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FRONT YARD BLITZ?
I was feeling pretty low about the latest COVID-19 
numbers in Victoria when I saw this sign outside the Riddells 
Creek nursery. Brilliant! The advice is both witty and wise. 
Gardening has been proven over and over again to improve 
mood and health, and reduce anxiety, for adults and kids.

Gardening is also a gift you give to your family, friends and 
community. The beauty of a single flowering plant can be 
uplifting, and spending time in a lovely garden or streetscape 
makes us calmer and happier.

So, in this miserable year, let’s nurture 
each other by investing some time in our 
own front yards. We’ve got another month 
before Spring starts. Together, we can make 
Riddells Creek look more beautiful than ever.
Not sure where to start? All you need is a weeding fork, 
a trowel and maybe a pair of secateurs (garden scissors), 
and you can probably borrow all of those. Then ask your 
neighbours or local nurseries for some tips, get ideas from 
some of the lovely front yards around Riddells, or check out 
the great advice that’s available online. You don’t have to 
buy lots of expensive plants - just have a tidy up! Or maybe 
pick up some cheap tube stock (baby plants in tiny pots) or 
colourful seedlings and mulch from local Sand and Soil or 
Garden Supplies will make any garden look sharp.

Let’s seize back control of 2020 by doing something positive 
and local. Give pleasure to everyone who walks, rides and 
drives past your house. And give yourself a mood boost every 
time you come home.

Deb Hull

Support your local news.
Riddell Roundup is a not-for-profit publication 
brought to you every month by dedicated volunteers 
and auspiced by the Riddells Creek Neighbourhood 
House. Email riddellroundup@gmail.com to 
subscribe for your free full colour electronic copy.

- AUGUST 2020 -
Riddells Creek  
Farmers Market 
Sat 15th aug 2020
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The heart and hub of the community

Neighbourhood house

Hi everyone,

We hope you are doing well. 
It’s certainly a crazy time 
right now. 

The Neighbourhood House 
feels like it’s on a merry-
go-round at present. We 
are wanting to be open 
and encourage everyone to come into the House and for 
the community to be buzzing with activities. Due to all the 
COVID-19 restrictions we have a lot of requirements and we 
are working through them all. 

Although our doors may not be open to the public, please 
be aware that staff and volunteers are still working, albeit 
remotely. You can still contact us by telephone, email or 
social media. We are working towards providing some of our 
classes and activities online, so watch this space. 

We are now running a regular online Cuppa and Chat 
session every Thursday at 1.30pm. You can find the link on 
our facebook page under the event. All you need to do is 
make yourself a cuppa, get comfy, and connect online. This 
is a great way to meet us, catch up with other community 
members and have a general chat about how things are going. 
If you know of someone who is on their own, please let them 
know about this.  Everyone is welcome. 

We are also interested in hearing from you about creative 
ideas on how to help our community feel more connected. 
Some of the ideas to date include more walking groups, to 
allow for different starting points and times, a cuppa while 
practising social distancing at the park, and socially distant 
games. We are looking for volunteers who would like to share 
their skill online, if you’re interested then contact us and 
have a chat. These are new times and for us to move forward 
with the new-normal we need to be creative in how we reach 
people, hence all ideas are welcomed. 

Are you looking for something to do? We have a volunteer 
role available for someone who loves to be in the garden. The 
role is for approximately two hours a fortnight, and duties 
include mowing our lawns and helping to maintain our garden. 
If this sounds like something you would be interested in, 
please contact us for more information.

Alternatively, you can add to our growing yarn bombing/
bunting on our front fence. It is certainly bringing some 
colour into town during winter and is a great way for you to 
make your own personal touch to the House.

There are more people wearing masks out and about which 
is great and some locals who are making them. We also have 

a limited number available for free if you would like one.  
We have kids’ sizes, and a couple of sizes suitable for adults. 
Please contact us for more details.  

Also, don’t forget our “Goose on the Loose” t-shirts, recently 
featured on national television!  If you would like one of these 
for $20 (featuring the artwork of local artist, Miffy Night 
Owl), please get in touch and we’ll organise one for you 
before they sell out. They come in men’s, ladies’ and teddy 
bears’ sizes.

At the time of writing this, Metropolitan Melbourne and 
the Mitchell Shire are in lockdown because of COVID-19. 
This has been causing a lot of anxiety for both people on the 
outskirts of Melbourne and in the Macedon Ranges as there 
is often a crossover of workers, schools, services etc. 

We need to remember that we are in the middle of a global 
pandemic and that everyone is doing their best. It is a time 
for everyone supporting and helping each other to get to the 
other side of this. This is not a time for blame. When this is 
over, we will want visitors again to come to our region. 

One thing that people in Riddell, and indeed Macedon 
Ranges, can do is share some love and support. You can 
post a photo onto social media about your space, maybe 
your pets, animals, landscape or your favourite place in 
Melbourne. These pictures will help ease the pressure 
on Melbournians particularly those who are living in the 
towers and apartments. Use one or more of the hashtags - 
#WeLoveMelbourne #WereInThisTogether #GetWellSoon 
#NHVic #StayAtHome. Let’s fill social media with positive 
messages, as we are in this together. 

Please stay happy, healthy and safe. 

Kind regards
Carol and Celia
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House
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Volunteering, Safety, Commmunity Building and Socialising

Community Group Updates

RIDDELLS CREEK CFA
100% VOLUNTEERS

The 54 members of the Riddells Creek 
Fire Brigade are all volunteers and as 
such we don’t ‘man’ the station 24 
hours a day. The brigade membership is 
quite diverse with some of us working 
in Melbourne, others working locally, 
some of us are employees, others self 
employed and we even have some 
secondary school students. One thing 
we all have in common is, when our 
pagers are activated for an emergency, 
if we can, we respond to the station. As 
volunteers with the CFA it’s not all just 
about firefighting with our members 
also being called to assist with fuel 
reduction burns, road accident rescues, 
incidents involving hazardous materials, 
other emergencies including flood 
assistance, and other types of rescues.  

Things are not the same now as we 
grapple with the restrictions on our 
regular activities due to COVID-19 
with the brigade being no different. 
The brigade is conducting their regular 
business meetings via Zoom with the 
only training allowed being restricted 
to groups of eight for essential skill 
maintenance training. We are of 
course still responding as normal to 
emergencies but are splitting crews 
between appliances to minimize 
numbers in vehicles.

TURN OUTS

Since penning the brigade’s article for 
the July edition of the Roundup the 
brigade has been really quiet only being 
called upon to respond to 7 incidents.  
These have consisted of 3 structure 
fires, 2 non-structure fires, 1 alarm and 
1 grass & scrub fire. For these incidents 
there were 4 support calls to Gisborne, 
& 2 support calls to Sunbury with 1 
incident in the Riddells Creek Brigade 
area.

For the 2020 calendar year to date the 

brigade has responded to a total of 68 
incidents. 

BRIGADE CONTACT DETAILS

Fire Station Phone: 5428 6000 
www.facebook.com/
RiddellsCreekFireBrigade 
www.instagram.com/riddells_creek_cfa    
www.cfa.vic.gov.au 
EMERGENCIES ONLY - 000

POLICE NEWS
INTRODUCTION
My name is Steve Johnson. I am 
temporarily in charge of the Riddells 
Creek Police Station whilst Leading 
Senior Constable Neil DOHERTY 
transitions into retirement and a 
permanent police member is appointed 
to the position. I have lived in Riddells 
Creek for 10 years with my wife and 
family. I look forward to policing our 
town and surrounding areas.

NEW SCAM
Items advertised on Gumtree by the 
victims who were all contacted by a 
female offender on a private number. 
Arrangements were made for the 
offender to attend the victims address.  
Prior to arrival the female offender 
contacts the victim and requests they 
meet them in the street. The offender 
would park in the street and request 
to look at the items. Once the items 
are passed to the offender/s they 
would drive off with the items without 
paying. On occasions, the offenders 
have asked the victim to step back 
from the car as they were concerned 
about the Coronavirus, which is when 
they seized their opportunity to drive 
off with the items.

High end designer brands including 
Burberry handbag and scarfs, Gucci and 
Louis Vuitton wallets, cosmetic bags 
and apple watch straps, as well as Apple 
iPhone 11 and Apple watches are some 

of the items targeted. The incidents 
occurred at night time after 6.30pm.  

COVID-19 
Victoria Police are receiving a lot of 
questions relating to the latest lock 
down measures which are enforced for 
the vast majority of the Melbourne 
Metropolitan area and Mitchell Shire. 
The Macedon Ranges is bordered by 
three of these municipalities.

For up to date information relating to 
the current COVID19 epidemic and 
Chief Health Officer’s instructions 
visit the DHHS web site www.dhhs.
vic.gov.au or alternatively call the 
dedicated hotline on 1800 675 398. 

If you are feeling unwell or displaying 
symptoms, get tested. There is 
currently a testing station located next 
to the Romsey Medical Centre, Main 
Street, Romsey.   

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE
With the ongoing thefts from and theft 
of motor vehicles in and around the 
fringe metropolitan and rural areas it is 
a reminder to secure your vehicles and 
personal belongings.

To help Police reduce the number 
of thefts from motor vehicles in and 
around Riddells Creek, please consider;

• Do not leave keys or spare keys in 
the vehicle

• Always ensure that your vehicle is 
locked (especially overnight)

• Park your vehicle in a locked garage 
(if applicable)

• Close gates leading to driveways 
(create a barrier)

• Do not leave valuables, especially 
money, in unattended vehicles

• Consider sensor lights

• Be vigilant of your own, but also 
neighbours’ properties

• If street parking, utilise street 
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lighting in the area

If you see something/someone 
suspicious, please contact 000 
immediately to report it.

If all residents can assist Police and 
contribute to the overall vigilance and 
prevention of these type of offences, 
then the occurrences of thefts will be 
greatly reduced in our town.

RECREATIONAL 4WD/MOTOR 
CYCLE RIDING AND FIREWOOD 
COLLECTION
It has been brought to my attention 
that the area of natural bush land 
bordered by Prince of Wales Terrace, 
Gap Road, Royal Parade, Somerville 
Road and Princess Street is being used 
for recreational vehicle use and the 
cutting/collection of fire wood. 

Discussions with the Macedon Ranges 
Shire Council have revealed this area 
to be predominantly privately owned 
with a native flora and fauna overlay 
prohibiting removal or destruction of 
vegetation, building/structure erection 
or recreational use of the land unless 
done so by landowners. 

Council is aware of the issue and is 
currently in the process of contacting 
all landowners in the area advising them 
of the issues and erecting more visible 
signage and gating. 

If you have any information regarding 
any of these matters, please contact 
me at the Police Station on Phone 
5428 6171 or leave the anonymous 
information with Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000, the Police 
Assistance line on 131 444 or the 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
Office on 5422 0333.

Until next time.
Senior Constable Steve JOHNSON
Officer in Charge
Riddells Creek Police Station

CHARITY ’S SECRE T
Well there is even less news this 
month than last when we were hoping 
reopening would soon commence.

A number of foolish, thoughtless 
people have put a stop to that. At the 
time of writing we have another surge 
in numbers worse, in my opinion, than 
the first.

Sorry we had to take away the book 
lending tables; a Church warden was 
concerned it was a COVID-19 risk. It 
had been working so well for the last 
two-three months without a problem. I 
was disappointed, as were others.

I hope you all remain safe and stay well.

Chris, Coordinator 0417 566 486

SENIOR CITIZENS
Hi Everyone,

Another month has passed with no 
good news from our Seniors Club and 
it seems as though we may not be back 
together before Christmas, so we will 
have to find something to keep us 
occupied.

While in isolation I have taken up 
knitting again and crosswords, but I 
have also started to write my life story, 
and what a story it is. As I write, lots of 
memories come back to me. Why not 
try putting pen to paper yourself? I 
am sure you will find it a lot of fun. Till 
next time, keep warm and happy.

Edna  5428 6163

MMM...DONUTS!
For those who don’t use social media often, you 
may have wondered what all the commotion was at 
Poulton’s Garage – a Hot Donut Van!
Riddells Creek families enjoyed the new presence of Kerbside Kravings at 
Poulton’s Garage – hot jam and Nutella donuts consumed by many, with 
orders exceeding expectations from the owners. This popular pop-up van 
provided some fun and sweet stuff for our community.
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• Family Law
• Capital Gains Tax

• Rental Determination
• Superannuation Compliance
• Deceased Estates / Probate

5A Station Street
Riddells Creek 3431

P: 5429 1344
M: 0411 415 945

E: nick@northwestern.net.au
www.northwestern.net.au

Gallery & Tearoom

Open Wednesday – Saturday
Morning/Afternoon Tea

& Light Lunches
10am - 5pm

Gallery, Tea Room and Con-
ference Facilities available

Bookings & Enquiries
0432 282 704

Smillie Appliance  
Servicing

Servicing Sunbury &  
Macedon Ranges Area Daily

• Washing Machines
• Refrigeration
• Clothes Dryers
• Microwaves/Stoves
• Dishwasher

Mobile: 0414 355 409

Your Ad Your Ad 
HereHere

85% of readers 
utilise the 
services of 

Riddell Roundup 
advertisers!
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Wisdom & Surgical Extractions Under Sleep 
Dentistry and General Anaesthesia 

at Kilmore Hospital
We Bulk Bill under the Child Dental Benefit Schedule

Riddells Creek - 5428 7737
Wallan - 5783 4727

www.advanceddentalgroup.com.au

YOUR LOCAL DENTIST

Emergency and Weekend 
Appointments Available
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Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell

THE HEART OF RIDDELLS CREEK
The long running saga over the development of Riddell’s 
commercial centre has undergone a couple of new twists. 
Council has rejected the developer’s application to have their 
existing planning permit once again extended. 

For those who haven’t been in Riddell for more than a few 
years, the back story is that a significant section of the 
community had concerns about the original plan which was 
approved by the then council so we formed a group called 
Getting Riddell Right in 2013 to raise funds in order to take 
the matter to VCAT.

The developer wants to sell the land, with a new planning 
permit, and, in a welcome change, wants to consult the 
community in the hope of making an application that has 
broad support. 

Their new spokesperson, Andrew McPherson, met recently, 
at his request, with a small group of Riddell residents 
including two of the original objectors to their previous plan. 
We have made it clear that we do not necessarily represent 
the whole town, but that we would be happy to facilitate a 
meaningful engagement with the community.

We put it to Andrew that this development could make or 
break Riddells Creek as a desirable place to live or visit, and 
that any design should acknowledge the character of Riddell 
and not be just a cookie-cutter solution. We want it to be at 

least environmentally friendly, perhaps even cutting-edge. 
It should, we said, be a place for the community to come 
together, with pedestrian friendly spaces linking Station 
Street with Lake Park (how about a café overlooking the 
lake?) while respecting the streetscape of Station Street. 
Traffic arrangements should be safe and sensible. (We have 
made a submission to Council to fund a Riddells Creek 
Traffic Study in the next council budget allocation, to 
address traffic issues in the Kilmore Rd, Station St area but 
also in the light of the proposed Amess Rd development 
which brings its own set of problems). 

Finally, we said that the scale should be smaller. We don’t 
need a monster supermarket or heaps of new shops. 

Andrew is receptive to all these ideas and we look forward to 
working with the developer to achieve the best outcome for 
Riddells Creek.

The Williamson family who own our existing supermarket and 
have first right of refusal over a new one, are also broadly 
supportive of these aspirations.

Please tell us what you think. There is a passionate interest in 
the community about this issue so we would like to hear from 
you. And let us know if you would like to be more actively 
involved.

Jenny Grounds 0407287684 jennygrounds8@gmail.com
John Nicholson 54287684
Lyn Hovey 0418559640
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FARMERS MARKE T UPDATE
We had a bit of a change of scene for the July Farmers Market, moving up to Memorial 
Drive temporarily as the school grounds are too muddy.

It was a bit of a squeeze, so thanks to all of the committee, volunteers, stallholders and 
shoppers for helping to make it work.

In particular, a huge thank you to Katherine, our wonderful market manager, for juggling 
a particularly challenging week and still organising the market and dealing with all of the 
last-minute changes.

We were lower in overall numbers but that was to be expected with many regular customers unable to attend due to 
lockdown restrictions. We really do appreciate your support in staying away at this time and very much look forward to 
seeing you all again post lockdown 2.0.

Thank you so much to our shoppers who adhered to social distancing and hygiene practices, with many wearing masks. 
Our producers really appreciate your support and we hope you enjoyed all your delicious purchases.

Our market is on every 3rd Saturday of the month, 9.00 am-1.00 pm at Riddells Creek Primary School and the next 
market is on Saturday, 21st August. Follow us on Facebook for more updates. Look forward to seeing you there! 

Callout 
to Community Groups

We have a BBQ at every market which 
is available to local community groups 
to use for fundraising. If your group 

is interested, please email us: 
riddellscreekfm@gmail.com
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DIGITALLY CONNEC TED SENIORS
Staying in touch with family and friends is a key contributor 
to good health. Due to personal circumstances or the recent 
COVID-19 social restrictions, face to face connection can 
be difficult at times but it’s amazing how digital devices can 
help bridge the gap.

Gisborne Oaks resident Betty (pictured with her smart 
phone and tablet) is a perfect example of being digitally 
connected. With phone calls, texting, email and other social 
media apps, she is in regular contact with family and friends, 
including a granddaughter in Canada.

Betty is also an avid listener to YouTube and ABC radio, a 
player of Solitaire, a reader of news and an internet Googler, 
all on her phone and tablet. In other words, she’s in touch 
with the world. 

If you are a shire senior and would like to reach Betty’s level 
of digital skill, call the Digital Connect Project for Seniors at 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council on 5422 0237. 

This Digital Connection Project for Seniors is a joint 
initiative of Central Victorian Primary Care Partnership, 
Cobaw Community Health, Macedon Ranges Shire Council, 
Goldfields Libraries, Kyneton Community House, Lancefield 
Neighbourhood House, Gisborne Men’s Shed, Macedon 
Ranges Health and the Zonta Club of Kyneton.

EASY SELF-CARE DURING ISOLATION BY 
KYLIE ANDERSON
We are living in a time where what we took for granted has 
been taken away from us. Hugs from friends, not allowed. 
Social interaction, limited. Freedom to travel, gone. It’s a 
time of high stress and it is so important, now more than 
ever, to make sure you are looking after yourself first.

Self-care is a buzz word at the moment, but for good 
reason. Like air hostesses say, put your oxygen mask on first 
and then help others. Here are some simple ways to show 
yourself some care during these difficult times.

 • Enjoy your morning cuppa alone, outside in the fresh air. 
Listen to the birds waking up for the day.
 • Before bed, read a book, diffuse essential oils, yoga 

stretches etc. Anything that relaxes you.
Kylie is your local personal trainer, reiki master healer 
and holistic health coach, click here for her website 
beyourradiantself.com where y and enjoy this moment of 
peace.

 • When you are having your shower, use this time to do 
some deep breathing to get yourself present and in a calm 
state of mind.
 • Exercise in some way most days to get that hit of happy 

hormones flowing through your body.
 • Go to bed earlier and aim for 7-8 hours sleep per night. 

Even add in a nightly routine to help wind yourself down 
from the day – think of a gratitude practice, stop looking at 
screens for 20 - 30 minutes 
 • Look for healthy recipes, mindset tips and other ideas to 

keep you healthy and happy.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR FOUR YEAR 
OLD KINDERGARTEN IN THE SHIRE 
The Victorian Government has announced that it will 
continue to reduce the cost of the funded kindergarten 
program for families during the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. Minister for Education James Merlino announced 
funding of $230 per enrolled child for four year old 
kindergarten in Term 3. This is in addition to the free 
kindergarten families received in Term 2. 

The kindergarten program for four years olds will remain 
free for those who have a Commonwealth Health Care Card 

Caring for our Community

Health & Wellbeing
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or Pension Card, identify as Aboriginal, or hold a refugee 
or asylum seeker visa under the existing Kindergarten Fee 
Subsidy program. 

Council continues to take its lead from Victoria’s Chief 
Health Officer and the Australian Health Protection 
Principal Committee (AHPPC) which has advised that 
Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) services 
can continue to operate with appropriate risk-mitigation 
measures in place. 

Council’s four-year-old kindergarten program has remained 
in full operation since the pandemic began. Registrations 
for Council’s three and four year old 2021 kindergarten 
are filling fast. To register your child, visit mrsc.vic.gov.
au/kinder-rego and complete the online form. For more 
information and updates on Council service changes and 
closures, call 5422 0333 or visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 

RIDDELL COUNTRY PRAC TICE UPDATE
Well here we are as a community – bordered on two sides by 
the Stage 3 Lockdown areas of Hume and Mitchell Shires. 
Many residents of Riddells Creek commute to Melbourne for 
essential work. Our clinic has many regular patients that visit 
us from Sunbury. COVID-19 positive cases are gradually 
increasing in regional areas and the aim is to prevent further 
community transmission. The last few months have seen 
the regular use of masks debated by scientists, health 
professionals and the public. Recent evidence has confirmed 
that in areas of significant community transmission, wearing 
a mask can reduce spreading and getting the virus.

The Premier of Victoria has now announced mandatory 
wearing of face coverings including cloth or surgical masks 
in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire. All other 
regions are advised to wear a face mask if you are unable to 
socially distance. 

Telehealth phone and video consultations continue to be 
available for patients with medicare rebates/bulkbilling 
possible for any patient that has seen one of our doctors 
face to face in the last 12 mths. Our clinic staff are wearing 
masks and we request that anyone attending for a face to 
face consult wear some sort of face covering. Scarves, cloth 
masks and surgical masks are acceptable. Our clinic only has 
access to adequate masks to supply for the use of our staff. 
If you need help sourcing a mask then please let us know. 

Several local residents are making cloth masks. Below is a link 
to a pattern for making a cloth mask.

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/
documents/202007/Design%20and%20preparation%20
of%20cloth%20mask_0.pdf

 • Wearing a mask when in public remains only one of the 
tools we have to reduce the spread of COVID-19.
 • Wear a mask when in public.
 • Physically distance at least 1.5m.
 • Wash hands with soap and water/use hand sanitiser 

frequently.
 • Avoid touching your face.
 • Get tested and stay at home if unwell with cold/ flu like 

symptoms- even if mild.
 • Cough/sneeze into your elbow.
 • Ensure adequate ventilation in enclosed spaces.
 • Wearing a mask shows that we care for others’ wellbeing 

so let’s all contribute to getting this current outbreak under 
control. 

Dr Jude Ellis GP at Riddell Country Practice 
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A Ministry of Mercy Education Limited - ABN 69 154 531 870 

SSaaccrreedd  HHeeaarrtt  CCoolllleeggee  KKyynneettoonn Learn. Care. Flourish. 

Enrolments for Year 7 2022 close on Monday 5 October  
(students currently in Grade 5) 

Visit our website for bookings or contact our Registrar for enrolment 
enquiries: T: 5421 1200  E: dlawrence@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au  
W: www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au 

Join a Virtual Conversation with our Principal, Students & Staff 
Interested in learning more about life at Sacred Heart College and the learning 
pathways on offer? Our Principal, Dr Darren Egberts, invites prospective parents 
and students to participate in one of our Virtual Conversations via Zoom. 
When: 12 & 26 August - commencing at 9:30am  
How:   Register using the online booking form on the Tours page of  
 the College website. A Zoom link will be sent by email. 

 

 

 
 

 

 Business Advisory 

 Accounting and Taxation 

Services 

 Superannuation 

 Audit and Assurance 

 Bookkeeping Services 

 Corporate and 

Administrative Services  

 

 

17 Nicholson Street, Woodend  

T: 03 5427 8100 

E: info@lmck.com.au 

www.langleymckimmie.com.au 

 

J.B. 
Painting & 
Decorating

Interior & 
Exterior

Domestic & 
Commercial

30 years 
experience

Free Quotes
Phone - John
0412 540 789

5428 7542

JOHN HABER
Grass Slashing, Mowing, 

Fire Breaks & Contract 
Hay Baling

Fully Insured & Workcover 
Approved

Heavy Tilt Tray Services 
• For Transporting Machinery, 

Containers, Vehicles, Site 
Sheds, etc.

• 9m Tilt and Slide Tray with an 
additional 6m trailer

• Interstate Specialist
T: 5428 7166
M: 0427 058 164
ABN 80 453 590 902

general practice 
of the year

16 BRANTOME STREET 
GISBORNE 3437

PH: 03 5428 3355
www.gisbornemedical.com.au

JOKE OF THE MONTH    
Q: What did the traffic light say to the car?

A: Don’t look. I’m about to change.

• New Homes
• Extensions
• Renova� ons
• Decks
• Pergolas
• Windows/Doors
• All building and carpentry needs

Call James for a free quote today
0437 682 442
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Taking care of our local environment

Sustainability + Environment

THE RIDDELLS CREEK RODEO
Senior Constable Johnson stands in the courtyard of my 
house, wearing a short-sleeved shirt and a great deal of 
equipment. The wind is strong and the first flecks of rain 
are coming, but he is unperturbed. He’s telling me about 
his discussions with the Shire about trespassing on the land 
across the road, Barrm Birrm, the place of many yam daisies. 
Signs and gates are suggested. 

I’d phoned the police earlier, concerned about the amount 
of activity over the weekend. The 4WDs and trail bikes 
had been busy, an incessant wail and grind floating down 
the valley. I had ignored it, what can you do? But when out 
walking Monday morning, I was troubled to see the tracks 
chewed up, trees felled and a cluster of swags camped out 
near the dam, party boys sleeping it off. 

In the next big rain, the clay will erode the tracks just that 

little bit deeper, washing clay into the road, then down 
to Sandy Creek. More 4WDs and trail bikes are showing 
up. We’re closer to the big city. The young men (mostly) 
are striking out from the asphalt and concrete, hungry for 
adventure and for something that stretches them and brings 
a sense of potency. I don’t begrudge them that, and the roads 
and tracks of Barrm Birrm must be fun, if that’s your thing. 

But there’s another part to being in the bush, and that’s care 
for the land. Do we build a fence and lock the gate and keep 
this for walkers? Do we keep horses out, so we don’t get 
weeds? Do we welcome mountain bikes but not trail bikes? 
What do we as a community, with our different interests, 
want for this place? 

Without decisive action from residents and the Shire, the 
land will slowly and sadly degrade. 

Ross Colliver, Riddells Creek Landcare 

2020 has seen a spike in 4WDs and trail bikes using Barrm Birrm. Here are two recent sites logged 
for firewood. Overleaf, trail bike riders are customising jumps.  No signs tell people this is private 
property, or  that felling trees is illegal in MRSC’s Conservation Zoning.                         13 July 2020

A clearing used to dump rubbish now has many trees felled for firewood.

Large trees felled and stripped of bark.

Riddell Riddles                       Answers on Page 30...     
1.  I have no life, but I can die. What am I?
2.  I have two bodies joined together as one. When standing still, I ran and ran. What am I?
3.  Which building has the most stories?     
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THIS MONTH IN MY GARDEN
Melanie Kinsey

The first of the wattles are beginning to flower as I 
write this. We are inching our way slowly towards pre-
spring which I think starts about five weeks after the 
winter solstice. The garden is on the way to waking up 
from the brief season of winter. The winter cut-back 
continues with most of the miscanthus cut back, the 
roses and smokebush pruned and the tree dahlia cut 
off at ground level. In the backyard Lachie attacked 
the huge correas that I wrote about in June as they had 
finished flowering and are about to put on new growth. 
He trimmed a couple of westringia balls that were 
looking a little shaggy and also dug up the enormous 
red-painted miscanthus and divided the root ball with a 
tomahawk! It was a really big job!

I bought a few new succulents recently and am 
enjoying making new little arrangements in a variety 
of pots and containers. It’s such fun to choose from 
a variety of colours, textures and forms! I even went 
online and searched for a little house to place in one 
arrangement! I am inspired by Debra Lee Baldwin and 
Laura Eubanks the Succulent Queens from California. 
They have shown me exciting new ways of playing with 
succulents in both the garden and in pots. 

My little nursery has been shifted and I haven’t yet set 
up a watering system which I will need to do if I want 
everything to stay alive over summer. I’ve been taking 
cuttings and dividing plants in preparation for the move 
to my new garden! Yes, we are moving! About 200m 
down the driveway to our backyard! We are building our 
forever home with a new smaller lower maintenance 
garden and I can’t wait! Stay tuned for developments!

MURNONG CREEK BY MELANIE KINSEY
The newly gazetted Murnong Creek (formerly the Riddells 
Creek Main Drain) rises among the wooded slopes of 
Barrm Birrm and meanders its way down the hill, beneath 
Whittakers Lane, across Somerville Lane and into town, 
emerging from beside the bakery to disappear beneath the 
Main Rd then past the Mechanics Institute, under Station St 
and past the medical centre before disappearing beneath the 
railway line and finally joining Riddells Creek. The murnong is 
the name for the yam daisy Microseris lanceolata.

There is a lot going on with this tiny creek! At Whittakers 
Lane, Melbourne Water are undertaking works to aid the 
expected increase in surface run-off from the new housing 
estate north of Whittakers. This is apparently about $154,417 
worth of major earthworks involving cleaning out the creek 
and installing a heap of concrete box culverts under the road. 
Melbourne Water is in talks with the developer to revegetate 
this site after the earthworks are completed. 

South of Whittakers Lane, there is a (as yet un-named) 
linear council reserve which runs on either side of the creek 
through to Somerville Lane. Melbourne Water and the 
council have joined forces with ‘Habitat Creations’ to remove 
woody weeds and revegetate the site with indigenous riparian 
plants. I had a lovely chat to Danielle, the team leader from 
Habitat Creations, about the potential for the site, which is a 
council reserve and open to all. 

Where Murnong Creek disappears beneath the railway line, 
Western Water have been busily upgrading the sewage pump 
station there in order to cope with a forecast increase in 
use and also to minimise sewer spills into the creek in an 
emergency. All the sewage from the town collects at this 
point and is pumped the roughly 3.5km east to the sewage 
treatment plant.

Salvia involucrata
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COUNCIL PODCAST BRINGS NATURE TO 
YOU 
Council is launching a new podcast to help raise the profile 
of the animals and plants within the naturally biodiverse 
Macedon Ranges. The ‘Macedon Ranges Nature Pod’ can 
be streamed directly to any computer or smart device and 
played whenever and wherever you want. 

Initially three podcasts will focus on sounds in nature that 
residents might experience in their own backyards. Learn 
how to identify frog calls and common day and night 
backyard birds with audio clues and fact sheets that can be 
downloaded. 

Director Planning and Environment Angela Hughes said 
the development of the series was fast- tracked when most 
events in the environmental program were cancelled during 
the pandemic restrictions. She said the environmental 
program activities were often sold out so Council knew there 
was the local community interest and wanted to develop 
alternative content that residents could enjoy from their own 
homes. For more information visit rsc.vic.gov.au/naturepod 

HANGING ROCK ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW UNDERWAY 
Work on the implementation of the 2018 Hanging Rock 
Strategic Plan is continuing with the appointment of 
ecological consultants to do a review and update of the 2015 
Hanging Rock Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

Director Planning and Environment, Angela Hughes said 
the objective of the review and update was to build on the 
progress made following the implementation of the current 
EMP in recent years. The Hanging Rock EMP will continue 
to guide future conservation and environmental management 
of the Hanging Rock precinct and will help inform the 
finalised Hanging Rock Master Plan in 2021. 

The EMP establishes principles and a set of actions that 
ensure the site’s environmental and ecological values are 
conserved and enhanced, while supporting the continuing 
association of Hanging Rock as a place of gathering which 
is accessible to all visitors. The review and update will be 
guided by a detailed evaluation of existing management 
documentation and on-ground works, followed by precinct-
wide surveys of flora, fauna and large trees. Stakeholder 
briefings and workshops will form part of the evaluation 
process and there will be opportunities for the wider 
community to provide input at key points along the way. 

This work is funded as part of the Victorian Government’s 
commitment to implement the 50-year strategic plan for 
Hanging Rock. For more information, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/
hanging-rock, call (03) 5422 0333 or email mrsc@mrsc.vic.
gov.au 

FUN FACTS ABOUT ECHIDNAS
 • Their spines are actually modified hairs
 • Echidnas live slow and long
 • Echidnas form mating trains
 • Echidnas are egg-laying mammals
 • Echidnas are mammals without nipples
 • They are electroreceptive
 • They’re toothless but make up for it with their   

     tongues
 • They host the world’s largest flea

To find out more visit www.wired.com/2014/07/the-
creature-feature-10-fun-facts-about-the-echidna/
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Join Scouts 
Free Today!
1st Riddells Creek Scout Group
Scouting actively engages and supports 
young people aged 5-25 in their personal 
development, empowering them to make a 
positive contribution to society.
Contact: Andrew Smyth - Group Leader
gl.1striddellscreek@scoutsvictoria.com.au

1800 SCOUTS
scoutsvictoria.com.au

Be Amazed
#BEASCOUT

*Free till March 2021.
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Riddells Creek Hotel is OPEN for drinks and dine in 
meals as from Thursday 2nd July, 2020

Our current opening hours are:

BAR  Open from 3pm Monday-Saturday

BISTRO Monday-Saturday 

  2 sittings           5.30-7pm

     7.15-9pm

  Sunday CLOSED

Our Take-Away service for meals and drinks will 
continue to operate

Delivery may be limited to Riddells Creek ONLY

Pick up is always available

Thank you to our wonderful Community for your 
continued support and understanding.

Helping to keep our community SAFE and WELL

10-12 Hamilton Street
Riddells Creek
03 5428 6777
riddellscreekhotel.com.au

Trusted Local Real Estate Agent
✔ Friendly & Knowledgeable
✔ Proven Success
✔ FREE Sales & Rental Advice
✔ SMART Property Marketing
✔ Market Leaders
✔ Creating A Better Experience

Macedon Ranges VIC

Wendi Turner | Licensed Real Estate Agent | Auctioneer

BUY | SELL | APPRAISE
0435 770 030 | wendi@davidpinorealestate.com.au

For details go to vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

KEEPS US TOGETHER

OUR ONES SAFEKEEPING LOVED

It’s up to all of us to keep our friends and families safe. 

• No more than 5 visitors at your home. 

• If you do have to see people, keep your 
distance. No handshakes or hugs. Maintain 
good hygiene. Don’t share food or drinks. 

• Outside the home, families and friends 
can meet in groups of up to 10. 

• If you’re feeling unwell - you must stay 
home. Don’t visit friends and family. Don’t 
go on holiday. Don’t go to work. Stay home.

And if you have symptoms - get tested.

This is a wake up call. We cannot be complacent.
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Celebrating Creativity Across the Ranges

ARTS,  CULTURE and Events

SPEC TACULAR SUCCULENTS ARE PERFEC T 
FOR KIDS
Gardening is a great way to relax, get outside in the fresh 
air and have fun with your kids and succulents provide a 
wonderful introduction to gardening. I always marvel at the 
geometric patterns that many of them have. Succulents are 
visually interesting and beautiful, coming in many forms, 
colours and textures and, best of all, they are easy to grow! 

My daughter has her own succulent garden, started when 
we purchased five small plants at a market. She has planted 
them in hollow logs and in the ground, decorating her garden 
with glass pebbles and ornaments.

Our latest project is a ‘succulent turtle’ that we saw on 
Gardening Australia one Friday evening. We’ve made the 
‘turtle’ and this weekend we are going to plant it out with 
succulents taken from cuttings.

A local resident has a Christmas wreath made of succulents 
which she hangs on her door every year. Succulents are so 
versatile and easy to grow. Swap cuttings with friends and 
start a collection!

To make a ‘succulent turtle’ visit www.abc.net.au/gardening/
factsheets/succulent-turtle/12030052

For more information about succulents visit www.
bloomspace.com.au/blogs/indoor-plants/a-beginners-guide-
to-succulents-1

ARE YOU A LOCAL ARTIST KEEN TO KEEP 
CHILDREN ENGAGED? 
Council is calling for Expressions of Interest (EOIs) from 
local artists keen on keeping local children engaged and 
connected in its 2021 school holiday programs. The call-out 
is part of KTH KIDS, an artist-led school holiday program 
designed specifically by local artists for local children. 
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Mayor Cr Janet Pearce is encouraging suitably skilled artists 
to submit EOIs that propose creative and entertaining 
experiences for children aged four to 14 years. The activities 
will be held at Kyneton Town Hall – a multi-functional venue 
that offers spaces for performance and exhibition along with 
the kitchen and wet areas. 

The program aims to keep local children stimulated during 
the holidays with professional artists and educators working 
alongside to help channel creative energy. 

Up to three days of activities can be programmed at Kyneton 
Town Hall during terms 2, 3 and 4 of the 2021 school 
holidays. Submissions close on Monday 3rd August. For 
more information and to download an application form visit 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/get-involved

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
RIDDELLS CREEK PRIMARY ALUMNI
Jasmine Rose hails from the foothills of the Macedon 
Ranges and now currently resides on the edge of the Murray 
River on an old sheep property called Wompinni Station. 
Set in outback New South Wales, Jasmine has a private art 
collection available for collectors to view by appointments.

Jasmine’s creative journey began at an early 
age while attending Riddells Creek primary 
school.
Her fascination grew and early works resulted in numerous 
art awards and creative recognitions. This passion continued 
through her secondary college studies. With careful 
observations of her environment and surroundings, Jasmine 
continued to develop and produce unique ‘one-off’ works. 

These achieved high academic recognition in both the arts 
and other subjects. 

Winning multiple awards throughout the local region 
including a scholarship, Jasmine was inspired to study fine 
arts at university. Jasmine was offered a place at Federation 
University, Ballarat Campus at her first interview. This 
proved to be a real testament to the natural ability of this 
inspiring artist. 

Jasmine immersed herself in the creativity of university life 
and excelled at the Ballarat campus. However, following her 
move to Wompinni Station, a transfer into the prestigious 
Arts course at the University of South Australia awaited.

Undaunted by the extensive travel, Jasmine has successfully 
completed a Bachelor’s Degree of Contemporary Arts and 
is currently pursuing a Masters in Design, allowing her to 
develop and expand her natural talents, refine her skills and 
obtain a deeper understanding of process and the use of 
mediums to achieve desired outcomes. 

Throughout Jasmine’s studies she has been fascinated 
with the transformation of surface appearances, utilising 
outback textures and the arrangement of spaces with the 
constructional act of making art: create substance as well as 
form. 

From exploring the paddocks around Riddells Creek as a 
child to operating a private gallery at Wompinni Station 
and producing highly praised commission works, all while 
completing a Masters Degree, who would believe this little 
horse rider from Riddells Creek Primary School is about to 
set the art world alight with her creations. 

To check out works by Jasmine Rose, please see Jrose Fine 
Arts on Facebook and Instagram. 
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HELP US NAME OUR NEW BIN MASCOT 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council has a new face of recycling, 
but there is one thing missing - the new mascot does not 
have a name. Enter our competition and help name the bin 
mascot that will promote good recycling habits and the use 
of Council’s kerbside collection system of up to four bins. 
As part of Council’s ongoing Let’s Get Sorted community 
waste education campaign, the bin mascot will appear at 
schools and events around the shire in coming months as 
appropriate. The mascot has four lids, each one reflecting 
the colour of one of Council’s kerbside bins – yellow for 
recycling, red for general waste, purple for glass only and 
lime green for FOGO (food organics garden organics). The 
competition will be open until 14 August 2020. To enter 
the competition and have the chance to win a compost bin 
or worm farm, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/bin-mascot To find out 
more, call (03) 5422 0333 or email mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au

SUNRISE TO SUNSE T CAT CURFEW NOW 
IN PLACE 
All cats within the shire must now be confined to their 
owner’s property from sunset to sunrise, and are prohibited 
from entering Council’s most sensitive environmental areas. 

The cat curfew, which came into effect on 1 July, is part 
of Council’s Dog and Cat Control Order 2019 which also 
included the introduction of designated dog on and off leash 
areas. Cat owners are encouraged to familiarise themselves 
with the new legal requirements, including prohibited areas 
for cats. 

The introduction of the cat curfew and prohibited areas is 
consistent with Council plan priorities to promote health 
and wellbeing, protect the natural environment and deliver a 
strong and reliable government. 

Owners are advised to seek out information about cat 
behaviour training and enrichment options and Council’s 
website is a great source of information about confining cats 
and also includes a list of prohibited areas for cats. Council 
rangers and Local Laws officers are available to assist the 
community with understanding the new requirements over 
the coming months. 

The new cat requirements are a result of extensive public 
consultation that began with the development of the 
Domestic Animal Management Plan 2017-2021 and Council 
has worked to balance the needs of cats, their owners and 
the broader community, while also reducing the impact of 
cats on the natural environment. For more information, visit 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/cats or phone (03) 5422 0333. 

TAKE YOUR E-WASTE TO A BE TTER PLACE 
Did you know you can drop off electronic waste (e-waste) 
at Council’s transfer stations for free? It has been one year 
since the Victorian Government banned all electronic waste 
(e-waste) from landfill. All electronic items including fridges, 
washing machines, TVs and other household electrical 
appliances can be disposed of at no charge at Council’s three 
transfer stations, along with all other recyclable materials. 

E-waste has been banned from kerbside collection bins to 
ensure potentially hazardous and valuable materials are kept 
out of landfill and the soil, according to Director Assets 
and Operations, Shane Walden. Mr Walden said recent bin 
audits have revealed that some electronic items have been 
incorrectly placed in household bins and there had been 
illegal dumping of e-waste across the shire. 

Illegal dumping should be reported to Council and residents 

Local Council News...

news from the shire
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are urged to do the right thing and take e-waste to the 
nearest transfer station, where residents can drop it off for 
free. Council has transfer stations in Kyneton, Woodend and 
Romsey. 

To find out what can be dropped off at transfer stations, or 
to find locations and opening hours, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/
transfer-stations, call (03) 5422 0333 or email mrsc@mrsc.
vic.gov.au 

PREPARATIONS BEGIN FOR COUNCIL 
GENERAL ELEC TION
Council has begun preparations for the 2020 general 
election, which will be held by postal ballot on Saturday 
24th October. Prior to the election, Council will enter the 
‘election period’ (or ‘caretaker period’) from 12pm, 22nd 
September until 6pm on 24th October. During this period, 
Council’s Election Period (Caretaker) Policy will ensure that 
Council business continues in a responsible and transparent 
manner. 
Thinking of standing as a candidate? Becoming a Councillor 
is a great opportunity to contribute to your community 
and influence the future directions of the Macedon Ranges 
Shire. If you know someone who would make a good 
candidate, or if you are thinking of nominating yourself, 
consider attending one of the candidate information 

sessions to be held in August and September. These optional 
information sessions will cover several topics, including the 
role of local government and of councillors, developing an 
election platform, and how to campaign. 

MANDATORY CANDIDATE TRAINING
It is a new requirement in 2020 that anyone wishing to 
nominate as a candidate must complete a mandatory training 
session prior to nominating. Local Government Victoria 
(LGV) is developing an e-learning module that will be made 
available from late July to mid-September for prospective 
candidates to complete. For more information, and to 
register for optional information sessions or mandatory 
candidate training, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/elections 

You must be on the electoral roll, be 18 or older, be an 
Australian Citizen and have lived in Victoria for at least one 
month. Enrol by Friday 28 August, 4pm to be eligible to 
vote in this year’s election. To enrol or update your details, 
visit the Victorian Electoral Commission’s (VEC) website 
vec.vic.gov.au. For more information on the election period, 
information sessions, candidate training and key election 
dates, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/elections 

NEW DRAFT GOVERNANCE RULES AND 
REVISED ELEC TION PERIOD POLICY 
Community feedback is invited on Council’s new draft 
Governance Rules and revised Election Period Policy. The 
rules and policy are requirements for all Victorian councils 
under the new Local Government Act 2020. 

Chief Executive Officer, Margot Stork said the rules and 
policy outlined the ways in which Council conducts its 
meetings and those of its delegated committees, elects the 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor, operates during the period prior to 
an election, and how conflicts of interest are to be declared. 

Ms Stork said the new draft Governance Rules combined 
requirements from the existing Local Law 11 – Meeting 
Procedures and the existing Election Period Policy into 
a single set of rules and that the new Local Government 
Act 2020 requires that a broad range of documents be in 
place to ensure Council continues to be guided by sound 
principles. 

To view the draft Governance Rules and revised Election 
Period Policy and have your say, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay 
until 5pm on Tuesday 11 August 2020. For more information, 
call (03) 5422 0333 or email mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au 
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RIDDELLS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL
MELALEUCA SENIOR
Riddells Creek PS is absolutely thrilled with the opening 
of our new ‘Year 5/6’ building - ‘Melaleuca Senior’. This 
lovely new space provides the opportunity for flexibility in 
how students learn and move between rooms. This learning 
flexibility will enhance student transition to secondary 
school. One of the portables will be demolished and the 
other revamped and repositioned over the school holidays. 
The resulting space will then be transformed into an outdoor 
courtyard mimicking the circular style of our sensory garden 
and giving us more room for outdoor learning and play. The 
students of Riddells Creek deserve the very best and we are 
working hard to ensure that happens.

VIRTUAL TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL
Please watch the following You Tube link, it is our virtual 
video tour of our school.

RCPS VIRTUAL SCHOOL TOUR

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION
We invite all members of the Riddells Creek Community to 
join our newly formed Parents and Friends Association. We 
can assist you in getting a Working With Children Check. 
The commitment need only be small! If you would like to be 
involved in our community events, fundraising, assisting with 
projects or working bees, we would love to see you. 

Please contact the school.

Education in Riddells Creek

Learning Locally
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Prep 
Enrolment 
Tours 2020 

(for Preps 2021) 
 
 
  
  
  
  
VVIIRRTTUUAALL  TTOOUURR  ––  PPlleeaassee  rreeffeerr  ttoo  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  llooookk!!  
 
Please Note: COVID 19 restrictions mean access to the school is restricted in certain 
circumstances at present.  At this stage, the following tours are scheduled, however 
this will be dependent on what the situation is in regards to COVID 19 restrictions.  
Please refer to our website to keep up to date. 
 

Monday August 3RD 2020 at 9.30am - CANCELLED 

Monday August 31st 2020 at 9.30am - CANCELLED 

Monday October 26th 2020 at 9.30am – To be confirmed 

Monday November 23rd 2020 at 9.30am – To be confirmed  
 

 Bookings required, contact the school 5428 7277 or email 
riddells.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 Please refer to the school website for enrolment requirements.  
 On arrival come to the front office first to sign in. 
 Closing date for 2021 enrolment applications is Friday 11th September. 
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AVOID WINTER PIPE PROBLEMS, SAYS 
WESTERN WATER
Western Water is reminding customers to take care of their 
pipes this winter. With cooler than average temperatures 
expected across the state, Western Water says customers 
need to be extra careful to avoid blockages.

‘Throwing fats, oils and grease down the sink at any time can 
cause issues’, said Paul Clark, Western Water’s Acting Chief 
Operating Officer.

‘But during winter, problems can happen much quicker as 
fats harden faster in cold temperatures’, he said.

Western Water said customers can avoid issues by following 
a few simple steps. ‘Only flush the three P’s – pee, poo and 
(toilet) paper and never pour fats, oils or grease down the sink.’

‘Wipes, even ones that say ‘flushable’ on the packaging 
should never be flushed’, Mr Clark said.

To ensure a constant supply of hot water, Western Water also 
recommends that customers cover their meters during colder 
weather.

‘Water meters and pipes that are exposed to frost can stop 
your water supply and in the worst-case scenario the pipe can 

break’, said Mr Clark.

‘To prevent this happening, cover your meter with a blanket 
or container the night before frosts are predicted.’

Western Water offers tips and videos on how to prevent 
sewer blockages and frozen pipes at westernwater.com.au

BENDIGO BANK THANKS FRONTLINE 
WORKERS
Bendigo Community Bank Gisborne continues to look for 
ways it can support the people of Gisborne, Riddells Creek 
and Macedon at this challenging time.

Rose Montes at Riddells Creek Foodworks shows volunteer 
director Graham Stewart what she thought about her free cuppa

Customer Relationship Manager Daniel Barre presents free 
coffee vouchers to Coles staff in July.

Protect your home 
& neighbourhood 
from sewer blockages

Only flush the 
3 P’s - Pee, Poo 
& (toilet) Paper.

Never pour Fats, 
Oils or Grease 
down the sink.

OIL 
Find out more at
westernwater.com.au/whatnottoflush
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• Log Book Servicing 
• Roadworthy Certificates 
• Tyres & Repairs 
• Wheel Alignment 
• Mechanical Repairs 
• Air Conditioning 
• Courtesy Car Available 

70 Main Road Riddells Creek VIC 3431   

 

 

 

  

(03) 5428 7555 

To thank local frontline workers in a small way for all they 
are doing to keep our community healthy, our children 
cared for and learning, and our households supplied during 
the pandemic, the branch distributed 1000 coffee vouchers 
to staff at local schools, kindergartens, childcare centres, 
pharmacies and supermarkets in June and July. We thank 
the local cafes who participated in the program and hope it 

brought them some additional trade as well.  

If you have an idea of how your local community bank could 
support your town, please tell one of our branch staff or 
volunteer directors, or email mrcepublicrelations@gmail. 
We’re here to provide quality Bendigo Bank banking solutions 
to our area and invest local profits back into our community. 
Or as some of our ads say, we’re here for you.
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Celebrating our local sports clubs and teams

Sports

RCJMBA NEWS
We finally held our AGM on 23rd June 2020. We have some 
incredible people back on board for the 2020-21 season, as 
well as some new faces around our committee table. Thank 
you to each of you for giving back to our Association – 
especially during such uncertain times! Some amazing people 
‘called it a day’ and we send huge thanks to the following 
people for their valuable contributions to various roles 
throughout the 2019-20 season and beyond:

Nicole Rowan, Tony Marshall, Rebecca Morgan, Renae Warr, 
Tracy Hunt, Renee Griffiths and Melissa Garrick.

We presented the Bendigo Bank Community Builder Award 
to Jo Poyser & Vicki Turner. These two collectively have held 
various positions within our committee for around 20 years. 
They are quick to raise their hand when something needs 
doing – either in a weekly courtside job, or to take on a new 
role within the committee. Their basketball knowledge and 
experience is second to none. The way they communicate 
with the kids within our programs is impeccable. Their calm 
and balanced presence at our Committee table is invaluable!

‘Our Deb’ was also presented with a special gift. Deb has held 
almost every role within our committee and has kept giving 
long after her own kids stopped playing. Although she has 
stepped down from the committee, we are sure we will still 
be able to twist her arm for the odd BBQ fundraiser now and 
then! Thanks for EVERYTHING, Deb! #rcjmbagoogle.

WINTER 2020 SEASON UPDATE.
In on-court basketball news, we have regretfully had to make 
the decision to not proceed with a Winter 2020 season. 
The necessary yet varied restrictions and requirements 
around COVID-19 from BV & MRSC, as well as compliance 
with our own By-Laws, have forced our hand. We cannot 
facilitate a competition with the numbers we have, within 
the constraints of the court availability, with the extra time 
requirements around fully vacating the court, then cleaning 
equipment/score bench/seating/ref equipment, before 
allowing the next members into the stadium. The committee 
will still be holding monthly Zoom meetings and as soon as 
restrictions change, we will discuss whichever options have 
then become available to us. 

Cross your fingers and watch this space!
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ROMSEY GOLF CLUB
During June members of the club worked hard to prepare 
a detailed submission, including quotes, to the MRSC 
2020/21 budget. On 8th July we were part of a Zoom 
meeting where we made a brief presentation and then 
answered any questions the councillors had. If successful, 
these works will reduce boggy, slippery sections making the 
park safer for the large number of community who use it and 
providing a tough drought resistant grass.

BOOKING SYSTEM 
RGC is required to keep the given name and phone number 
of all players or members who are mowing etc. when they 
are on the course. A Western District golfer has designed a 
program allowing everyone to book and pay on line: ‘Book A 
Tee’ is being adopted by many clubs.

GARDENS

RGC continues work on beautifying Romsey Park. Our 
new garden is behind the 18th tee. Native ground covers, 
flowering bushes and trees have been planted and 200mm of 
mulch added. Our thanks to Rob Good who provided all the 
pine post edging.
Competitions:

The 2020 John Laing Shield competition has progressed 
well. Qualifying, quarter finals and one semi-final have been 
completed. Given the recent lockdown this shield and the 
Algie Mitchell Shield will be finished later in the year.

PENNANT GOLF
Because some Dalhousie District clubs are in Mitchell Shire, 
the 2020 women’s Monday Pennant competition has been 
cancelled. Sadly there is no DDGA pennant during 2020.

COVID-19
Many local golfers are members of clubs in the metropolitan 
area. Access to these courses is currently not possible so we 
would like to offer all of these golfers the opportunity to play 
in Wed and/or Sat competitions with $5.00 competition fees.   

All bookings at https://www.bookatee.com.au/romsey/

Detailed reports on all results at http://www.romseygolfclub.
net/results/2020/

CALDER FLY FISHING ASSOCIATION 
What fly to try at Walter 
J Smith Reserve Lake.

The Club recently held a 
fly tying night on Zoom 
instructing and guiding 
members on how to 
tie two versions of the 
legendary late Murray 
“Muzz” Wilson’s Bullen 
Merri Special (BMS) fly.

The Fly gets its name 
from Lake Bullen Merri 
near Camperdown in 
Western Victoria, but you 
don’t have to drive all the 
way down there to use it. It can be successfully used locally. 
For those of us near Riddells Creek the WJ Smith Reserve 
Lake might yield a trout or redfin to a good cast.

Natively it imitates a Galaxia minnow, but it can be tied using 
different coloured bead heads and body material to imitate 
Australian Smelt, the common small minnow in our rivers 
lakes and streams, or even shrimp. Tied with a dumbbell head 
the fly becomes the BMS Hammerhead which can be used 
for Bream, Estuary Perch and other saltwater species off 
piers and jetties.

The fly is quick to tie, symmetrical in body shape, and 
somewhat translucent and shimmery in the water because of 
the scruffy way the body fibres are tied to show the ribbing.

As usual the Club had posted out the materials required 
to tie the fly since we are not mingling in these risky 
COVID-19 times.

If you’d like to know more about the Calder Fly Fishing 
Association please visit http://www.calderflyfishing.com.au/

Member Michael Kee’s BMS ties.
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 RIDDELLS CREEK BASKETBALL CLUB (RCR)
COVID-19 Challenges: RCR teams play within the Sunbury 
Basketball Association (SBA) competition while our Riddells 
Creek stadium use is governed by Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council. We remain hopeful that we can aim for some kind 
of return to training/games for the Summer 20/21 season or 
maybe an extended season. Stay tuned for further info after 
mid August.

MESSAGE FROM THE SUNBURY BASKETBALL 
ASSOCIATION
Dear Members,

In light of the state government announcement this 
afternoon, we will be closing the stadium after scheduled 
VJBL and Big V training on Wednesday night 08/07/2020 
for at least 6 weeks. We understand many of our members 
are frustrated but we need to do what we can to stop the 
spread of the virus.

We are following the guidelines laid out by DHHS and 
Basketball Victoria. On behalf of the SBA keep safe and 
healthy. Remember we are in this together and there are 
plenty of support services available. Please check in on each 
other by phone or Zoom during this difficult time. 

 • Please Wash your hands, keep your distance, and 
download the COVID safe app.
 • Please STAY AT HOME. Hopeful that we see you all 

Vicki’s Team

RIDDELLS CREEK NE TBALL ASSOCIATION
As most of us are aware, this season has been cancelled by 
the MRNA. We are hoping  that a twilight season played on 
Tuesdays will be able to take place and will let you know as 
soon as we hear details. On a positive note, we will hopefully 
be able to start our Grasshoppers (Net Set Go) and Under 9 
training in term 4 at the Leisure Centre - keep your fingers 
crossed!

On a lighter note,  pictures of some of our great teams over 
the last few seasons, memories of the way we were. If we get 
the chance to do it all again, would we? Could we? You bet!  
Some of our players from 2013 are still playing!

Alice’s Team

Marlene’s Team

Stuart’s Team
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 RIDDELLS CREEK BASKETBALL CLUB (RCR)
COVID-19 Challenges: RCR teams play within the Sunbury 
Basketball Association (SBA) competition while our Riddells 
Creek stadium use is governed by Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council. We remain hopeful that we can aim for some kind 
of return to training/games for the Summer 20/21 season or 
maybe an extended season. Stay tuned for further info after 
mid August.

MESSAGE FROM THE SUNBURY BASKETBALL 
ASSOCIATION
Dear Members,

In light of the state government announcement this 
afternoon, we will be closing the stadium after scheduled 
VJBL and Big V training on Wednesday night 08/07/2020 
for at least 6 weeks. We understand many of our members 
are frustrated but we need to do what we can to stop the 
spread of the virus.

We are following the guidelines laid out by DHHS and 
Basketball Victoria. On behalf of the SBA keep safe and 
healthy. Remember we are in this together and there are 
plenty of support services available. Please check in on each 
other by phone or Zoom during this difficult time. 

 • Please Wash your hands, keep your distance, and 
download the COVID safe app.
 • Please STAY AT HOME. Hopeful that we see you all 

ready to go in the next 6-8 weeks.

We will keep you up to date as much as we can during this 
period. 

Kind regards 
Christopher Tighe - General Manager

JUNIOR DOMESTIC
Due to the Melbourne metro six week lockdown our return 
to basketball is on hold for until these restrictions are eased.

A big thank you goes out to our Committee members and the 
Sunbury Basketball Association office staff who have been 
working frantically to get the teams semi sorted, registrations 
in, uniforms allocated etc. over the last couple of weeks.

Thank you to all of our coaches, team managers, parents and 
players for your patience and understanding during these 
unprecedented times. Hang in there – Basketball will be back

 RCR Committee

Vicki’s Team
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 Riddell Riddles     
           Answers   
 1.  A battery
 2.  An hourglass
 3.  A library

(from page 23)

Community Bank
Gisborne & District

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL 237879 A1389134, OUT_1131190, 27/03/2020

We're here for you
Bendigo Bank has committed itself to the care and wellbeing
of Australian communities for over 160 years.
Now, more than ever, we’re here to help see you through
COVID-19.

Talk to us about how we can help.

Call us on 5420 7210 or search Bendigo Bank Gisborne.
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Community and Essential Services
 
POLICE // FIRE // AMBULANCE  EMERGENCY...........000
Riddells Creek CFA .......................03 5428 6000 / 000 
Riddells Creek Police Station..........03 5428 6171 / 000 
State Emergency Services (SES)......................13 25 00
Macedon Ranges Shire..........................03 5422 0333  
(including emergency after-hours and access to on-call Local Laws rangers)
Riddells Creek Post Office.......................... 5428 6602 
Riddells Creek Primary School...........…03 5428 7277
Riddells Creek Kindergarten................... 03 5428 7207
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House...... 03 5428 7836
VicEmergency Hotline:........................... 1800 226 226
Wildlife Victoria — to report injured animal:...1300 094 535
Poisons Information Centre (VIC):..................13 11 26
Lifeline—crisis support and suicide prevention: ...13 11 14
DirectLine—drug and alcohol support.......1800 888 236
Family Drug Help ....................................1300 660 068
Suicide call back service: ........................1300 659 467
Kids Helpline: ...........................................1800 551 800
MensLine Australia: ................................1300 789 978
1800RESPECT ...................................1800 737 732 24
24 hour national sexual assault, family and domestic violence counselling line
Centre for Non-Violence…...................... 03 5430 3000
Translating & Interpreting Service....................... 131 450
Free access to a telephone or on-site interpreter in your own language. 
Immediate phone interpreting is available 24 hours, every day of the year.

Riddell Roundup Advertisers
 
Advanced Dental Group........................................03 5428 7737
Andrew Baddeley - Podiatrist................................. 03 5428 7591
Bendigo Community Bank ............................................5420 7210
Cassie McTaggart (Riddells Creek Dancing School) ................. 0439 413 222
Dromkeen ............................................................... 0432 282 704
Gisborne Medical Centre ...................................... 03 5428 3355
Essential Solar........................................................03 8335 9990
JB Painting & Decorating ................ .54287542 / 0412 540 789
John Haber Grass Slashing ............... 5428 7166 / 0427 058 164
Langley McKimmie Chartered Accountants .............. 03 5427 8100
Macedon Ranges Chaffeur Cars  ......................... 1300  85 35 75
Macedon Ranges Family Law ......................................... 5428 8711
NorthWestern Property Group ....................................5429 1344
Paul the Electrician ................................................. 0416 190 968
Pearce Webster Dugdales Law........................................9670  0700
Powered Services ....................................................0401 661 400
Red Creek Real Estate .......................................... 0435 770 030
Riddell Motors ...............................................................5428 6190
Riddells Creek Hotel  ....................................................5428 6777
Riddells Creek Pharmacy ............................................5428 66221
Sacred Heart College  ............................................. 03 5421 1200
Slipstream Motorcycles.............. .............................. 9740 3100
Smillie Appliance Servicing .................................... 0414 355 409

Your Riddell Roundup 
Coordinating committee: Deb Hull, David Laurie, Leanne Vandermeer, Narelle McGellin, Kate Hanlon, Julie Smith
Editing, Layout and Images Team: Leanne Vandermeer, Lorna Jackson, Jude Ellis, Claire Graham, Deb Hull, Emily Morris, Kristine Rawlinson, 
Dylan Bottams
Business Development: Narelle McGellin
Printing & Distribution Team: David Laurie, Susie Laurie, Karen Hasselo, Desley Adams, Jennie Pfeiffer, Peter McGellin
Contributors: The deadline for all submissions is the 15th of the month, for the publication on the 1st of the next month (except December). Articles 
should be in an unformatted Word document and emailed to: riddellroundup@gmail.com.
Alternatively, submissions can be posted to:

Riddell Roundup Editor
PO Box 106
RIDDELLS CREEK 3431

The contributor’s name, address and contact number must accompany each submission.

SIZE OF SUBMISSIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS: 
Where possible submissions should be 200 to 300 words and photographs should be supplied as separate JPEG files no larger than 400kb.
Advertisers: Please contact us via email: riddellroundup@gmail.com for current pricing and sizes available. 
Editorial Content:  Views expressed by contributors are their own and not endorsed by the publisher or the editor of the Riddell Roundup. No 
responsibility is accepted by the publisher or the editor for the accuracy of any information contained in the text or advertisements. The editor 
and publisher reserve the right to reject any submissions or advertisement for any reason. Publishing decisions are not based on subject matter and 
we reserve the right to edit all submissions. We have a policy of allowing all political parties equal access to this platform. We will not print or disseminate 
any content that we consider to be defamatory, offensive, racist, discriminatory or hateful in any way. 

This publication is proudly sponsored by
Foodworks / Advanced Dental Group / Bendigo Community Bank / Essential Solar 

Chris Read Real Estate / Riddell Motors / AutoCopy Gisborne 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 

With generous support from
Andrew Baddeley Podiatrist, Macedon Ranges Chauffeur Cars, Macedon Ranges Family Law,  

Paul the Electrician, Riddells Creek Hotel, Riddells Creek Primary School,  
Sacred Heart College Kyneton, Wendi Turner Real Estate, Western Water

 
Please support those who support us



Your Quality, Locally Owned Solar Installer

Owned by Riddells Creek resident David Bruce.  
We’re dedicated to performance, quality & reliability

www.essentialsolar.com.au

Call today on  (03) 8335 9990  to book your free in home solar assessment


