in high-risk areas under 
bushfire threat will leave it too late to make critical decisions. 

Leaving early is the safest option on high-risk days, 
particularly on Code Red, Extreme and Severe fire danger days. 

To help with your bushfire survival plan and to find out what 
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you can and can’t do during the fire danger period, download 
the ‘Can I, Can’t I?’ brochure from the CFA website – cfa.
vic.gov.au To stay up to date with local fire danger ratings and 
total fire ban days, download the Vic emergency app to your 
smartphone or tablet device. Residents are also advised to 
consider: 

Where will you go if you leave? Have you packed an 
emergency kit? 

Make sure your plan includes the welfare of pets and 
livestock. 

Take the time to consider what will happen to your animals 
as they can be extremely traumatised in the event of a 
disaster. 

Council’s Facebook page is another helpful resource in 
helping you to prepare for and respond to an emergency in 
your town or region, such as fire, flood or heat wave. Search 
for Macedon Ranges Emergency Alerts and ‘like’ our page. 

Being fire ready is everyone’s responsibility, so it is a good 
idea to take the time to prepare yourself, your family, your 
animals and your property to stay safe this summer.

GOVERNING OURSELVES
RESPECT WOMEN: CALL IT OUT
Council is urging the community to call out disrespectful 
behaviour that fuels violence against women during the 
upcoming 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence. Council is taking part in a statewide campaign 
called Respect Women: Call It Out from 25th November to 
10th December. 

The dates are significant, as 25th November is the 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women and 10th December is Human Rights Day. 

The Call It Out campaign aims to raise awareness that 
bystanders can have a powerful role in helping change 
behaviour. 

Everyone has a role to play in calling out 
disrespect towards women - we shouldn’t 
wait for somebody else to do the right thing. 
The campaign is supported by Municipal Association of 
Victoria (MAV) and funded by Respect Victoria. 

During the 16 days of activism, Council will run a social 
media campaign encouraging residents to share their stories 
on how they call out disrespectful behaviour. Residents can 
comment on these social media posts or post a comment on 
a display board at Kyneton Sports and Aquatic Centre. 

Those who post stories either online or in person will have 
a chance to win prizes, including a six- month gym/swim 
membership at Kyneton or Gisborne Aquatic Centre, a six-
month pass to Hanging Rock or two tickets to see comedian 
Ross Noble at the Kyneton Town Hall. Winners will be drawn 
at random and announced on the last day of the campaign.
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Christmas Offer

Gap free 
check-up and 
clean for private health 
insurance holders

Wisdom & Surgical Extraction Under Sleep Dentistry and

General Anesthesia at Kilmore Hospital

 

We Bulk Bill under the Child Dental Benefit Schedule

Advanced

Dental Group

YOUR  LOCAL  DENT IST

Emergencies, Weekend & 

Late Appointments Available

Riddell 's  Creek  -  5428  7737

Wallan  -  5783  4727

 

www.advancedden ta lg roup . com .au

Christmas Offer
Gap free check-up and clean for 
private health insurance holders
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In a bushfire 
emergency you 
may have low 
water pressure 
or no supply.
Please Please consult your local CFA 
about bushfire preparation for 
your family and home.

WesternWaterAU westernwater

To find out more go to 
westernwater.com.au/bushfires

Trusted Local Real Estate Agent
✔ Friendly & Knowledgeable
✔ Proven Success
✔ FREE Sales & Rental Advice
✔ SMART Property Marketing
✔ Market Leaders
✔ Creating A Better Experience

Macedon Ranges VIC

Wendi Turner | Licensed Real Estate Agent | Auctioneer

BUY | SELL | APPRAISE
0435 770 030 | wendi@davidpinorealestate.com.au

COMING SOON …..FIRST HOME LOAN 
DEPOSIT SCHEME EXPLAINED!
Many of my clients who are buying their first home, or 
assisting their children with their first purchase are confused 
about the First Home Loan Deposit Scheme, therefore I 
thought it helpful to outline how it works:

The federal government has introduced this to assist First 
Time Buyers only. 

- If you’ve saved 5% of the purchase price of your property 
the government will guarantee the remaining 15% of the 
deposit.

- You still need to borrow 95%, but you can avoid LMI 
(Lenders Mortgage Insurance)

- Your mortgage needs to be an owner-occupied loan with 
principal-and-interest repayments.

- Eligible first home buyers can’t be earning more than 
$125,000 a year ($200,000 combined for couples).

- Access to the scheme is limited to 10,000 borrowers.
- This scheme will make low deposit home loans cheaper
- The scheme will be administered through the National 

Housing Finance and Investment Corporation (NHFIC) 
in partnership with lenders. In an announcement, the 

government said it would prioritise “smaller lenders to 
boost competition”.

- The value of eligible homes under the scheme varies by 
state and city/region

- The scheme starts on 1 January 2020.

What are the benefits of the scheme and who is eligible?
5% deposit home loans already exist, but you generally need to 
pay LMI when borrowing more than 80% of a property’s value.

LMI can be expensive. If you bought a $400,000 property 
with a 5% deposit ($20,000) you’d be looking at a $12,768 
LMI premium. That’s an estimate taken from Genworth’s LMI 
premium estimator.

The First Home Loan Deposit Scheme removes this cost, so 
you’re saving money and also time. You can save a 5% deposit 
in a quarter of the time it would take to save 20%, after all.

While the full details of the scheme are yet to be announced, 
so far there is no indication that the scheme is limited to 
newly-built or off the plan purchases (unlike some first home 
owner grants). The scheme will likely be open to buyers of 
established properties.

If you wish to know more please feel free to give me a call.

Wendi Turner (David Pino Real Estate)
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Celebrating Creativity Across the Ranges

ARTS,  CULTURE and Events

SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON KYNE TON TOWN 
HALL (KTH) IN ITS 90TH YEAR 
Council will celebrate Kyneton Town Hall’s 90th year with a 
series of free retro film screenings highlighting its beginnings 
as a picture theatre in 1929 as well as its civic and community 
significance. 

The curated cinema and film experience KTH Flicks will see 
classic movies, news reels, local content and notable events 
from the 1930s through to the 1970s played on the big 
screen at this remarkable venue. Step back in time, reminisce 
or enjoy for the first time the classic films and iconic visuals 
of bygone eras. 

The screenings will begin on Tuesday 10th December, 
highlighting the 1930s and 1940s. Wednesday 11th 
December will see classics from the ’50s and ‘60s, while 
Thursday 12th December will feature short films and movies 
from the 1970s. Session times are 10.30am and 2pm. 

Entertaining and insightful, KTH Flicks 
will depict life through the lens, portraying 
social, economic and cultural events that 
mark these decades. 
This special event is curated by Peter Luby (ACMI, Darwin 
deck chair cinema). KTH Flicks will take you on a cinematic 
journey, presenting classic cinema, news reels, local content 
and iconic movie visuals. To book your free ticket and attend 
the movie screenings, call the box office on 1300 888 802 
or register online at mrsc.vic.gov.au/arts-events 

Kyneton Town Hall box office and candy bar will be open for 
the duration of the KTH Flicks event and discounted tickets 
to Council’s arts and culture 2020 events will be on offer. 
So drop in, check out what’s coming to town next year and 
receive up to 25% off ticket prices.

MOUNT PLAYERS
PRODUCTION YEAR WINDS UP FOR 2019
Our final production, The Graduate, was a wonderful success 
with a near sell out season. Audiences across the board loved 
it and we have had tremendous feedback on the standard of 
our actors and the creative set. Thanks to Director, Robert 
Wallace for bringing this iconic play to life on our stage.

This year our Youth Theatre will be staging their productions 
across two weekends.  On 6th, 7th and 8th December “The 
Trap” by Stephen Gregg will be performed by our 16-21 years 
group and on 13th, 14th and 15th December “The Golden 

Medallion” by Keith Passmore will be performed by our 10-15 
years group. These shows are a fantastic opportunity to come 
along as a family and enjoy the super talent our youth theatre 
boasts. 

Our first production for 2020, Switzerland by Australian 
playwright, Joanna Murray-Smith has been cast and already 
in rehearsal. This two-handed metaphysical thriller set in 
the Swiss Alps at the secluded home of author, Patricia 
Highsmith, opens on 28th February. More information 
to follow in the next edition, and of course lots more 
information about the play on our website.

To book tickets or read up on everything our theatre offers 
go to www.themountplayers.com or call 5426 1892 for 
general enquiries or assistance.

THE MOUNT PLAYERS ‘SCOOP THE POOLS’ 

The Mount Players are ecstatic after their production ‘12 
Angry Men’ won the Best Production of 2019 at the annual 
Victorian Drama League Awards evening on 24th November.
Directors Leo Vandervalk and Frank Harvey took out Best 
Director Award, Alison Dudon took out Best Set Design, 
Jarrod Catt took out best actor in a minor role with Scott 
Hasse also being nominated and Adam Gehling took out 
best actor in a lead role, with Darren Gregor and Craig 
Lenaine-Smith also receiving nominations. This caps off 
what has been a brilliant year for the Mountview Theatre.  
Congratulations to the whole cast and crew!

From everyone at The Mount Players, Break A Leg’ and 
‘Chookas’ for the Christmas Season. See you at the theatre!

By Karen Hunt

2020 ARTS AND CULTURE PROGRAM SE T 
TO DELIGHT 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council will launch its 2020 Arts 
and Culture program at a gala event at Kyneton Town 
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Hall, Mollison Street on Friday 6th December. The official 
launch will provide a glimpse of what is on offer next year in 
music, comedy, drama, exhibitions, workshops and family 
entertainment. 

The launch festivities begin at 5.30pm with complimentary 
drinks and food from regional producers and entertainment 
from the 2020 performance line up, as well as generous 
ticket discounts and packages. Highlights include local 
comedians Jude Perl and Christian Bagin and jazz band, 

Sounds of Silent. 

Copies of the 2020 season brochure will be available 
from Kyneton, Gisborne, Woodend and Romsey Council 
administration centres from Monday 9th December. 

To book, RSVP by 4th December. Call 1300 888 802, 
email kthtickets@mrsc.vic.gov.au or register online at mrsc.
vic.gov.au/arts-events. For more information, call 5422 
0333 or visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/arts-events 
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW FIRE? GE T 
READY BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE 
A hard-hitting new advertising campaign has been launched 
that will reinforce the deadly risks of fire and the importance 
of planning and preparing for the fire season, as the state 
heads towards a long, hot and dry season. 

Member for Macedon Mary-Anne Thomas welcomed 
Victoria’s bold new approach to fire preparedness - one of 
the largest fire campaigns in the state’s history. 

Victoria is one of the most fire-prone areas in the world 
and everyone needs to understand just how devastating fire 
can be, no matter where they live - whether it’s the outer 
suburbs, the coast or the country. 

Starting today, the ‘How well do you know fire?’ campaign 
will run across television, radio, print, digital, social, and 
outdoor media to highlight the deadly risk fire poses and the 
importance of planning and preparing for the season. 

Radiant heat from a bushfire can kill you from 300 
metres away, and a single ember can start a new fire from 
40 kilometres away. These facts will be combined with 
confronting imagery to ensure Victorians are prepared this 
bushfire season, after research found many people were 
becoming complacent about their personal bushfire risk. 

The Andrews Labor Government is delivering the resources 
and support needed to protect the community this fire 
season, with all available emergency management staff and 
agencies ready to respond to incidents across the state. 

This includes thousands of our dedicated volunteer and 
career firefighters from across all agencies, as well as a 
record fleet of 50 aircraft, which will hit the skies to help 
fight fires and keep communities safe. 

“Our firefighters can’t do this alone. Every 
single one of us has a responsibility to plan 
and prepare for fire,” said member for 
Macedon Mary-Anne Thomas, 
“We know that we can’t afford to be 
complacent across the Macedon Ranges 
and Daylesford regions – planning and 
preparing for your fire risk can be the 
difference between life and death.” 
Victorians and communities need to start preparing 
themselves for the fire season – visit www.vic.gov.au/
knowfire to plan and prepare. People should also download 
the VicEmergency app now to in order to receive emergency 
information and warnings. 
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MACEDON RANGES 
CHAUFFEUR CARS

1300 85 35 75
Sedans, stretch limousines, classic cars, 

airport and suburban transfers
PRE BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Baby seats no charge for sedans and 
stretch limousines. Your safety is our #1 priority
The only company locally where all drivers have 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN cards

info@macedonrangeschau� eurcars.com.au
www.macedonrangeschauffeurcars.com.au

Andrew Baddeley 
B.Pod, GradCert.DiabEd

Services to help with;

9 Station St, Riddells Creek

For appointments please call 5428 7591 
Available Monday and Wednesday 

www.rangespodiatry.com.au

Toe painHeel pain

Sports injuries Children's feet

Diabetes care

Podiatrist Riddells Creek

Foot Orthotics

Malmsbury 
Flea Market

Come as a customer or be a 

stallholder! Browse second-hand 
books, clothes, bric-a-brac and local 

arts and crafts and                 
so much more.

Sunday 8th December, 09:00 
AM - 02:00 PM

Malmsbury Town Hall, 
91 Mollison Street, 

Malmsbury
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RIDDELLS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL
DISTRICT CRICKET
On Thursday 7th of November, 18 students went to Dixon 
Field to play cricket and represent RCPS in interschool 
sports. We had a girls and boys team. The weather was not 
the best for cricket but we all had a great day. We would like 
to say a special thanks to Annie Horton for helping us out. 
GO RIDDELL!

BIKE TIME
November has been bike safety month at RCPS. All grade 3 
to 6 students have participated in various activities to develop 
safety skills when riding their bikes.

We are very fortunate at RCPS to have SO much space for 
everyone to ride around safely and hope that our students 
keep up this wonderful outdoor activity.

GRADE 3/4 WATER SAFETY DAY 
On Monday 11th November, the grade 3/4s popped 
on their togs and headed to Sandridge beach in Port 
Melbourne to participate in an Open Water Learning 
Experience. Not only did the kids have a fabulous 
time, they also learnt a lot of valuable information, 
particularly with summer only around the corner.

The students participated in a range of water safety 
activities, run by Surf Lifesaving Victoria. Some of 
the activities included water safety survival, rescue 
strategies, beach safety, nipper boarding, boogie 
boarding and the six step first aid process D.R.S.A.B.C. 

The students had a blast participating in the Ironman/
Ironwomen competitions, running and sliding in 
the sand and water as they competed against their 
classmates. This was definitely a highlight! We could not 
have asked for a more perfect day and the lifeguards 
commented on the excellent behaviour of our students.

Education in Riddells Creek

Learning Locally
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text

LUNCH ORDER SERVICE TENDER
Riddells Creek Primary School Council are in the process of 
reviewing our lunch order process. 

We aim to provide a lunch order service to our school 
community five days per week, Monday to Friday. Orders 
currently can range from a minimum of approx. five orders 
per day to a maximum of 100 usually on our busiest day, 
which is a Friday. 

Should you be interested in providing a lunch order service 
to our school community please respond to:  riddells.creek.
ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. Please address your email to Riddells 
Creek School Council with “Lunch Order Service Tender” 
the subject. Initially you will be asked to provide:

A letter introducing your business and any experience you 
may have around supplying and delivering lunch orders.

A sample menu with a price list and details regarding how 
you will transport the food to the school by 12:50 each 
day while keeping any hot food warm. 

Supply information on how your food is compatible with the 
Canteen Guidelines of the Department of Education

Any other information that you feel is important 
If several tenders are received and Council require further 
information, you will be contacted accordingly and given time 
to supply the relevant documentation. 

Please contact the school if you require any further 
information or have any questions. Phone 5428 6777

DROMKEEN STORY TIME
Looking for something to do this holidays? Why not 
join us for Story Time on Saturday 4th January at 
Dromkeen.

We will be reading a selection of fantastic books 
about Australia’s amazing native animals, followed by 
a fun craft activity. Come along and enjoy beautiful 
Dromkeen.
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The business of being local

Development and Infrastructure

COMMUNITY BANK CONTINUES ITS 
SUPPORT
The Gisborne & District Community Bank Branch team 
awarded funding to thirteen community groups on Monday 
18th November, representing total new community 
investment by the branch in our community of $48,350.  

Recipients were The Gisborne Singers ($10,000), Macedon 
Cricket Club ($10,000), Macedon Ranges Music Festival 
($4500), Gisborne Masters Football Club ($4000), Mt 
Macedon ANZAC Dawn Service Committee ($3500), 
Gisborne Rookies Football Netball Club ($3500), Riddells 
Creek Neighbourhood House ($2988), 1st Gisborne Scout 
Group ($2550), Gisborne Basketball Club ($2000), 
Macedon Ranges Group of Bendigo Legacy ($1500), St 
Brigid’s Catholic Learning Community ($1411), Gisborne 
Little Athletics ($1400), and Riddell Cricket Club 
(marquee).

Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House received funding for 
rebranding, marketing and signage to increase visitation. 
Riddell Cricket Club needs portable shade shelters to use on 
the school oval and will be receiving a marquee.

Chairman Graham Stewart said the volunteer board of 
directors of the local public company that operates the 
branch is proud to be delivering once again on its promise of 
returning local profits to the community.

Attendees at the Spring 2019 Community Investment Evening 

Thanks to customer support, the Bendigo Bank branch at 
11 Nexus Way, Gisborne has invested more than $1 million 
in the Gisborne, Macedon and Riddells Creek area since 
opening in 2008. The next funding round opens in March 
2020.

RCNH  (above) and Riddell Cricket Club (below)receiving their 
funding award
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WHATS ON IN THE RANGES
HUMAN CHAIN
Sunday 8th December, 12 noon
Join us in a human chain from Romsey to Lancefield. 
Together we stand in solidarity against violence. For more 
information, contact Michelle (03) 5429 6724 / admin@
romseynh.org.au

PICNIC WITH THE BATS - BALD HILL RESERVE
Saturday 14th December 2019, 6pm to 9pm at Bald Hill 
Reserve, 281 Pipers Creek Road, Kyneton
Ever been up close to a bat? Join in our special bat evening at 
Bald Hill Reserve. Arrive with your picnic hamper and then as 
the sun sets, watch as we release the bats captured during our 
survey. Book online at www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/See-Do/Events

ENCHANTED FOREST SAND SCULPTURE @ 
DROMKEEN 
Wednesday – Sunday, 10:30 am to 5 pm throughout the school 
holidays
Dromkeen is the home of Sand Art Gallery. Come and visit 
‘The Enchanted Forest Sand Sculpting Adventure’. Spend 
the day at beautiful Dromkeen, visit the Dromkeen Gallery 
and enjoy a meal in the cafe.

Your hosts Rosie and Leo, who will take you on a journey of 
wonder. Be amazed by sand defying gravity with 30 tonne 
sand sculptures, and get inside the minds of some of the 
world’s best sand sculptors.

There are fifteen amazing hand carved magical sculptures to 
capture your imagination. The sculptures are under the cover 
of dome tents, providing magnificent 360 views of the area.

The area is all-ability accessible. Tickets can be purchased via 
sandartgallery.com.au

BLACKBERRY CONTROL WORKSHOP

Saturday 1st February 2020, 10am to 12 noon at Jubilee Hall, 
Smith Street, Macedon
Learn about blackberry management in a peri-urban 
environment and how to control this weed. There will be a Q 
and A session and some real examples to see in the township 

Scholarship
now open.

Going to Uni for the first 

time in 2020?

Gisborne & District Community Bank Branch

Community Bank Scholarships will be funded from management accounts of the Community Enterprise Charitable Fund ABN 12 102 649 968 (the Fund), 
The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo VIC 3550. Sandhurst Trustees Limited ABN 16 004 030 737 AFSL 237906, a subsidiary of Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 
Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL 237879, is the trustee of the Fund. (A1394356-134354) (11/19)

Gisborne & District Community Bank Branch

Applications are invited from eligible students in the local 
district attending university for the first time in 2020.

Drop into our branch at 11 Nexus Way,  
Gisborne for more information or visit  
bendigobank.com.au/scholarships. 
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Celebrating our local sports clubs and teams

Sports

RCJMBA AND RAPTORS BASKE TBALL
SUMMER 2019/2020 SEASON
Our summer comp is well underway and as always there is 
plenty happening at RCJMBA.  

REP TRYOUTS
On 20th October the tryouts for the Riddells Raptors Rep 
teams were held at Riddells Creek Leisure Centre. Players 
from the RCJMBA and RCR competitions were invited to 
try out. It was a full day of tryouts for boys and girls teams 
for categories of Under 10s through to Under 18s. It was 
fantastic to see the kids giving it their all and great to see so 
many parents there supporting the kids. A big thank-you to 
the organisers and the coaches for each of our age groups - 
we couldn’t do it without you!  

The next tournament for the Raptors is the Bendigo 
tournament which is held across the Australia Day weekend 
in January. Good luck to all of our teams competing. Go 
Raptors!!!

SWAN HILL JUNIOR TOURNAMENT
RCJMBA players Maxy, Holly, Ella, Brooke & Lyshie (as 
coach) recently represented the Central Victorian Basketball 
Academy at the Swan Hill Junior Tournament. They all did 
RCJMBA proud in their efforts on & off the court.

COOKIE DOUGH FUNDRAISER
Our latest Raptors fundraiser is Billy G’s Gourmet 
cookie dough. There are nine different cookie options, 
including chocolate chunk, gingerbread and shortbread…..
YUM! Money raised helps to cover costs associated with 
tournaments. Open to all RCJMBA/RCR families. Orders 
are due soon, be sure not to miss out! 

A BIG THANK-YOU TO MCDONALD’S GISBORNE
We would like to thank McDonald’s Gisborne for their recent 
donation of sporting equipment to RCJMBA.  We truly 
appreciate it and will put the equipment to good use.

Rep Tryouts

Swan Hill Junior Tournament
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RIDDELLS CREEK BASKE TBALL (RCR) 
The 2019/2020 SBA Summer Season has kicked off with 
some challenging grading rounds. New players and teams 
are settling in for a great season ahead. We appreciate the 
continued enthusiasm and sportsmanship displayed by all 
players, coaches and team managers. A reminder for all that 
our Parents and Spectators Code of Conduct applies to 
those watching from the sidelines – these can be found on 
our Riddells Creek Basketball Club SportsTG website. Please 
keep them in mind when cheering on from courtside or in the 
stands. Keep the focus on team encouragement and support 
and let the coaches coach. If there is any constructive 
feedback have a chat to the coach or team manager after the game.

PLAYERS NEEDED
Our “Old Blokes” have had some recent great game wins - 
well done guys. However our Men are dropping like flies due 
to groin strains, pulled hammies, rolled ankles, struggling 
shoulders & work commitments.

We’re on the hunt for another player to join the team to 
play some basketball and have a lot of laughs (mainly at each 
other). Games are played in Sunbury on Wednesday nights.

FUNDRAISING
We can’t thank everyone enough for the mammoth effort put 
into our recent Cadbury Chocolate Drive helping raise funds 

to go towards training court hire. Especially big thanks to 
the Wilson family who sold 4 boxes – winning the raffle and 
receiving a pair of RCR socks.

Happy Holiday Season: Stay safe and cool this Christmas and 
New Year and we welcome you all back refreshed on Saturday 
1st February 2020 for the remainder of the Summer Season.
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ROMSEY GOLF CLUB REPORT
We were saddened to hear of the death of long time member, 
past captain, six times club champion and three times winning 
scratch pennant team member, Peter Mitchell. Peter was a 
great sportsman and a wonderful man who always saw the 
best in everyone.

Over the last ten or so years Romsey Park has been visited 
by Long Billed Corellas. They usually arrive in early-mid 
December and stay until mid-late March. We have had 
up to 1000 of these destructive birds scaring away all the 
other birds, digging up the golf course and almost destroying 
greens. Sadly, the birds arrived in mid-November, so this 
summer could be one of heartbreak after all the work the 
members have put in to improve the greens.

The club will hold its presentation afternoon after a round 
of Ambrose on 21st December. We hope to see as many 
“retired” members and life-members as possible, a good day 
will be had.

RGC has entered a ten-person team in the Cancer Research 
fundraiser “The Longest Day”. This event will see all team 
members play 72 holes in the one day, therefore it is a 5.30am 
start with just a break here and there. As of 15th November, 
the team had raised just under $5,000. Our thanks to all 
those who have donated. If anyone would like to find out more 
and possibly donate to a member or the team please go to  
https://www.longestday.org.au/fundraisers/Old-Bull-Golf.

We would like to thank the Romsey Cricket Club for the 
use of their pavilion during the Saturday 4BBB event of the 
Romsey Open weekend, much appreciated.

For RGC Weekly Competition Results, go to www.
romseygolfclub.net/results/2019/

Pres: 0417 088 891, Sec: 0400 768 040  
www.romseygolfclub.net

The damage corellas cause

TENNIS TIME
Hi everyone.  The weather is starting to warm up which 
means it’s getting better for playing tennis. 

Our Tennis Vic ‘Tennis 4 Teens’ program is up and running 
and we encourage new participants to come along and try 
this fun program. If you know a teen (aged 12-17 years) who 
is interested in joining the program this term, we have a few 
spots left. People can sign up at tennis4teens.com.au, just 
search for the Tuesday 7pm session.

The Junior Summer season is well under way with our four 
junior teams competing on Friday night and Saturday 
mornings. Our ladies comp team is heading into finals and 
will hopefully bring home a pennant. Thursday night comp is 
winding up with finals coming up as well. Good luck to those 
teams. We will be looking for more players to join our MRTA 
Thursday night comp next season, so keep an eye on our 
Facebook page - search for Riddells Creek Tennis Club.

In the new year Tennis Vic will launch an exciting initiative 
that will transform club tennis as we know it! More details 
will be available in the next edition, but keep following us on 
Facebook as further details be unveiled shortly.

Anyone interested in tennis lessons (for adults or juniors) 
should get in touch with our club coach Scott Vaughan from 
Macedon Ranges Tennis Coaching (mrtc.scott@gmail.com).

And finally a reminder that our ‘Book A Court’ system is 
available to members and non-members. Bookings can be 
made on our website tennis.com.au/riddellscreektc. With the 
arrival of daylight saving, now is a great time to get out and 
get active on our courts.  Due to longer days, the courts are 
free for members up until 8pm so ‘Get your Racquet On’! 

Fiona Walker – President
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RIDDELLS CREEK NE TBALL ASSOCIATION
The year has flown and it won’t be long before we are in 
training mode for the start of the new season. Junior netball 
is about teaching our players to participate in this great sport 
in a friendly, team oriented manner. Our parents support 
their kids throughout the season, always encouraging them 
in a positive manner. The committee provides the platform 
for juniors, both girls and boys, to play a team sport both 
competitively and in a great learning program NetSetGo. 
Finally, the people who donate their time to steer their 
players throughout the season...the coaches! The end 
product of teaching the skills to all of these youngsters 
rests with the coaches for which we are grateful. So as we 
approach the festive part of the year, we wish all of our 
netball families a very happy and safe Christmas, and look 
forward to seeing everyone in the New Year.

Introducing our 2020 netball committee:

• President - Flo Wallace
• Vice President - Helen Barrett
• Treasurer and Registrations - Nicole Macartney
• Secretary & Grasshoppers Coordinator - Marlene 

Bramwell
• Minutes Secretary - Annie Horton
• Umpire Coordinator - Stuart Elder
• Child Safety/hearings & complaints/ public officer - 

Sandra Stewart
• Grants - Mark Boon
• Uniforms Coordinators - Flo Wallace & Nicole 

Macartney
• Fundraising - Flo Wallace & Helen Barrett
• Website & Media Officer - Kyra Wallace
• MRNA reps - Annie Horton & Heidi Henson
• General Committee - Kate Ireland, Melissa Hatty, Sally 

Jackson, Tiffany Tyler
Welcome and thank you for volunteering.  Thank you to our 
outgoing committee members Brendan Castles, Helena 
Hughes and Paula Wood for your dedication to our club.
Our coaches!
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Call (03) 8335 9990 today to book  
a free in-home solar assessment

35%
of Riddells Creek 
households have 
installed solar?

Did you know

Everyday, these families  
help prevent in excess of  
6 tonnes of CO2e from  
entering the atmosphere  

Have you taken action?

Owned by Riddells Creek resident 
David Bruce, we’re dedicated to 

performance, quality and reliability 

We design a system to meet your 
individual energy needs and the  
unique aspects of your property.  
Our approach ensures the best  

long-term return on your investment, 
along with a positive and lasting 

environmental impact.

• Over 1,600 Installations Since 2012

• 5 Star Rated on Google & Facebook

• Registered With Solar Victoria

www.essentialsolar.com.au

Call (03) 8335 9990 today

THE BARINGO 
FILM CLUB 

December 2019 

4th -7th Dec Collette

11th-14th Dec Angel’s Share

18th-21st Dec Bohemian Rhapsody  

January 2020      
 Italian film Festival 

Commencing 15/1/20
5 Italian Films - to be advised

 baringofilmclub@gmail.com



- 31 -

Community and Essential Services
 
POLICE // FIRE // AMBULANCE  EMERGENCY...........000
Riddells Creek CFA .......................03 5428 6000 / 000 
Riddells Creek Police Station..........03 5428 6171 / 000 
State Emergency Services (SES)......................13 25 00
Macedon Ranges Shire..........................03 5422 0333  
(including emergency after-hours and access to on-call Local Laws rangers)
Riddells Creek Post Office.......................... 5428 6602 
Riddells Creek Primary School...........…03 5428 7277
Riddells Creek Kindergarten................... 03 5428 7207
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House...... 03 5428 7836
VicEmergency Hotline:........................... 1800 226 226
Wildlife Victoria — to report injured animal:...1300 094 535
Poisons Information Centre (VIC):..................13 11 26
Lifeline—crisis support and suicide prevention: ...13 11 14
DirectLine—drug and alcohol support.......1800 888 236
Family Drug Help ....................................1300 660 068
Suicide call back service: ........................1300 659 467
Kids Helpline: ...........................................1800 551 800
MensLine Australia: ................................1300 789 978
1800RESPECT ...................................1800 737 732 24
24 hour national sexual assault, family and domestic violence counselling line
Centre for Non-Violence…...................... 03 5430 3000
Translating & Interpreting Service....................... 131 450
Free access to a telephone or on-site interpreter in your own language. 
Immediate phone interpreting is available 24 hours, every day of the year.

Riddell Roundup Advertisers
 
Advanced Dental Group........................................03 5428 7737
Andrew Baddeley - Podiatrist................................. 03 5428 7591
Bendigo Community Bank .....................................0409 422 492
Cassie McTaggart (Riddells Creek Dancing School) ................. 0439 413 222
Chris Read Realestate ............................................. 0418 588 275
Dromkeen ............................................................... 0432 282 704
Gisborne Medical Centre ...................................... 03 5428 3355
Essential Solar........................................................03 8335 9990
JB Painting & Decorating ................ .54287542 / 0412 540 789
John Haber Grass Slashing ............... 5428 7166 / 0427 058 164
Langley McKimmie Chartered Accountants .............. 03 5427 8100
Macedon Ranges Chaffeur Cars  ......................... 1300  85 35 75
Macedon Ranges Family Law ......................................... 5428 8711
NorthWestern Property Group ....................................5429 1344
Paul the Electrician ................................................. 0416 190 968
Powered Services ....................................................0401 661 400
Red Creek Real Estate .......................................... 0435 770 030
Riddell Motors ...............................................................5428 6190
Riddells Creek Hotel  ....................................................5428 6777
Riddells Creek Pharmacy ............................................. 5428 6622
Rizzuto Plumbing ..................................................0428 537 841
Sacred Heart College  ............................................. 03 5421 1200
Slipstream Motorcycles.............. .............................. 9740 3100
Smillie Appliance Servicing .................................... 0414 355 409

Your Riddell Roundup 
Coordinating committee: Deb Hull, David Laurie, Meagan Upsher, Leanne Vandermeer, Narelle McGellin, Kate Hanlon, Julie Smith
Editing, Layout and Images Team: Leanne Vandermeer, Meagan Upsher, Lorna Jackson, Jude Ellis, Claire Graham, Deb Hull, Emily Morris, Kristine 
Rawlinson, Raewyn McColley, Dylan Bottams
Business Development Team: Narelle McGellin
Printing & Distribution Team: David Laurie, Susie Laurie, Karen Hasselo, Desley Adams, Jennie Pfeiffer, Peter McGellin
Contributors: The deadline for all submissions is the 15th of the month, for the publication on the 1st of the next month (except December). Articles 
should be in an unformatted Word document and emailed to: riddellroundup@gmail.com.
Alternatively, submissions can be posted to:

Riddell Roundup Editor
PO Box 106
RIDDELLS CREEK 3431

The contributor’s name, address and contact number must accompany each submission.

SIZE OF SUBMISSIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS: 
Where possible submissions should be 200 to 300 words and photographs should be supplied as separate JPEG files no larger than 400kb.
Advertisers: Please contact us via email: riddellroundup@gmail.com for current pricing and sizes available. 
Editorial Content:  Views expressed by contributors are their own and not endorsed by the publisher or the editor of the Riddell Roundup. No 
responsibility is accepted by the publisher or the editor for the accuracy of any information contained in the text or advertisements. The editor 
and publisher reserve the right to reject any submissions or advertisement for any reason. Publishing decisions are not based on subject matter and 
we reserve the right to edit all submissions. We have a policy of allowing all political parties equal access to this platform. We will not print or disseminate 
any content that we consider to be defamatory, offensive, racist, discriminatory or hateful in any way. 

This publication is proudly sponsored by
Advanced Dental Group / Bendigo Community Bank / Essential Solar 

Chris Read Real Estate / Riddell Motors / AutoCopy Gisborne 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 

With generous support from
Andrew Baddeley Podiatrist, Macedon Ranges Chauffeur Cars, Macedon Ranges Family Law,  

Paul the Electrician, Riddells Creek Hotel, Riddells Creek Primary School,  
Sacred Heart College Kyneton, Wendi Turner Real Estate, Western Water

 
Please support those who support us



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”  
 

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”  
 

 Email: chris@chrisread.properties       
  Web: chrisread.properties 
 

Wishing all a Merry Christmas  
and a  

Happy Safe New Year 

I’m available over the Hoilday Season 

 for all your Real Esate needs.  

0418 588 275 

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”  
 

For all your car servicing and repairs, call Joe
•	 Log	Book	Servicing
•	 Diagnosing	&	Fault	Finding
•	 New	Tyres	&	Wheel	Balancing
•	 Pick	Up	&	Delivery	Service	Available
•	 LPG	Service	&	Repairs	AAFRB	000910
•	 Air	Conditioner	Servicing	&	Repairs
•	 4X4	Servicing
•	 Breakdown	Service	Available
•	 VicRoads	Licensed	Roadworthy	Tester

Riddell

ARC	Registration	No.	AU26217		/		VACC	Member		/		ABN 65 010 575 584

Phone:	5428	6190													
Rear	18	Station	Street	Riddells	Creek

MotoRs

I’m available over the Holiday Season 
for all your Real Estate needs


